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A FEW WORDS 


The hallowed name of Madhusudan Das is 
Synonymoits with the modern state of Orissa, as its 
maker and the redeemer. His memory is inextricably 
linked up and inseparably intertwined with every 
phase of activity in which Orissa excelled and 
created an impact in the National life. 

While paying tributes to Madhusudan, 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru said “ Madhusudan Das 
was a great leader of not only Orissa but whole 
of India. As a great indian leader, he did many 
pioneering works for the upliftment of the Indian 
social and economic conditions. I have been 
hearing his name for last fifty years. He was a 

. great friend of my father. I have seen him from 
a distance. Whenever the affairs of Orissa come 
.Hp for discussion and consideration, the name 
of Madhusudan Das also arises there with all 
the sublime qualities, he stands for”. (13-02- 
1953) 

Madhusudan Das was “the history of 
Orissa incarnate” for a period more than half a 
century during the crucial period of the formation 
of the state. He had practically salvaged Orissa 
from the abysmal depth of non-existence and gave 
it an identity and a place of recognition. 

Astoundingly for an Indian, Madhusudan a 
towering figure of Indian renaissance stands up 
with splendourous magnificence, bathed in the 
twilight glow of early nationalism. 

As the forerunner in the field of Swadeshi 
movement, as the Vanguard in redrawing the map 
of India on linguistic basis,.as the emancipator of 
the alienated untouchables and as the precursor 
in the sphere of cooperative endeavour during the 
early part of this century, Madhusudan was 
unrivalled. Due to the untiring efforts of 
Madhusudan, women in India got the inalienable 
right to practise in the law courts. 

Madhusudan was the trend setter in 
providing justified place to the minority 


communities of India and a champion in providing 
the untouchables an assured place in the 
management of the local bodies as early as ‘in the 
year 1923. For upholding the rights of peasants 
and workers he launched a decisive battle on the 
floors of the different legislative councils, and on 
different fronts. Really he was a Messiah of the 
dc ntrodden people. 

“Madhusudan combines in him the 
greatest critic of British imperialism and the 
greatest believer in self-governing India in the 
British common wealth of Nations”. 

In words of Sri Aurobindo, Madhusudan 
was a ‘highly spirited leader’. Rajendra Prasad 
held him as a great ‘personality of intellectual 
depth marked with fearlessness and devotion to 
the country’. According to Shyma Prasad 
Mukhurjee ‘he was a mighty Indian nationalist 
first and every thing else afterwards’. 

Above all, in the life of Mahatma Gandhi, 
Madhusudan emerged as his second Tolstoy and 
the most revered mentor, from whom he drew 
inspirations in preparing a model for economic 
resurgence of India and for the deliverance of 
subjugated untouchables. As a visionary 
Madhusudan was far ahead of his times and he 
also drew up a comprehensive blue print for 
sustained growth of the country. 

While paying glowing tributes to 
Madhusudan, Mahatma Gandhi said that; “he was 
a ‘great patriot and philanthropist of India. He 
had opened my eyes to the great crime against a 
part of humanity. He sought to make reparation 
by opening what might be called an educational 
Tannery.... He wore himself out in teaching the 
youth of the country, the dignity of labour”. 

In this small book, an humble attempt is 
made to present Madhusudan Das from Indian 
perspective. This book is dedicated to the noble 
memory of the great departed soul of India, during 
the 150th year of his Jayanti Celebration. 


- Surasinha Patnaik. 
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MADHUSUDAN DAS 
A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


Madhusudan Das, one of the pioneering nationalist leaders of the 
country and the forerunner in the sphere of Swadeshi industrial movement, 
was born on 28th April 1848 at the Satyabhamapur village in the Cuttack 
district of Orissa. His father Raghunath Das belonged to the rare declining 
tribe of Persian-knowing pleaders of that time. 

Her mother, Parvati Devi, a lady of deep compassion and strong 
conviction had registered an indelible impact on the young mind of 
Madhusudan and filled in him a sense of resolute determination which 
remained unfaltered and undiminished throughout his life. Under the 
tendering care of his mother, Madhusudan grew into a person of 
indomitable energy and unfailing: courage and while acknowledging the 
overpowering influence of his mother ‘in his life, Madhusudan said 
“From an early age I was taught by my dear mother, not to. seek 
honour by means of association with men of higher stations of life. 
The grass around the rose plant does not acquire either the sweet 
scent or the colour of the flower”. 

Besides his grand mother’s unending graphic and thrilling narrations 
relating to the voluntary and self-effacing determination of her mother- 
in-law to sacrifice her life in the sacred altar of the funeral pyre of the 
husband as ‘Satee’ had always kept Madhusadan suffused and surcharged 
with a spirit of whole hearted dedication for the sublime and noble 
cause of serving the Mother Land. This practically had remained as an. 
effulgent source of inspiration throughout his life and retrieved him to 
the right path when he erred. 

On, completion of his education in the rural vernacular school of 
middle standard and specialised training in the persian language in which 
he acquired great deal of proficiency, he joined the only high school of 
Orissa division at Cuttack in the year 1860. 

Madhusudan belonged to the aristrocratic family of zamidars who 
had lost their past glory and affluence due to confiscation of zamidary 
under the provision of British made Sunset law. 

Madhusudan passed the entrance (Matriculation) examinaition in 
the year 1864 and left for Balasore in search of a job. After a brief 
period of stay at Balasore serving in a Governmental job, he finally left 
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for Calcutta in the year 1866 for prosecuting higher studies. He had to 
traverse long distances by foot and ship to reach Calcutta via Chandbali 
Port. 

Madhusudan reached Calcutta, the capital city of India almost 
resourceless and completely devoid of any acquaintance. A stong sense 
of determination guided him all through. He joined the London Missionary 
societies’ college at Bhawanipur and completed the examination of First 
Arts in the year 1868 and B.A. examination in the year 1870. During the 
career as a student he excelled the rest of the students by his brilliance 
in delivering speeches in the debating clubs and in inter-college 
competitions in which his masterly presentation of facts from Indian 
perspective coupled with forceful arguments had practically stirred his 
compatriots in a Spirit of national awakening. 

. But being deviod of any assured source of financial help, the 
entire carcer of Madhusudan as a student was an account of privation, 
hardship and unending suffering. This has adversely affected the general 
condition of his health. He suffered from acute stomach ache which was 
his life long companion and the gruclling and excruciating pain kept him 
bed ridden for a.-number of days in a year. In face of all these adverse 
situations in life, he was never beaten and with an interest fervent and 
courage steadfast he moved to the higher stations of life. 

After prolonged illness for nearly a year, he completed his M.A. 
examination in ‘English literature in the year 1873 and offers came from 
different colleges to join as a lecturer. But due to the low scale of pay 
attached to the post, Madhusudan, joined as the head master of 
Chakrabedia High School of Bhawanipur area and later on served as the 
head master of Garden Reach High School. 

Taking into account the large number of failures in English in the 
matriculation examination, Madhusudan published a book named “ Model 
questions” which was an instantaneous success and ran for nearly eight 
editions within a short time and thus establishing Madhusudan as an 
accomplished teacher of outstanding merit. Acceding to the request made 
by Ganga Prasad Mukherjee, the leading medical practitioner, 
Madhusudan looked after the education of his son Ashutosh Mukherjee, 
who later in his life was held in high esteem as one of the towering 
personalities of Bengal- the Royal Bengal tiger. Recalling the endeared 
account of his association with his teacher during ‘the younger days, 
Ashutosh Mukherjee observed “Mr Madhusudan Das, my guru, not 
only taught me English but also inspired me to regard the Character 
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and Independence as the two of the supreme virtues in a Man”. 

Madhusudan was residing in the Bhawanipur arca. Taking 
advantage of the closer location of their houses, another leading 
personaliiy of Bhawanipur, Bhuban Mohan Das, a renowned advocate of 
Calcutta High Court requested Madhusudan to guide his son, Chittaranjan 
Das in his educational pursuits. But due to the pressing engagements 
Madhusudan could not oblige with the request, but during the intervals 
he imparted necessary instructions to Chittaranjan Das. 

Aha ! after a period of fifteen years, both the students and the 
teacher emerged as top ranking legal practitioners of the Calcutta High 
Court. Inspitc of the differences in age and experience, Madhusudan 
exerted overpowering influence on both the students and continued to: 
guide in charting their courses of action in their lives. Madhusudan 
continued to be the life long adviser and mentor of both these uprising 
brilliant personalities, who parctically guided the destiny and captured 
the imagination of millions of people of Bengal. It may be recalled that 
Madhusudan soon after qualifying as the Law graduate in the year 1878 
started practising as an advocate in the different courts of Calcutta. 

Calcutta, the then capital of India was the sensitive nerve centre 
of all political and cultural activities of the country. Madhusudan a multi- 
facet genius with a highly receptive and encompassing mind was drawn 
towards diverse fields of cultural life of Calcutta covering wide range of 
activities. He was often found in sports clubs, dramatic performances, 
literary circles, cultural assemblages, musical concerts and political 
associations. Practically in the highly enlightened atmosphere of Calcutta, 
the career of Madhusudan blossomed into a rich and rewarding life . 

At the same time Madhusudan was found often moving in the 
squalid slums and narrow alleys of Calcutta in which lived the labourers 
drawn from different parts of the country, in most deplorable and 
unhygienic conditions. He was deeply struck by the utter helpless and 
disconsolate state in which the labourers were thrown at the mercy of 
unpredictable destiny. Exploitation was the order of the day. Madhusudan 
moved very closely with these workers and observed their pitiable 
conditions at close quarters.’ His conversation being brilliant and intimate 
and smiie delightful he radiated a sense of enthusiasm among the workers. 
To ameliorate their degrading conditions of life and to arouse a sense of 
awakening, Madhusudan organised a labour union in the Matiabruz area 
of Calcutta in the year 1875, five years after the organisation of the first 
labour union in the city in the year 1870, under the stewardship of 
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Sasliipada Banarjee. He also organised a night school for the workers 
coming from Orissa and devoted atleast two hours a day in imparting 
eduvation to the workers. In the year 1909 he organised a broad based 
labour union at Calcutta, and a night school in a suburban area. Moreover, 
he guided the formation of labour unions at Jamsedpur in the later years. 
In the year 1929, he visited Jamshedpur along with Netajee Subhas Bose 
and restructed the labour unions. He had a life time connection with the 
labour unions. 

During the prolonged period of stay at Calcutta, he was drawn 
towards the vortex of Indian politics and was leading member of the 
‘Indian Association’ organised by Surendranath Banerjee. As early as in 
the year 1876 he established close contact with almost all the leading 
personalities of Calcutta like Sisir Kumar Ghosh, the editor of ‘Amrit 
Bazar Patrika’; Anand Mohan Bose, ‘the renowned barrister’, Raj 
Narayan Bose, a leading nationalist figure and the grand father of Sri 
Aurobindo, Deva Prasad Sarbadhikari and others. He had close association 
with the founding fathers of Indian national congress including Mr. 
W.C.Banarjee, with whom he had correspondences and contacts at times. 
He attended most of the critical and crucial sessions of Congress from 
1886 to 1912, and was able to impress the galaxy of dignitaries in the 
Congress sessions by his sheer brilliance in delivering speeches and the 
sagacity in the presentation of facts. 

In the year 1878 Madhusudan lost his wife, Soudamini Devi, a 
compassionate lady and proposals came flooding in for his remarriage, 
but the call of his native land of Orissa was irresistable. Responding to 
the call, in the year 1881 he left Calcutta and settled at Cuttack, the 
premier town of Orissa, but Calcutta continued to be an integral part of 
his conscience and was also centre of his diverse fields of activities till 
end of his life. 

On his return to his native land: of Orissa in the year 1881, he 
soon excelled others and was acclaimed as the most outstanding figure 
in the legal profession at Cuttack. 

In fact soon after Madhusudan left for Calcutta in the year 1866 
to prosecute his higher studies, disaster struck the entire Orissa-and the 
State was under the severe grip of perilous famine, resulting in the death 
of one-fourth of the entire population. Orissa was stripped of everything 
except the gruclling poverty which reduced the people of the State into 
a mass of huddled skeletons. Madhusudan on returning to his home 
State in the year 1881, had to resuscitate Orissa practically from the 
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heap of ashes. He resurrected this State in every front and carried out an 
agitation throughout his entire life to provide distinct identity and seperate 
status for the Oriya speaking people who were practically reduced to the 
state of penury. Madhusudan presented a visual graphic picture of the 
situation prevailing in the state of Orissa in the year 1882; at a time 
when he started to arouse a sense of awakening in the people. The 
narration follows ; 

“When I take retrospective view of the agitation what do I find ? 
There was no (Oriya) nation when I started the movement. I found 
only heaps of dry bones-bones, bones, nothing but bones. I undertook 
the tremendous work to infuse life, to give muscles and arm my people 
with ammunition with help from none but the father above”. 

(Extract from the last momentous speech delivered to the Oriya speaking people 
on 13th February 1933). 

As an infallible guide of the masses of Orissa, Madhusudan fought 
valiantly to redress their grievances and to provide rightful place for the 
State, in the administrative setup of the country. 

While paying glowing ovation to Madhusudan, Rishi Sri Aurobindo 
stated in his journal “Vande Mataram” published on 17th December 
1907 in the following words. “It was for instance a cause of gratification 
that Orissa was begining to feel its seperate conciousness and to attempt 
to grow into an organised life under a capable and highly spirited 
leader”. | 

Indeed Madhusudan was really a highly spirited leader, who rescued 
Orissa in every front when: its languages, culture and economy were 
imperilled and were passing through the crucial phase of extinction. 
Madhusudan came like a beam of light and pierced through the darkness 
of despondency and dejection and then everything acquired a new 
significance and meaning. A new awareness was created. He had to fight 
against the divisive forces with unflinching courage and grimtenacity. 

In the year 1886 the administration of the widely acclaimed 
Jagannath temple, was directly. taken over by the British government, as 
a part of the ill-motivated plan - nay an intrigue of interfering in the 
sanctity of this highly revered temple of the country. In fact round this 
temple revolved the major incidents of Orissan history for a period 
covering more than one thousand years. As such volley of protests were 
raised against this not only in Orissa but also in other parts of the country, 
but none could amass sufficient courage and strength to directly deal 


with this issue. 
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In fact the story revolved round Divyasingha Dev, the Gajapati 
Maharaja of Puri (Khurdha) entrusted with the management of Sri 
Jagannath Temple, was transported for life on the charge of murder, in 
the year 1878. Later on he expired, being imprisoned in the jail . To tide 
over the situation Shrimati Suryamani Patta Mahadevi installed her minor 
grandson, Mukunda Dev as the Maharaja of Puri and as the guardian of 
the minor Maharaja, she was looking after the management of Sri 
Jagannath Temple. This was seriously objected and management was 
taken over by the government. 

At this point of time Patta Mahadevi called Madhusudan for 
consultation. Madhusudan reached the palace of Puri Maharaja. A calamity 
had befallen. A melocholic feeling of tragic sadness prevailed everywhere. 
The Patta Mahadevi seated behind the pardha was explaining the entire 
situation in a voice choked with deep emotion. Maimed by the realities 
“of life she was feeling of being left forlorn and desolate, but a strong 
sense of fortitude and dermination kept her courage unfaltered. 
Madhusudan was deeply moved with the tragic narration of the account 
putforth by Patta Mahadevi. She paused a little and in a voice charged 
with deep anguish said “Oh son ! there is only one answer I can give”. 
Her voice grew shriller and blasting with surging anger, she said “if 
nothing else avails, the Kshatriya lady can still ride on horse back and 
my old hands can still wield a sword. I shall die ft hting Jor the 
restoration of my ancient and sacred rights”. 

Madhusudan was startled. He could not but bow down his head 
with respect before Rani and said in a softly pitched voice “Oh Patta 
Mahadevi ! I shall do my very best for you in this case”. 

A committment was to be fulfilled. Madhusudan immediately left 
for Calcutta for redeeming the pledge, - the pledge for restoring the 
sacred rights of the Gajapati dynasty of Orissa. 

On reaching Calcutta he had detailed discussions with the eminant 
lawyers like Sir John Woodroffe and filed an appeal in the Calcutta High 
Court against decision of the government. By the masterly way of his 
handling of the case and by his hignly meaningful interpretation of the 
subtle provisions of the law, the age old tradition was restored and the 
management of the temple was again vested with the Gajapati Kings of 
Orissa. 

After this victory, Madhusudan was returning to Puri to handover 
the copy of the judgement of the Calcutta High Court to Srimati 
Surayamani Patta Mahadevi, the Rajmata of Puri. As there was no railway 
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link to Puri he was procceding from Cuttack to Puri being carried in a 
palanquin. The crowd swelled on both the sides of the road to give 
rousing reception to the victorious hero. Excitement mounted up. At 
Sakhigopa! the situation went out of control. When he got down from the 
palanquin he was carried from there to puri literally on the shoulders of 
the men who mobbed him in the sea of vast crowd, headed by pandas 
and sevaks of the Jagannath temple. It was a moment of ecstasy. The 
welcome which awaited him at Puri was tremendous. He was received 
with a thunderous applause like a hero returning from a mighty expedition. 
Tempers of the crowd flared up. He was practically carried through the 
streets of Puri and even through the corridors of the historic monuments 
in a frenzy of excitement. 

By this unique achievement Madhusudan came to lime light and 
was held in high esteem and was considered as the redeemer of the 
downtrodden people whose rights were jeoparadised from time to time. 

In the year 1895 Oriya language was replaced by Hindi in the 
western Orissa. which was under the direct administration of the Central 
Province. Madhusudan along with the compatriots like Dharanidhara 
Mishra and poet Gangadhar Meher in western Orissa launched a decisive 
battle with faith awakened in the teeth of all oppositions. Ultimately the 
‘Oriya’ as the administrative language was restored in the year 1903. 

Numerous accounts of such attacks and counter attacks were the 
integral part of the history of modern Orissa. In all these cases 
Madhusudan stood resolutely, which ultimately resulted in creation of 
the seperate State of Orissa. 

When we delve deep into the past, we find Orissa, once a powerful 
empire withstood steadfastly the onslaught of out side invasions till 1568. 
At last it succumbed. After losing independence, the state had been 
subjected to exploitative forces. With advent of the rule of the East 
Indian Company in the year 1803, confusion and bewilderment ran 
rampant. Under the provisions of ignoble ‘Sunset Jaw’, control of the 
most of the lands and zamidaries of the State went into the hands of 
outsiders. Unrest was sweeping across the state. With the abolition of 
once flourishing salt-trade, the economy of the state was completely 
shattered. Administration was totally controlled by the intermediaries 
recruited from outside Orissa, who without any stake in the interest of 
the state, let loose the divisive forces and people were reduced to mere 
helpless spectators. But at times the bottled up frustration and anguish 
erupted in form of rebellion and uprising of people. Frequent outbreak 
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of fumine and drought completely ruined the economy. This was the state 
of affairs when Madhusudan returned to Orissa and arrived in the scene. 
Suddenly situation began to change under his able guidance. 

From the year 1887 to 1932, Madhusudan as a symbol of 
indomitable courage and monolithic assurance stood steadfastly against 
any attack directed towards oriya speaking people. For all these years 
hopes and aspirations of the people centred round a single personality - 
Madhusudan Das. 

One of his life’s domineering ambition had been the amalgamation 
of dismembered oriya speaking territories lying in the four adjoining 
provinces as their forlorn and neglected appendages. For this purpose he 
organized the Orissa Association (Utkal Sabha) in the year 1882 at Cuttack 
and carried out the mandate till the end of his life. 

Being subjected to prolonged exploitation of alien rulers Orissa 
had lost its glorious and highly accomplished cultural traditions. Under 
the stewardship of Madhusudan fervent efforts were made to restore the 
pristine cultural values of the age old and highly innovative artistic 
traditions, which had significant relevance in the modern world. As a 
part of cultural resurgence of Orissa from the year 1883 onwards 
Madhusudan organised colourful musical nights at frequent intervals with 
large assemblage of Orissan and classical musicians and dancers of 
outstanding merit. In keeping abreast of the time, Madhusudan in the 
year 1887 established the first permanent stage of Orissa, at Cuttack 
with highly imaginative and ultra modern stage management techniques 
and thus heralding a creative age of writing of highly accomplished oriya 
plays. He was actively associated with all the phases of production of 
drama from direction, stage management, light arrangement and ultimately 
conducting musical concerts. He was also regularly writing critical reviews 
of the dramas staged at Cuttack, in the Utkal Dipika. 

As practically the head of the elected body of the district board 
of Cuttack from 1887 onwards, Madhusudan had setup a large number 
of rural based educational institutions and schools and introduced physical 
education as a part of the curriculum by appointing qualified trained 
teachers. 

Patia was a small zamidari nearer to Cuttack. Raghunath Das, the 
father of Madhusudan, was a retained lawyer of the zamidari. Taking 
Advantage of this, as a school student Madhusudan had established close 
intimacy with zamidar of Patia. Inspite of the difference in their age, 
Madhusudan was a very favourite and up coming young man of the 
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zamidar. Madhusudan used to spend his long holidays at Patia. 

Being adventurous in temperament, sportive in spirit and highly 
inquisitive in his mode of approach, he was found riding the most 
obstinate, and unbridled horses in the morning ; in the after noon he was 
located in rowing in the placid waters of the lake at Nandankanan a ! 
in the night he was moving alongwith the experienced hunters watching 
the nocturnal activities of the wild animals. He was often found climbing 
the steep temples of Patia and fixing the red coloured flags in the towering ° 
chakras of the temples. From the younger days till ripe old age he was 
a sportsman of renown, playing tennis, billiard, badminton, and other 
European games inspite of his indifferent health. All throughout the life, 
he was adventurous in spirit, willing to face the hazards of life. Like a 
ball kept on the palm, he had placed his entire life as if on the palms of 
his hands and started playing with life with uprightness, bubbling with 
enthusiasm and brimming with courage, feeling the strange pull of the 
pulsation of the life. He was never beaten in life and never gave up, 
when adversity pressed hard on him. With interest fervent and courage 
steadfast he carried on moving to higher stations of life. 

For imparting training in the playing of Europeans games, 
Madhusudan established various sports based youth organisations 
including the Orissa Youngmen’s Association. Madhusudan finally setup 
the premier athletic institution of the state under the name “Orissa Sports 
Association” in the year 1904 at Cuttack and organised seasonal and 
annual provincial sports and games competition in every winter season 
which was drawing a large crowd. These were the occasions to celebrate 
and to rejoice and the successful participants were awarded with highly 
artistic silver cups and shields, decorated with intricate designs 
manufactured in workshop of Orissa Artwares, of Madhusudan Das, 
according to his specifications. 

For all these unique achievements, as the forerunner in the varied 
field of activities Madhusudan was awarded with the title of “C.LE.” 
(companion of Indian Empire) by the British government in the year 
1904 along with the top ranking nationalist leader Gopal Krushna Gokhale 
with identical citations. 

Orissa was completely segregated and isolated from the rest of the 
country, as no communication link was established to connect Orissa 
with the rest parts of the country. Being devoid of railway connection 
Orissa was being thrust into an age of prehistoric existence. From the 
year 1888 Madhusudan launched practically a campaign in association 
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with his close friends in Calcutta for laying a railway line on the coastal 
tract of Orissa. These efforts ultimately succeded and steps were taken 
to connect the entire eastern coast of India from the year 1894 by laying 
railway line, ushering in an age of new awakening for the region. 
In the year 1900, Madhusudan met Lord Curzon, the Viceroy of 
* India and was able to putforth the pressing demands of the Oriyas with 
great deal of forthrightness, and overwhelming emotion, thereby 
communicating the deep sense of anguish and frustration of the Oriya 
Speaking people. Lord Curzon was visibly moved and gave him an 
assurance for a well demarcated territory for the Oriyas. Accepting the 
invitation extended by Madhusudan, Lord Curzon visited the temple Cities 
of Orissa - Puri and Bhubaneswar on 16th December 1900 and observing 
the architectural splend®rs of the temples, he was deeply struck and over 
whelmed ultimately he issued a circular popularly known as “Risley 
Circular” on 3rd December 1903. In fact, Lord Curzon annexed with 
Orissa division the Oriya speaking areas of Sambalpur district, Kalahandi, 
Patna, Sonpore, Rairakhol, and Bamara tributary estates from Madhya 
Pradesh and Gangpur and Bonai estates from Bihar on 16th October 
1905. But due to stiff opposition of the Madras government, the process 
of merger,of Southern Orissa could not be completed. To keep the struggle 
unabated, in the year 1903, Madhusudan Convened the Premier Nationalist 
organisation of the state ~ The Utkal Sammilani, on which rested the 
dreams and aspirations of the Oriya speaking people for nearly thirty 
long years till the final objective of creation of the new state of Orissa 
was fulfilled in the year 1936+ In this endeavour Madhusudan was ably 
assisted by Utkalamani Gopabundhu Das, Brajasundar Das, Rajendra 
Narayan Bhanja Deo, Fakirmohan Senapati, Sashibhusan Rath, 
Bhubanananda Das, Sri Ram Chandra Bhanja, Chandrasekhar Behera, 
Sri Pati Mishra, ‘Niranjan Patnaik and others stalwarts and in the final 
phase of creation of the state Orissa by Sri Krishna Chandra Gajapati, 
Maharaja of Paralakhemandi, followed by Raja of Khallikote. Napolean 
once said that “if was nof enough to be great by yourself. You must 
have the talent to find the right type of people to carry and to inspire 
all others to do great things”. This is practically true of Madhusudan. 
He used to draw people from all fields of life as a magnet anid inculcated 
in them the quality of dedicated leadership. 
_ Two. yearg. after Madhusudan reached Cuttack, the law classes 
attached to Ravenshaw College, Cuttack was facing closure due to want 
of a law lecturer. At this point of time, Madhusudan volunteered and 
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served as the part-time honorary law lecturer from 1883 to 1890, thus 
creating a group of enlightened and accomplished laywers in Orissa. 
Similarly due to relentless efforts of Madhusudan well laid system of 
administrative service cadre and judicial service cadre created exclusive 
by recruiting candidates from Orissa. Singularly he brought oriya peopic 
to every realm of public life, every sphere of governmental endeavour 
and every field of social and cultural activity, as early as 1905, the 
process which was abnormally delayed in Assam. 

Janakinath Bose had received final grooming in law from the 
hands of Madhusudan during the period of his lecturership in Ravenshaw 
College, Cuttack. In the closely-knit society of lawyers at Cuttack, 
Madhusudan was keeping close watch over the brilliant and upcoming 
student, Subash Chandra Bose, the son of his intimate and close associate 
Janakinath Bose. 

It happened once that Madhusudan attended a function in which 
Subash Chandra Bose as a powerful speaker had stirred the entire 
gathering by his impassioned speech on patriotism for bringing an early 
end to the imperialist rule. Madhusudan being impressed by the highly 
provoking and powerful speech made by Subash Chandra Bose? 
congratulated him and said that “by only emotional speeches charged 
with deep passion we can not bring an end to the imperialist rule. 
Country needs a band of completely dedicated strong willed outstanding 
personalities prepared to sacrifice their live at the altar of motherland. 
A group of enlightened and committed leaders would be able to bring 
revolutionary changes in the national life”. 

Subash Chandra Bose was deeply moved by the solemn advice 
rendered by Madhusudan and bowed down before him with deep 
reverence. This advice had created a deep impact in the mind of Subash 
Chandra Bose and guided him in drawing up the future line of action. In 
the later part of life Madhusudan also maintained intimate relationship 
with the family of Janakinath Bose at Calcutta. Madhusudan in close 
association with Subhash Chandra Bose worked in Calcutta and also at 
Jamshedpur in sphereheading the Labour and other movements evolved 
out of deep Nationalist urge. 

Orissa was bound by the ageold superstitions and beliefs, and 
womenfolk of Orissa were devoid of ‘° education. The school meant 
for the girls, functioned at Cuttack, was only upto primary standard. At 
this point of time Madhusudan intervened and raised the level to high 
school standard overnight: in the year 1908, bearing all expenditures in 
the initial years. This high school for girls was soon converted into a 
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coilege in the year 1915, thus heralding an agc of awakening for the 
womenfolk of Orissa. 

In the year 1912, the rights of the impoverished peasants of Orissa 
were jeoparadised and stringent measures were proposed to be introduced 
in the Orissa Tenancy Act. Accordingly a bill was placed in the Bengal 
Legislative Council to keep the proccss of gruelling exploitation by 
zamindars unabated . At this hour of peril Madhusudan stood valiantly 
and fought steadfastly with a sensc of fortitude. His voice in protest 
grew shriller and shriller on the floors of the Bengal Legislative Council 
till the rights of the peasants were restored by the timely intervention of 
the Viceroy of India - Lord Hardinge. Madhusudan Strongly advocated 
for the removal of the ‘Zamindary’ estates. In the memorial submitted to 
the government in the year 1912 on behalf of Praja Parisad, Madhusudan 
pleaded for the immediate abolition of the ‘Zamindary system’, without 
paying any compensation to the landlords. 

In his momentous addrcss delivered on lst January 1915 at Cuttack 
on the occasion of the visit of Surcendranath Banerjee, Madhusudan said 
“the system of tributary mahals is a slur in the British administrative set 
up, created to build up divisive forces. There is no justification for the 
continuance of the system. The tributary estates need be merged with the 
adjoining districts forthwith.’ 

This vision of Madhusudan Das practically materialised after the 
lapse of a period of thirty three ycars - in the year 1948. 

Soon after this, he organised the mighty field based organisation, 
Praja Parisada for the peasants in which Utkalmani Gopabandhu acted as 
secretary. Besides carrying on experiments in agriculture, he evolved an 
unique method of processing of rice, set the process of modernisation of 
looms, introduced taining of the skins extracted from the dead animals, 
dyeing of the fabrics etc. For all these purposes, he maintained a nucleus 
training cell which was deputed to various parts of Orissa for imparting 
training. Practically the Utkal Sammilani was functioning as a bank and 
was providing advances for purchase of improved looms, and other 
machineries used in the village industries. The Utkal Sammilani was also 
awarding scholarships to the candidatcs for prosecuting studies in the 
foreign countries in respect of cane processing, manufacturing of 
chemicals and for other purposes. On the whole through Utkal Sammilani, 
Madhusudan tried to create a climate of industrialisation for bringing 
rapid improvements 

As stated eariier Madhusudan as the forerunner in almost in every 
sphere of activities in Orissa, had sz pre.nier leading organisations. 
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beginning from the Utkal Sammilani (1903), Praja Parisad, the first 
peasants organisation - (1912), the Utkal Sahitya Samaj, the leading 
literary organisation (1903), Utkal Chattra Sammilani (1903), the 
Youngmens Association, the leading Youth Club (1904), the Cuttack co- 
operative store, the first co-operative organisation of the country (1898), 
the Orissa’s sport association, the premier atheletic unit of the state 
(1904), the Palmgur Samiti (1904) - a unit for rehabilitation of 
untouchables, the Orissa Artwarcs. the first swadeshi industrial 
undertaking of the country (1597), high school for girls (1908) and finally 
to the establishment of the Utkal Tannery - the leading export oriented 
leather industry (1905). Madhusudan also stands as a luminary in the 
sphere of literature. His soul inspiring poems had aroused and stirred the 
people of Orissa from the state of slumberous inertia. 

In fact Madhusudan had touched every sphere of activities of 
Orissa. The famous novelist and the ardent biographer Surendra Mohanty 
titled his outstanding book on Madhusudan as ‘Satabdira Surya’ - (the 
Sun of the Century). For a pciod covering more than half a century, 
Madhusudan shone like the sun with all its splendourous glow in the 
firmament of Orissa and like the rays of the sun touching and embracing 
every part of the universe, Madhusudan as the vanguard dealt with every 
field of activities of Orissa. He had also established his unrivalled position 
as the forerunner in urban spheres of the National endeavour. 

In the middle part of Nineteenth Century, the Society deeply 
afflicted by prejudicial, Ageold traditions and blind beliefs was practically 
losing its relevance in the modern world. In Bengal many uprising young 
men like Michel Madhusudan accepted Christianity. During the student 
career at Calcutta, Madhusudan being deeply moved and struck by the 
parting words of Christ, “ Father! forgive them, for they know not what 
they do”; and the sublime spirit of compassion and forgiveness associated 
with it, embraced Christianity in the year 1869. 

Madhusudan married, Saudamini Devi, one of his close associates 
in the year 1873, but after too brief a period of married life she breathed 
her last in the year 1878 without bearing any child. After this the entire 

* life of Madhusudan was a record of unnlloyed dedication completely laid 
at the altar of the motherland. Carlyle once said “all history is biography”. 
This is prattically truc in casc of Madhusudan. For a period of nearly 
half a century. Madhusudan was “history of the Orissa incarnate” and 
all major incidents of Orissa revolved round his life. 
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Sir Ramsay Macdonald (Later Prime Minister of England) in his 
book containing the lively accounts of his visit to India paid ovation to 
Medhusudan as “uncrowned king of Orissa”. 

In spite of the fact that Madhusudan’s ficld of activity to a certain 
extent centered round Orissa, but he always visualised the economic 
regeneration and upliftment of the country from the Indian view point. 
As a forcrunner in field of Swadeshi industrial movement and a pioneer 
in thre field of rehabilitation of untouchables through the industrial 
un xings, the position of Madhusudan is unrivalled in India. He also 
provided a distinct identity and a well recognised place for the minority 
communities of India. 

Madhusudan is certainly remembered in the history as one of the 
outstanding figures in the national resurgence - the Renaissance of India 
which heralded a period of social, economic, and political awakening. In 
the numerous field of activities and assemblages of people in the meetings, 
Madhusudan initiated the proceedings with laying of floral wreathes at 
the feet of the Mother India. He worshipped Mother India with a sense 
deep reverence. 

Madhusudan was grievously struck by the deepening crisis which 
the country was facing with the gradual influx of foreign goods and the 
manner in which the indigenous industries were being afflicted. With the 
Squeezing of the market, the rural industries were practically paralysed. 
Being trapped in the age old inflexibilities of the worn out methods of 
production, these industries were losing their credibility. Madhusudan 
felt that the process can be retrieved by launching a determined campaign 
for the committed use of country made goods along with effecting 
substantial improvement in the production processes by partly introducing 
latest mechanical devices with out affecting its original tenor and the 
artistic quality of production. In the year 1894, Madhusudan was 
practically seized with an irresistible nationalist urge of using exclusively 
country made articles. Being impelled by this desire, at the first instance 
he moved round the houses of the cobblers and supervised the modes of 
production and ultimately arranged for preparation of a pair of shoes of 
his own choice. He made similar exerciscs in the field of other spheres 
of production. 

As a protest against the degrading and exploitative policies adopted 
by British colonial rule, Madhusudan visualized a liberated India by 
engulfing the entire country with the organisation of Swadeshi industrial 
undertakings in an extensive manner. 

With all these objectives in view Madhusudan launched a chain of 
indigenous industries under the banner “Orissa Arts Wares’in the year 
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1897. This initial venture had stirred up the spirit of artisans and rich 
promises were held out. From the year 1898-99 this new industrial unit 
- Orissa Artwarcs covered production of wide varieties of delicate and 
highly ornamental articles embellished with innovative designs ranging 
from the gold and silver filigree products, horn and ivory carvings, brass, 
iron and aluminium welded products and finally articles of leather goods 
including shoes. 

Al! these pioneering efforts of Madhusudan blazed a new trail ~ a 
ray of hope. A new leaf was turned in the history of Swadeshi industrial 
movement. The industrial unit “Orissa Artwares” embarked on a novel 
phase of development. Later on an Art school was added to the complex. 
Through this school, training was imparted in the advanced use of 
mechanical devices in Handloom weaving (fly shuttle looms) and 
innovative dyeing processes of cotton and silk fabrics were introduced. 
Alongwith these, improved charakha was designed with the attachment 
of quick spianing devices in around the year 1902. 

Madhusudan being totally engrossed in the production processes 
had to embark on the role of an impassioned artistic designer with delicate 
drawing of imaginative lines. Practically he finally emerged as a zealous 
and prolific craftsman of tender and finer sensibilities. A spirit of creatives 
upsurge ~ a stimulas of great extensity had overpowered him. In the 
leisurely moments he was found in deep contemplative mood in designing 
the delicate artistic products embossed with intricate filigree workmanship. 
A fervour of artistic lurical tenderness of artistic exuberance pervaded in 
the entire atmosphere. In the deep recesses of his mind emerged a spring 
of creative impulse which kept him surcharged and engrossed for hours 
together. In these queer ecstatic moments of his delicate imagination, the 
heavily built ornaments worn by Oriya ladies were changed into agile 
products, bearing a stamp of rare workmanship. In this process many 
artistic products embellished in intricate designs were prepared ranging 
from trays, vases, cups shields, replica of historical monuments like 
temples, towers, artistic gateways and other products of highly decorative 
designs. 

Madhusudan was fully committed to the cause of resurgence of 
untouchables. He had taken a vow to rehabilitate them in the sphere rural 
industries. He made initial efforts in the year 1897 in this line by setting 
up of ‘Orissa Artwares’ in which he opened a separate section. for 
manufacturing of leather goods and shoes by the untouchable craftsmen. 
All these efforts finally culminated in establishing an export oriented 
leather industry called the `Utkal Tanncry’ 1905. This is long before the 
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Swadeshi movement in the year was started in other parts of the country 
as a consequent out come of the Division of Bengal. While visiting the 
tannery in the year 1925 Mahatma Gandhi was deeplv moved, He observed 
the manner in which the forlorn untouchables were being rehabilitated 
with a great deal of sympatliy, compassion and brotherliness. 

In the year 1912 the Bihar & Orissa province was created, 
being carved out of Bengal presidency. After the introduction of 
M ford reforms, Madhusudan was appointed in the year 1921 as the 
Minister for transferred subjects of Bihar & Orissa Government. As the 
Minister for Local self-government, Madhusudan introduced in the year 
1923 the highly progressive Local self-government Act with the provision 
of ‘Recall’ of the elected representative who had lost their confidence 
and reservation of a seat for the untouchable in the management and 
local bodies. 

During his two memorable trips to London in 1897 and 1907, 
Madhusudan had drawn the attention of the government about the 
injustices that were being inflicted on Indian people by British 
Administration by pursuing unimaginative policies which could have been 
made benevolent with a touch of sympathy and reciprocative tender 
feelings. Madhusudan also met the Secratary of the State for India and 
pressed the demand for amalgamation of Oriya speaking areas into a 
single administrative unit. During this tour covering for a period more 
than six months, he also visited France, Italy, Switzerland and some of 
the countries of the middle east. The second trip to England in the year 
1907 was brought to an abrupt end due to unprecedented drought 
conditions prevailing in Orissa after the devastating flood. Madhusudan 
came along with, Neveinson the representative: of Glasgow Herald to 
undertake relief operations and for drawing the attention of the 
Government. Due to pressing demand of Madhusudan, Government 
intervened and wide spread arrangements were made for undertaking 
relief operations. 

Madhusudan had a very brilliant and outstanding record as a 
legislator and his outpouring of biting criticism against British 
Administration on the flopr of the different Councils unparalleled. His 
career as a legislator started in the year 1896 as a member of Bengal 
Legislative Council, which was later on succeeded by his career in Bihar 
& Orissa Legislative Council from 1912 to 1924. But his masterly and 
commanding presentation of intricate problems from Indian perspective 
as a member of central legislature from 1913 to 1916 had earned for 
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him an enviable reputation, unsurpassed bv many of his contemporaries. 
Madhusudan Submitted a memorial and gave evidence before Montague 
and Chelmsford reforms committee in the year 1917 and strongly put 
forth his demands for the creation of the state of Orissa. 

The closing years of Madhusudan from the year 1928 onwards 
was totally devoted for speeding up of the process of the creation of the 
new state of Orissa in spite of his failing health conditions and infirmity 
associated with the old age. He closely and actively participated in the 
proceedings of the various committees setup for creation of the state of 
Orissa and demarcation of the ,boundaries of the proposed state. 

During this period Madhusudan was shifted to a nursing home at 
Calcutta. He was suffering from prostrate gland cnlargement and other 
associated ailments. On a particular day, the excruciating pain in the 
stomach intensified to such an extent that it could not be tolerated by 
him. He was fecling as if his intestine was being cut into pieces by a 
sharp edged instrument. The intesity pain increased making him 
completely exhausted, cxaperated and immobilized. At this point of time 
a letter was delivered, cominunicating the message from the London as 
follows: 

“Orissa province declared on 24th September 1933”. 

Aha ! With the twinkling of an eye, the pain in the stomach 
vanished. He was feeling as if, by the sudden partaking of a strong 
intoxicated drink, made him coinpletely relaxed. A quivering feeling of 
joy was permeating through the entire body. A healing peace came to his 
face. A strong feeling of exhilaration had overpowered him, supressing 
his physical pain, and he was feeling rapturously happy. This lasted for 
a moment only. Indeed how sincerely and intensely Madhusudan eagerly 
awaited the publication of the notification for the creation of the state. 

During the last year of his life, he specially deputed the Maharaja 
of Paralakhemidi to proceed to London and to sort out the complexities 
in the formation of the state of Orissa. Madhusudan as a member of the 
Orissa Administrative Committee, rendered valuable services for the 
formation of the state. 

His lifelong endeavour associated with impassioned sustaining 
efforts of unremitting zeal had Ied to the creation of the State of Orissa 
which become a reality. After the final proclamation relating to the 
creation of the State of Orissa in the year 1933, Madhusudan passed 
away on 4th February, 1934 having his life’s most cherished dream 


fulfilled. 
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Without any responsibility of raising the family of his own, his 
entire life was placed at the altar of the mother land as a prayerful 
offering. The last words which rang out from his lips with a voice dynamic 
and compelling were exuding a message of his total and integral 
dedication for the cause of the mother land. The words were, 

“ Here was an Oriya who never feared power and who was 
never lured out of his right path. Independently he only sought the 
help of the God”. 

On his sad demise the tributes paid by Mr. E.S.Hornalc, the 
commissioner of Orissa Division faithfully reflected the sublime purpose 
for which Madhusudan had dedicated his life. The words were:- 

“He ever obeyed the command * fight the good fight, with all 
the might’ the fight against the power of evil against injustice, 
humiliation and inhumanity. Manfully he led the way towards the 
promised land of Self-Governing Orissa and it is was not given to him 
to enter it, at the end he stood, like dying Moses on the highest peak 
of Pisgah, in full view of it below him in the certain assurance that it 
Should be the heritage of the people and so could cry” - 

“O Grave, where ts thy sting ? 

O Death, where is the victory ? 

He is not dead : He layeth down, 

His sword and cross to take his crown” 


“Let us not forget that we owe him more than honour to his 
memory. He strove not for his own honour, but for the honour of his 
Nation, so to dedicate ourselve to the future of that Nation”. 

The new state of Orissa came into existence on 1st April 1936, as 
a living memorial to Madhusudan for whose lifclong endeavour and 
dedicated service, Orissa found its rightful place in the Indian dominion. 

Oh ! he is really the maker of Orissa and one of the founding 
fathers of Indian Nationalism. Yes ! here stands the effulgent spirit 
of Orissa in its entirety, glowing and unsullicd. 
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MADHUSUDAN DAS 
THE PRIDE OF THE NATION 


Madhusudan Das, the maker of the modern Orissa was often 
called by his ardent followers and devoted biographers as ‘Jatiya Gourab’ 
the pride of the nation. He was one of the key figures of Indian 
renaissance, the national revival and resurgence of India. In keeping with 
the true Indian spirit, he held the Indian values in high esteem and 
cherished a liberated India free from domination of foreign powers who 
were engaged in exploiting the country. 

Madhusudan Das was born in one of the darkest periods of Orissan 
history in 1848. He was a born fighter and carried out his mission of life 
and fought for the upliftment of the country in the teeth of all oppositions. 
As early as the last part of the nineteenth century, he had established a 
chain of indigenous industries as a protest against British exploitation 
and launched a well organised campaign for the committed use of country 
made articles in preference to foreign made goods. He was a stringent 
critic of British imperialism and colonisation. In one of his biting 
criticisms against British policies he declared in a session of imperial 
council on 7th March 1916 “Salt tax in India has always been 
considered as a blot on the fiscal policy of Government of India. Salt 
is not a luxury. Being a poor man unable to buy salt, if he takes a little 
saline dust (where saline earth is found) he is sent to prison for three 
10 six months and the man who sends him to prison gets a reward; 
whereas if a cow impelled hy hunger to trespass on a farm, the cow is 
only taken into the pound and not sent to jail. Here is the enormity of 
the tax”!. 

The historic statement pronounced by Madhusudan in the Central 
legislature, heralded the Gandhiji’s Salt Satyagraha which was launched 
15 years later throughout the length and breadth of the country in the 
year 1930. Besides, as early as 1896, because of Madhusudan’s persistent 
demand made in the Bengal Legislative Council, restrictions imposed 
were relaxed to a great extent and the dying salt industries located in the 
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East Coast of India were revived and were put on some what stable 
footing. 

For all these Mahatma Gandhi had paid tributes to Madhusudan 
Das in glowing terms and said “The late Madhusudan Das was a great 
patriot. He wore out himself in teaching the youth of his country dignity 
of labour and gave practical proof of this by establishing, at a great 
Sacrifice, a tannery at Cuttack”. 

Madhusudan fought valiantly for the cause of the depressed and 
downtrodden untouchables and set up a tannery in the year 1905 and 
other rural industries from the ycar 1897 onwards for their rehabilitation. 
This was long bcfore the Harijan movement started by Mahatma Gandhi 
and in this respect Madhusudan Das was the forcrunner in this field in 
the entire country. Mahatma Gandhi giving credit to Madhusudan as his 
path finder had said, “the late Madhusudan Das had opened my eyes, 
to the great crime against a part of humanity” (Harijan - 7-9-1934). 

Madhusudan Das regarded the untouchables as his kinsman and 
mixed very closely with them while supervising the process of tanning 
and manufacturing of leather goods in tle Utkal tannery. In the midst of 
large gatherings and assemblage of people, Madlwsudan was often found, 
seated on the ground among the untouchables in an air of great intimacy 
and cordiality. 

Madhusudan undauntedly fought for the emancipation of women. 
While paying tributes to the women of India, he said in the Bihar Council 
on 23.11.1921: “ Mother’s womb is only the living temple.... the temple 
where God communes with man. In that temple of mother’s womb, 
God puts the soul into the body which the mother has brought into 
being with her blood”, In fact Madhusudan had redeemed a pledge, by 
conferring the right on the women to practise in the law courts of India 
as lawyers. Madhusudan was instrumental in putting up a resolution in 
the Central Legislature in the year 1923 for conferring equal right to 
women. As the result of which the Legal practitioners Act was amended 
to accommodate women within the provisions of the law allowing them 
to appear in the courts of India as lawyers. For this, the legal practitioners 
of India are deeply indebted to Madhusudan. This is certainly a historic 
achievement’. 

In fact, in this struggle Miss Sudhansu Bala Hazra, one of the 
adopted daughters of Madhusudan appeared in the Patna High Court on 
12th December 1923, as the first lady advocate of the country. 
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Madhusudan fought the entire battle for conferring this inalienable right, 
taking Miss Hazra as the representative of the women of India. 

Miss Soila Bala Das, another adopted daughter of Madhusudan 
was appointed as the first lady honorary Magistrate of the country at 
Patna in the year 1925°. The sheer association of these towering 
personalities like Madhusudan brought immense glory and recognition to 
their compatriots. 

Language is the most important unifying factor and it forges an 
unbreakable bond among thc groups of pcople. This bond had led to 
creation of various countiguous territories according to the languages 
spoken by them. Any attempt to break this bond and to destabilize the 
pattern, causes grievous wounds which continue to bleed unless healed 
up. This had resulted in consequent resentment and agitation in many 
parts of india. This aspect had not been taken seriously by British 
Administration. 

Madhusudan was a pioneer in the entire country in building of 
states on linguistic basis. In fact Sri Surendranath Banerjee, the father of 
Indian Nationalism, felicitated Madhusudan in a meeting held at Cuttack 
on Ist January 1915 and said that “the entire India will follow the foot 
steps of Madhusudan ih organisation of various states on the basis 
language which in the long run would strengthen the spirit of Indian 
Nationalism”. In fact, after the fall of the last independent king of 
Orissa in the year 1568, Orissa was dismembered, and the different parts 
of the Oriya speaking territories were annexed as appendage to the state 
of Bengal, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Madras. It is because of the 
singular and resolute attempt of Madhusudan, the State of Orissa came 
into existence as a separate administrative unit in the year 1936. 
Madhusudan can stand in comparison with Mazzini, under whose valiant 
leadership Italy was united into a single country. The States Reorganisation 
Commission set-up in Independent India in the year 1954 had followed 
the example set by Madhusudan and redrawn the map of India on linguistic 
basis. 

Madhusudan Das, the forerunncr in the Stvadeshi Movement had 
also been acclaimed as the pioneer in the field of cooperative movement 
in the country. On completion of his highly rewarding trip to European 
countries, he organised “the Cuttack cooperative store” the premier 
cooperative venture in the month of June, 1898. In India the cooperatives 
were first grounded in the begining of twentieth century and more 
effectively after the promulgation of the first cooperative credit societies 


Act in the year 1904°. 
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During the first phase of his continental tour, on reaching London 
in the month of March 1897, Madhusudan was deeply struck by the 
amazing manners in which the gigantic cooperative stores were 
functioning. A spirit of inquisitiveness had taken over him. He studied 
in an exhaustive manner, how with great deal of promptitude, these stores 
functioning were able to effectively hold the price line, thus bringing 
lasting benefits to the society. 

In the last phase of his journey to different European countries, 
where cooperatives had held their sway, he not noly closcly observed in 
depth the functioning of the varied pattern of cooperatives but also studied 
exhaustively the literature available on the subject. 

After this exciting tour he reached his home town Cuttack. In fact 
during the tour, Madhusudan was propelled by an over powering urge for 
setting up of a similar cooperative venture at Cuttack. A spirit of adventure 
had taken over him. For this purpose he invited every weekend different 
groups of people to his residence. On these occasions he kept the audience 
enthrilled and spellbound by narrating the manner in which the 
cooperatives were functioning successfully in Western countries. This 
had it’s immediate effect. 

During the days of summer months, when every one was relaxing 
due to excessive heat and taking respite, the Cuttack cooperative store 
was organised on 11th June, 1898. Madhusudan held the post of Honorary 
Secretary and Babu Janakinath Bose (the father of Subash Chandra Bose) 
acted as the treasurer. 

After this, the entire process was speeded up. Response to the 
appeal for raising share capital was spontaneous. With the approach of 
harvesting season a sum of rupees six thousand was collected towards 
share capital. The shutters of the consumer store were thrown open in 
the month of October 1898. With the functioning of the store, agriculture 
commodities were directly purchased from the producers and other goods 
from the manufactures. The store as a pioneering venture set high 
standards in its performance and yas doing brisk business. 

The store functioned successfully for a considerable length of time 
and was able to spread the message of cooperation in the country. This 
. had created a climate of preparedness for convulging the entire country 
with cooperative ideology and undertakings. 

Madhusudan was the torch-bearer in the field of Swadeshi 
Movement in India. In his Presidential address delivered in the year 
1912 at the Bihar Students’ Conference at Motihari, Madhusudan said <I 
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have been in the field of Swadeshi Industries for nearly 18 years. This 
was long before there was the least shadow of Swadeshi Movement. I 
know I have failed but I have not given up. A ship commander’s 
advice is valuable when he points out to you the position and dimension 
of the rock on which he wrecked his vessel.... while on the subject I 
Should entreat you to divest your mind of the indignity which Indian 
associates with manual labour. There is dignity of labour I cannot 
understand the hand which eats the bread cannot earn it”. 

It was an incident during the highly enlivening tour to England in 
the year 1897. Madhusudan being impassioned with an urge of propagating 
the concept of Swadeshi industrial movement, very imaginatively 
organised an exihibition in London displaying therein highly embellished 
artistic Swadeshi products decorated with enchanting designs and other 
products used in the daily necessities of life. This really provided a very 
refreshing visual treat to the English people giving them an unique 
opportunity for studying from the close quarters the harsh realities and 
problems faced by the rural industries in India’. 

During his tour, to the democratic land of England, where 
democracy had its birth, nurturing sustenance and comprehensive full 
growth, Madhusudan studied all about constitutional reforms, social 
reforms, legal reforms and reforms which brought about awakening in 
the society. He studied the process of manufacturing in the giant factories 
with a spirit of inquisitiveness from the close quarters. While touring 
industrial countries in Europe, his interest centered round in observing 
the mechanical and chemical processes in the factories, which would 
provide him the required insight for bringing a break through in the 
industrial climate of India, by establishing of smallscale industries. In 
Germany he observed the process of manufacturing of leather goods 

“including tanning of the hides of the animal. This was his specialised 
area of study, in which he acquired great deal of proficiency. 

After his return from visiting inany industrial countries of Europe 
in the year 1897, he established ‘Orissa Art Wares’ for manufacturing 
highly artistic filigree products which earned reputation for their brilliance, 
excellence in designing and superiority in the craftsmanship. Madhusudan 
was a person with high degree of ingenuity and had himself drawn up the 
designs for these highly artistic products with a great degree of 
contemplative imagination. 

From 1903 onwards Madhusudan launched a well concerted 
campaign for p. . gressive use of Swadeshi goods in lieu of foreign goods 
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and obtained the pledges from the dedicated countrymen for using country- 
made goods. Madhusudan carried on this work against the stiff opposition 
of British Administration. This is long before the Swadeshi Movement 
started in the country in the year 1906 as a consequence of the division 
of Bengal’. In this connection, an extract from the autobiography of 
Nilakantha Das (Latcr the erudite scholar of Orissa), during his days as 
a student of Puri High School is given below. This was an incident 
around the year 1904. 

‘At Puri a meeting was organised at Jagannath Ballava Math. 
Gentlemen from all walks of life and school students attended the meeting. 
At first Madhusudan delivered a heart rendering speech charged with 
deep emotional feclings propagating the concept of Swadcshi 
Industrialisation. Then he implored all concerned to exclusively usc 
Swadeshi goods. 

At the end of meeting a register was circulated among the audicnce 
for securing signatures from the persons who would take a pledge to 
exclusively use country made swadeshi goods, during the rest part of 
their lives. 

That was during the days, When British imperialism was at its full 
sway. The meeting was closely guarded by police officers and security 
personnel. In those days all the inanufactured goods were imported from 
England. Putting a signature in the register would mean going directly 
against the basic principles upheld by the British imperialism. Against 
the stiff opposition of British rule, Madhusudan carried on his activities 
undauntedly.’ 

At last Madhusudan emerged as the large-scale manufacturer of 
leather goods, by setting up of Utkal Tannery. India was a large exporter 
of raw hides to the foreign countries and to stem this tide, Madhusudan 
considered the idea of manufacturing of leather goods to make India 
self-sufficient in this field, by utilising indigenous products. The quality 
of the products manufactured by Utkal Tannery were of such a high 
standard that the boots manufactured by Utkal Tannery were used by the 
soldiers during the First World War. 

In an article published in the Bombay chronicle on 15th November 
1932, Mahatma Gandhi specially mentioned in respect of Madhusudan’s 
unique efforts in establishing the Tannery in the following manner. ; 

“Madhusudan Das was a great Philanthropist and had himself 
learnt the modern process of tanning, had prepared statistics to show 
what the country was losing annually owing to the superstition of 
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untouchability masquerading under the name of the religion. Harijan 
workers can learn the method and acquaint the tanners with it in so 
far as it is practicable”, 

Utkal Tannery had not only modernised the process of 
manufacturing of leather goods, but had a social purpose behind its 
organisation. This point has been duly projected by Mahatma Gand! in 
the following version. “ By segregating labour from the intellect we are 
being subjected to oppression. We can get ample proof of this while 
studying different aspects of tanning industries. Late Madhusudan Das 
had opened my eyes in this respect. He had explained to me that we 
were inflicting injustice on a large section of the community. To educate 
about this he had set up a tanning industry mainly for expiation of the 
sins committed by us” 

The Utkal Tannery which started in the year 1905 became a mighty 
venture. In the administrative report of the province of Bihar & Orissa 
for the year 1917-18 a reference was made (o the activities of Utkal 
Tannery which mentioned ... “AH reports prove that Utkal Tannery made 
steady progress since its inception and its manufacturing attained an 
excellence which was recognised by all. Particularly the lizard skins of 
the Utkal Tannery was in great demand in England and America”. 

Highly applauding the novel venture of Utkal Tannery which 
created a record of excellence in the sphere of Swadeshi Industrial 
Undertaking, the Industrial expert of the Govt. of Bihar & Orissa Mr. 
B.N. Das said in the following terms in the year 1921. 

“ It is remarkable that long before the wave of Swadeshi 
industrialism and even before the Swadeshi movement of Bengal in 
1905, this idea of pioneering a new industry was conceived by a man 
belonging to a province which was considered to be the one most 
backward of the three sister provinces. All the more wonder is that Mr. 
Das, a highly educated man, a busy lawyer at the head of the local 
Bar, should have been attracted to this stinking trade which from time 
immemorial belonged to the depressed classes (the Chamars) in 
India” B, 

Madhusudan was a stringent critic of the industrial policies adopted 
by the Government of India. On 21st March 1916 while criticizing the 
nefarious and harmful policies adopted by the government, he said in a 
over powering voice on the floor of the Imperial Legislative Council in 


the following manner; 
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“Government had an exhibition at Calcutta to show the industrial 
products of Germany and Austria which found their way to India. 
Austria and Germany have been sucking the blood of India like the 
Americans, but which while it sucks human hlood, actually fans its 
victim with its wings. It has been discovered that they are blood 

*suckers”". These arc the satirical modes of presentation of statement 
made by Madhusudan. 

Madhusudan had a brilliant and outstanding record as a legislator, 
and a parliamentarian of excellence. Madhusudan as a Legislator was 
practically unassailable and invincible having a rare record unsurpassed 
by many luminarics. He started his carcer as a legislator in the year 1896 
in the Bengal Legislative Council, followed by Bihar and Orissa 
Legislative Council from 1912 to 1924, Along with Madan Mohan 
Malaviya, Gopal Krushna Gokhale, Dadabhoy Naroji and Mr. Jinnah, 
Madhusudan was a member of Imperial Legislative Council (Viceroy’s 
Council) from 1913-1917. The brilliant speeches delivered by 
Madhusudan with great deal of vigour and spirit, were marked by sarcasm 
and scathing remarks against the harmful and outrageous policies adopted 
by the British Administration, as a result of which there was deplorable 
deterioration of the conditions of this country on all the fronts. This had 
led to the frequent occurrences of famine and wiping out of mural industries 
thus greatly disturbing the balance maintained in the rural economy and 
making the entire country poverty stricken. 

He laid stress on educating people to meet the exigencies of 
occurrence of famine and drought which were the recurring features of 
Tndian economy. He said in the Bengal Council on 3rd April 1897 : “By 
educating people in the art of agriculture we will enable the people to 
know when and what crops they can grow in a season when rainfall 
is scanty. This is very desirable because the peculiarity of agriculture 
in this country, is that people move about the same and old groove and 
have the same crop year after irrespective of the vicissitudes of 
season””, He also further added “ that a portion of the fund earmarked 
for famine relief be utilised for teaching people in the art of handicrafts 
and local industries which can supplement the income of the farmers 
in the days of scarcity resulting from the occurrence of famine and 
drought”. 

In his maiden speech made on 4th April 1896 in Bengal Legislative 
Council, Madhusudan vehemently opposed the idea of setting up an 
agricultural college and suggested that the amount should be utilised for 
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introduction of preliminary field-based agricultural courses in the primary 
classes in Orissa. He further stated that this would have immediate 
cascading effect on improvement of agriculture rather than conducting of 
theory-based classes in an Agricultural College without any connection 
with or relevance to the realities of the field situation. 

Madhusudan in his speech madc in the floors of the Bengal 
Legislative Council vehemently criticised educational policies adopted 
by Government of India. 

“This is the lamentable result of the present system of education, 
because the present system does not train the hand with the head and 
therefore it is necessary to remove the false impression. The hand 
should be trained with head. Sir tradition says, that when ‘Kalapahad’ 
went to Orissa, at the news of his march, hands of the idols dropped 
of. It seems that as soon as education enters a village, the hands of the 
artisans drop off °. 

This is the tone in which Madhusudan made most of the statements 
in the council, which were filled with stringent criticism mixed with 
pithy and scathing remarks and witty observations which often created 
commotion and explosive situations. His fellow legislators felt perplexed 
and often thrilled when they heard him speak. This had endeared 
Madhusudan among his fellow legislators as he fought for the lost causes 
mostly for the the persons unduly deprived of their rights and privileges. 
He was admired for his magnetic personality and powerful delivery of 
speeches with great deal of zeal and enthusiasm. Lord Bourdline, the 
Governor of Bengal felicitated Madhusudan in the year 1903 as the 
Senator Cato of Bengal Council. Senator Cato of Rome was proverbially 
known for valiantly upholding the rights and the privileges of deprived 
classes of people. 

On that occasion Lord Bourdlineé told that “Hon'ble member, Mr. 
Madhusudan Das has well earned the title of Cato of Bengal Council. 
We will remember that it wag said of the great philosopher that 
victorious cause pleases the God; but’ {fpsing cause was dear to Cate 
In fact Madhusudan was really & redeemet of downtrodden people and . 
fought valiantly for the lost causes. 

At the instigation of zamindars belonging to places other'tHitn that 
of Orissa, who were holders of large extents of the agricultural-land in 
Orissa under British made Sunset Law, the Orissa Tenancy:Bill was 
introduced in 1912 in the Bengal Legislative Council. The purpose of 
the bill was to cofifer powers on the zamindars to carry on stringetit 
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exploitative measures on the tenants thus bringing disaster to the entire 
agricultural community with the levying of higher taxes and enforcement 
of unlawful privileges. Madhusudan fought resolutely and vehemently 
against these provisions of the Bill and said “Tn these provisions I hear 
today the savage roar of voracious tiger, the man-eaters of Bengal” 
He further added that, by thesc provisions of the Bill, ‘records of right 
would be treated into records of wrong’?. 

Dilating on this subject he fiirther expressed in deep sense of 
anguish. “Sir, every-one.. may at least can play Hamlet's ghost on the 
stage. But does anybody realise the feelings of Hamlet's ghost? It is 
necessary, for one to die like Hanlct, be buried and then come out of 
the grave before he can know what the feelings of Hamlet's ghost 
were. So it is not possible for us to realise the raiyat’s position”, 

In the clause 13 of the Tenancy Bill, it had bcen provided that 
“every transfer, by sale gift or exchange of any tenure or a portion of 
tenure.... shall be invalid unless made with the consent of the landlord”, 
knowing fully well that the landlord’s consent was difficult to obtain, as 
he had made it an established source of his income by insisting upon an 
exorbitant rate of mutation fees. This was very unjustifiable as tenant 
was placed at the mercy of the Landlord. In fact, the tenant was reduced 
to the state of a slave. 

Madhusudan compared the Bill with ‘Nabagunjara’ depicted in 
the Mahabharat of Sarala Das. He accordingly said: 

“In the mahabharat there is transfiguration of Krishna. He 
appeared at once transfigured. It was a monstrous figure standing on 
three legs and holding Sudarsana Chakra, the emblem of almighty 
destructive power in right hand. Of the three legs one was of a tiger 
and the second of a horse and third of an elephant. The tail was the 
extended hood of a cobra. A lion’s body and peacock’s neck completed 
the figure”. 

“It was the combination of all destructive power available in 
creation with an attractive front as the peacock’s neck’ has. That is the 
character of this Bill. Of the destructive powers of Bengal Government, 
Orissa need not be reminded. The famine of 1866 and the floods which 
followed it carrying away more than a million people of Orissa need 
not he supplemented by additional proofs of the powers of the 
Government. Why then this combination of all that is oppressive in 
Bengal, Madras, Chotanagpur, Bihar and East Bengal. The bill 
combines all these. In Orissa, a land were the worst character of all 
parts of India find refuge”. 
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In spite of these scathing and biting remarks and highly persuasive 
arguments and provoking statements put forward by Madhusudan, the 
Bill was passed. Before the bill was to be made into Act. it needed the 
assent of the Viccroy. 

Losing no further time Madhusudan sent a threatening letter to the 
Viceroy, Lord Hardingc, that in case the Bill was giveen assent to, he 
would arrange a demonstration of protest, before the Viccroy’s residence 
at Calcutta by bringing at least 20,000 aggrieved agriculturists from 
Orissa. 

The Viceroy Lord Hardinge ultimately yielded to the appeal made 
by Madhusudan and refused to give assent to the Bill. In his memoir, 
Lord Hardinge narrated the incident in the following words. 

“Just before 1 left Calcutta an awkward and unpleasant incident 
occured. My carriage was at the door and I was saying good bye to my 
friends, when the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal brought me the Orissa 
Tenancy and the Mining Law passed by the Bengal Legislative Council 
on the previous day and asked my assent to it. Now in four days time, 
Orissa was to be separated from Bengal and be embodied in the new 
province of Bihar and Orissa and it was fairly evident that the Bill has 
been rushed through the Council with view to getting it passed before 
the change of Provincial boundaries in order to meet the interest of 
the Bengali landowners, which 1 knew to be considerable. As it was 
contrary to the parctice, to give my assent to a measure which I had 
not had an opportunity to consider and naturally in view of the objection 
mentioned above, I refused to give assent after consideration with my 
legal advisers. There has been no instance of a Viceroy with holding 
his assent to a Bill for a great number of years” ®. 

Madhusudan stood steadfastly for the Indianisation in all the 
spheres and his outpouring of biting criticisms against the British Colonial 
rule was unparalleled. Biswanath Das, the former Chief Minister ot 
Orissa while paying tributes to Madhusudan said; 

“Mr Das combines in him the greatest critic of British 
imperialism and the greatest believer in the self-governing India in the 
British commonwealth of Nations”. 

During his period of stay at Patna, Madhusudan had an occasion 
to visit the European club. It was a leisurely moment in the cool evening. 
Lively discussions ensued. A sprit of congeniality prevailed. But suddenly 
the trend of the discussion changed and a top ranking English officer, 
breaking the usual decorum said in a tone of snobbery and resentment, 


38 


“Do you know Mr. Das!, the Sun never sets in the British empire” 

Immediately came the reply. Without pausing a littlc, Madhusudan 
instantancously retorted “yes I know... because the sun does not trust 
British people in darkness”, i 

This sharp satirical reply kept the members of the club stunned 
and perplexcd. A deep sense of indignation is reflected in the reply. 
Really Madhusudan entcrtained a stong sense of contempt towards the 
harmful policies adopted by the British Administration. 

During the second visit to England, Madhusudan convened a 
conference of journalists at Scarbrough in the month of September 1907. 

With an impassioned voice charged with deep emotion, 
Madhusudan vehemently criticized the unwholesome and clandestine 
policies adopted by the local officials to keep the people of India 
demoralised and supressed. These deliberations kept the audience thrilled 
without flagging their interest and created stir among the intellectuals. 
The details relating to the conference were faithfully reproduced in the 
News paper, ‘Strand News’ published in London on 11th September, 
1907. 

“Mr. Madhusudan Das is satisfied that if the real state of things 
can be brought home to the government, reforms will be forthcoming, 
and he is straining every effort to adopt this sane and constitutional 
course in order to avoid further trouble. The people of Orissa are full 
of loyalty to the king, but they are revolting against the oppression of 
local officialdom. It is the disloyalty of the officials, said Mr. Das, 
which is the cause of the troubles, and he hopes as the result of an 
interview with Lord Morley to obtain the redress which is asked for”. 

From this report it was amply made clear, that Orissa was being 
subjected to maladministration of officialdom, which had a corroding 
effect on the vitality of the state and strangulated the state in the chain 
of subjugation. Being dismembered, for an Oriya, the first step towards 
the path of nationalisation was to be delivered from the clutches of the 
degrading officialdom of the intermediary officers drawn from out side 
the state without having any stake in the interest of the state. So in the 
early part of his career, Madhusudan directed his energy for deliverance 
from the degrading policies of officialdom and to provide a distinct 
place of identity and recognition by creating a separate administrative 
unit of Orissa. 

During his stay in England, Madhusudan had an interview with 
Lord Morley the Secretary of the State for India. In this interview he was 
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very critical about the manner in which the administration was run by the 
British officials resulting in many untoward incidents which could have 
been avioded tactfully without slackening the administrative tenor. 
Madhusudan said to Lord Morley in a voice of resentment as follows: 

“Newly posted British officers are given an idea, that India is 
not a free country and he must rule like a despot. Exercise of 
unrestricted power is recommended to every young man joining in the 
administration. The young Civil Servant tried to be a despot, but he 
proves to be a failure because he had not been trained in the principle 
and secrets of despotic rule.... . If the Czar of Russia were placed on 
the throne of England he would be assassinated within 48 hours of his 
beginning to rule. On the other hand if noble queen Victoria had been 
put on the throne of Russia, she would have resigned in less than 48 
hours”? 

Jt was an incident relating to the last part of the ninetcenth century. 
The famous English writer Rudyard Kipling in one of his stories, published 
during that time, cast aspersions on the activities of an administrative 
officer comming from Bengal and posted in the frontiers of the country. 
The character of the officer was delineated in a tone of contempt and 
indignation with total disregard to the feelings of Indian readers. This 
had raised a volley of protests. 

Srimati Sarala Devi Chaudhurani, a very highly spirited and 
enterprising lady of Calcutta, with deep sensibilities was emotionally 
hurt and aggrieved in the manner the story was rendered. She could not 
supress her deep sense of resentment and -reaction. An expression of 
anguish and restlessness flickered in her eyes. She immediately sat down 
and drafted a letter of protest and came all the way to Cuttack to have 
further discussions with Madhusudan in the matter. 

Madhusudan was absent from Cuttack at that time. Srimati 
Chaudhurani eagerly awaited for his arrival. At last Madhusudan returned 
and Srimati Sarala Devi Chaudhurani narrated the incident in a tone of 
deep concern. Madhusudan heard the matter cooly. A queer little flutter 
came to his face. 

After a short interval, he called Srimati Chaudhurani and told her 
in a tender and enchanting voice, “Oh Saralu Devi! you need not be 
disturbed in this incident but be determined to take take concrete and 
decisive steps to get the youths of Bengal trained to face the final 
eventualities, the country was going to encounter”. Madhusudan paused 
a little. His face suddenly became animated and he said in a domineering 
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but softly pitched voice, “Oh Sarala Devi! you must draw up a well 
conceived time bound programme for the organisation of Atheletic 
clubs in order to provide training to the youths in handling arms and 
ammunitions alongwith other physical exercises. This in the long run 
would instill in the minds of young people a spirit of patriotism and 
admiration towards the mother land. Remember ! this preparedness of 
the v-uths to fight against British imperialism would be the befitting 
reply to Mr. Kipling, instead of sending a letter of protest being carried 
way by the impulse of momentary emotions”. 

Srimati Chaudhurani heard the advice with rapt attention, She 
was deeply moved. Confidence was instilled in her. She immediately 
returned to Calcutta. 

Being impelled and motivated by Madhusudan, Srimati 
Chaudhurani organised a club under the guidance of Prof. Murtaza and 
imparted traning in handling arms and ammunition. There was 
instantancous response. This had canght the attention of the youths of 
Bengal and immediately the number of clubs for imparting training 
multiplied. Training was imparted to the youths who later on emerged as 
the stalwarts in the terrorist movement. These were the patriots who at 
the slighest provocation were prepared to lay down their lives at the altar 
of mother land. It was learnt that Madhusudan had a positive role in 
keeping terrorist movement alive during the early part of the national 
struggle™. In fact Madhusudan provided shelter secretly to the terrorists 
from the Bengal, through the help of his trusted Lieutenant Braja Sundar 
Das. 

While paying tributes to Madhusudan, Srimati Sarala Devi 
Chaudhurani said “Madhusudan had the insight and acumen of a true 
statesman. He was a man of imagination and a man of action withal. 
Not only Orissa but India should honour him and give him a place in 
the hierarchy of its true patriots”. 

Through the imparting of armed training, the spirit of virulent 
nationalism was rekindled, engrossing a section of the youth of Bengal. 
The tradition of armed training was further maintained and nurtured in 
a concealed manner by the stalwarts like P.Mitter, Bibhuti Bhusan Duttaray 
and others till the arrival of Sti Aurobindo in the year 1906. 

As stated earlier Mahusudan was a member of Imperial Legislative 
Council and participated in the discussion on the vital subjects ranging 
from budget, criminal law and procedure, land revenue settlement, Benaras 
Hindu Universitty Bill, Indian Tariff Bill, State Management of Railways, 
etc. 
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Onc of the most remarkable periods of Madhusudan’s life was the 
glorious achicvement as the Minister of Local Sclf Government, Health 
and P.W.D. of the Government of Bihar and Orissa, thc post he creditably 
held from 1921 to 1923 under the system of Diarchy as introduced by 
Montford reforms: He accepted this post at the very sincere and cordial 
invitation extended to him by Lord S.P. Sinha, the first Indian Governor. 

On joining the post of minister he sent the following notc to the 
Government: 

“As regards the transferred subjects the Minister should be at 
liberty to select his secretaries from the Members of the Services in the 
province. Al the Members of the Service do not relish the idea of 
serving under an Indian Minister. This is natural and I do not find 
fault with them. The Services have been accustomed to see India from 
England, it is now necessary to see India from India. This point of 
view makes a great deal of difference. One may see in England the sun 
enveloped in mist while the man in India sees the country flooded with 
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sunshine’ 

As a minister he had full command over his department without 
slightest interference from the Government or from other spheres. During 
the period of his ministership plague broke out with a vehemence in 
Bihar and had taken a heavy tol! of lives. The situation was beyond 
control. A calamity had fallen on the state where number of deaths due 
to plague increased incessantly day after day. However, Madhusudan as 
the Minister of Health, personally drew up measures to fight with the 
epidemic and supervised the entire operation of the department of health. 
As a result of this the epidemic came to a halt, taking everybody by 
surprise. 

About the efforts to deal with epidemic, the following memorial 
written by M.G. Hallet, 1.C.S. can be studied with interest; 

“He never spared himself, and dealt with the greatest care with 
the problems which came before him. He was, 1 think, particularly 
interested in problems of medical relief and public health, for he had 
studied medicine in his younger days. I will quote one instance. Plague 
was a disease from which Mr. Das’s native land of Orissa has 
fortunately been free; he realised, however, it was still a menace in 
Bihar, through not to the same extent as 10 or 15 years earlier, and he 
set himself to become personally acquainted with the problem of how 
to deal with that disease which was still prevalent, in particular in 
parts of Gaya district. In the middle of the hot weather he visited 
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plague-stricken village in that district and thereby got first-hand 
knowledge of that epidemic and also of the step which were heing 
taken to deal with it”. 

Through the system of Diarchy was fraught with many huddles, 
Madhusudan tricd to rise above thosc shortcomings and performed the 
job with a great deal of alacrity and promptitudc. While paying tributes 
to Madhusudan, Mr. M.G.Hallet, 1.C.S. the Former Governor of Bihar, 
said in a statement : 

“Historians of the future, I feel sure, will sec the events of these 
years in their true perspective and will recognise... that those who like 
Mr. Das and his supporters recognised the great opportunity which 
they had of furthering the political progress of India. Their work also 
had practical results and from my experience of these years I can 
assert that in the province of Bihar and Orissa, great advances were 
made and much was done to deal with the terrible problem of alleviation 
of a human suffering”. 

One of the most outstanding and singular achievement of 
Madhusudan was the drawing up of the provisions of Local Self 
Government Act. The Act which was practically his brain child, 
incorporated the powers of ‘recall’ of elected representatives in case 
they lose the confidence. The provision of the Act, which was rare of its 
kind, amply reflected the uncompromising dedication and commitment 
of Madhusudan for upholding the cardinal principles of democracy, the 
objective round which the administration of the present day revolves. 

It was said for drafting the bill, Madhusuda asked the secretary of 
the department to come atleast with four excellent steno graphers from 
Bihar secretariat. On the appointed day, early in the morning, Madhusudan 
started giving dictation, which went on till 4.00 P.M. One after one steno 
grapher being exhausted in taking dictation gave place 10 a new steno 
grapher. In this way, the entire bill was drafted by Madhusudan without 
taking any assistance from the office. This certainly revealed the 
extraordinary capabilities, in discharging his job as a minister. Moreover 
the untouchables had their representation in the management local bodies. 

Four years after the passing of this unique piece of legislation the 
former Governor of Bihar Sir Henery Wheeler under whom Madhusudan 
‘served as Minister, paid glowing ovation to Madhusudan at a meeting 
held at Caxton Hall of London in September 1927 in the following words: 

“Mr. Madhusudan Das as the Minister of Bihar and Orissa 
carried out reforms of Municipal and District Boards Act, that went 
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far beyond shat cantious officials regarded with favour and which has 
put powers in the hands of local bodies to a far greater extent than in 
England. This too had brought about results which many officials, 
non-officials, Europeans and Indians viewed with considerable 
apprehension”. 

This statment reflects the spirit, ingenuity and imagination with 
which Madhusudan had drafted this legislation. In keeping with democratic 
ideology Madhusudan, while heading the local self governmental set up, 
run by the elected members whose posts are honorary, pleaded that his 
post as a Minister should be madc honorary in kecping in harmony with 
the entire system. But the proposal was turned down by the Government. 
Madhusudan immediately resigned from his post without any hesitation, 
thus creating a new record in India proving his dedication to the cause 
of democracy. 

Madhusudan was born in a highly respectable family belonging to 
an upper caste Hindu community, but he had embraced Christianity being 
greatly moved and impelled by the most compelling and merciful parting 
words of the Christ, ‘Father forgive them for they do not know what 
they do’. Madhusudan was very liberal in his religious thought. He was 
never a Churchian in the right sense of the term. Mahatma Gandhi while 
paying compliments to Madhusudan said “Mr. Das held most liberal 
views about the religion. Though he professed Christianity he had the 
same regard for Hinduism that he maintained for his own faith”™. 

Madhusudan while supporting the proposal on 16.3.1916 for 
amelioration of depressed classes in the Imperial Council, said: 

“I was born a high caste Hindu, owing to my conversion I belong 
to that additional depressed classes. The doors of this chamber are 
hermetically sealed against that depressed class. If any resolution is 
sent to this Council on the subject, it is considered controversial, perhaps 
the very existence of that class is considered problematic”. 

Being classified as depressed class Madhusudan had the rare 
opportunity of knowing in greater detail the living conditions of the 
depressed classes of india. Because of his magnetic personality and 
upholding of human values with a great degree of sincerity he was elected 
to the post of President of All India Christian Conference from Second 
Session to Fourth Session (1915 to 1917). As the President of All India 
Christian Conference in the year 1916 he led deputation of Indian 
Christians from India and Burma to present address of welcome to the 


Viceroy of India for the first time. 
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In supporting the resolution put forth by Dadabhoy Naroji regarding 
the amelioration of the conditions of depressed classes, Madhusudan 
stated in his usual manner as follows : “I hope all will join together and 
stretch forth their hands of sympathy and help with a sincere desire to 
uplift those classes in such a way that the classes will feel that the 
hands are held out to uplift them and not to strike them” 

In fact along with Dadablhoy Naroji, Madhusudan struggled hard 
to confer the righful place to the minority communities and the depressed 
class. This is very well revealed from his speech delivered on the floors 
of the Central Council on 16th March 1916. He was acknowledged as 
the redeemer of the undcer-priviledged classes. 

In spite of the fact that Madlwusudan remained a Christian in belief, 
he had held Godhead as the Supreme in which his faith remained 
unassailable giving him unending courage to face the vicissitudcs of life. 
When calamity befell and the administration of the famous Jagannath 
Temple, was taken over by British Government, Madhusudan fought a 
battle royal in the legal courts by filing an apeal in the Calcutta High 
Court against orders issued by the Government. 

As early as in the year 1888 he pleaded amity between Hindu and 
Muslim religions and advocated the principle of unity among all the 
religions while delivering his address in the meeting convened by ‘Fauzi 
Ama’, a liberal Muslim organisation. He had very cordial relation with 
Muslim people and whenever any injustice was done to the Muslim 
community Madhusudan tried his best to safe-guard their interest. AS 
such, a leader of the muslim community of Cuttack paid tributes to 
Madhusudan and said “we also like Hindus are reciting the Mantra 
‘Bipatau Madhusudan’. 

Madhnsudan visualised that the minorities should form an integral 
part of the Indian community with close coordination and symmetrical 
adjustment with the rest part of the community. The idea found its full 
expression in the Presidential address delivered by Madhusudan at the 
third annual conference of the All India Christian Association held at 
Madras during the year 1916. Before the assemblage of widely attended 
meeting of the intellectuals and administrators Madhusudan told in a but 
deeply moved voice as follows : 

“We are Indians, Indian blood runs in our veins; Indian history, 
Indian traditions, are the springs from which we draw our inspirations; 
our hopes for the future greatness of Indian are built on the glorious 
achievements of ancient India. We shall contribute our quota for 
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emancipation of the nation - a nation which had glorious past and is 
destined to have a glorious future”, 

“Let me assure our non-Christian brethren, our humble services - 
will always be at their command in any movement which seeks the 
political progress of India within the British Empire. The guiding 
principle of our communal life has hitherto been and will always be 
‘peace on earth and goodwill towards mankind’. We shall carry forward 
our age-old traditions reintegrating them to the changing times of the 
present, and build up an all India outlook for revitalisation of of our 
Indian Culture”. 

The country was in a state of slumberous lethargy, and it was the 
youth which was needed to awaken it, and to bring about the changes. 
Madhusudan by inspiring enthused the youth of the country, tried to 
bring them under one platform and to fight for the cause of justice. He 
has been the infallible guidc of students and created All Orissa Students 
Associations as early as 1903, the organisation which served as a training 
ground for the youths. He designed this organisation for imparting training 
to students for entering into the field of politics and social works. In the 
year 1912 the prominent student leader of Bihar, Babu Rajendra Prasad 
(Later on the first President of the Indian Republic) invited Madhusudan 
1o preside over the Annual Conference of Bihar Students’ Association. 
While recalling the incident Rajendra Prasad wrote “I first met 
Madhusudan Das who came to preside over Bihar Students’ Conference 
which was held at Motihari. We travelled together on our way to 
Champaran and the conversation I had with him in the train and the 
steamer, left an indelible impression on my mind about his personality, 
intellectual depth, fearlessness and love and devotion to the country™, 

While paying tributes to Madhusudan, Dr. Rajendra Prasad further 
wrote “His public career commenced long before men like me were 
born. He abvays struck to an original line of his own. Just towards end 
of his all too brief Ministerial career he told me that he has done best 
to give a liberal Local Self Government Act to the province. But he 
was afraid that there were forces acting against it and we should be on 
our guard to see that no tampering with the popular rights contained 
in it was allowed to be tolerated by the public. He was not afraid to 
speak and to do right, regardless of the consequences he faced it (in 
all the adverse situations of life) and faced it boldly and well”, 

In all the circumstances of life, Madhusudan remained undaunted 
and without losing his spirit he maintained his non-chalance in demeanour. 
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In spite of the fact, that Cuttack had remained the main centre 
around which major incidents of his life revolved, he had established an 
inalienable tie with Calcutta, the city with which an emotional bond was 
forged, the city which continued to beckon him to come at close intervals 
for maintaining touch with the political cross currents and major 
happenings in the national life. As an outstanding legal practitioner of 
great renown associated with Calcutta High Court, as a leading member 
of the Bengal National Council, as the sole representative of the Oriya 
speaking people to sort out all the issues with governmental machinery, 
as the exporter of the leather goods manufactured by Utkal tannery and 
lastly for establishing close rapport with the intellectnal society, 
Madhusudan was required to come very frequently to Calcutta. In all 
these occasions he used to stay in the Grand hotel. All along he maintained 
cordial And sustaining relationship with Ashutosh Mukherjee and 
Chittaranjan Das with whom he was associated since long. 

Similarly Patna continued to be a centre of his activity from the 
year 1916 to 1924, for the significant role he played, as the legal 
practitioner of Patna High Court, as a legislator of the council and as a 
minister under reform. Delhi was his centre of activity from the year 
1913 to 1917 as a member of central legislature and Bombay as an 
exporter of leather goods. Besides as the president of christian association 
and a leading member of different all India Bar councils, he had all 
pervasive contact with most parts of the country. 

After the division of Bengal in the year 1905, the country was 
passing through a period of turmoil. Bottled up frustrations erupted, 
plunging the entire Bengal into a grave crisis, through which a strong 
national feeling surfaced. Sri Aurobindo at this time came from Baroda 
to associate him with the new phase of awakening and joined as the 
Principal of Bengal National College and later on was associated with 
the paper “ Vande Matram”. Sti Aurobindo was writing editorials in this 
paper, The paper “Vande Matram” being the mouthpiece of nationalist 
orgamfitations was spreading the feeling of intense nationalism in a 
concealed manner couched with gentle and subtle words”. The activities 
of Sti Aurobindo was carried on under the patronage of Chittaranjan Das 
often secretly. Madhusudan watched the activities of Sri Aurobindo from 
close quarters and provided the required material and moral support as 
an associate of Chittaranjan Das. In fact earlier Madhusudan had a’ close 
relationship with Rajnarayan Bose, the grandfather of Sti Aurobindo. 
Madhusudan practically revived this tie™. 
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1n the issuc of ‘Vande Matram’ published on 17th December 1907, 
Sri Aurobindo addressed Madhusudan as a “capable and highly spirited 
Jeader” under whom Orissa was begining to fecl its separate conciousness 
which in course of time would provide immense additional strength to 
the forces of nationalism. Madhusudan readily responded to the views of 
Sri Aurobindo by writing a special fetter. This fact was acknowledged by 
Madlmusudan in his speech delivered at Cuttack on lst January 1915. 

Sri Aurobindo’s brother, Barindra Mohan established a training 
camp for undertaking terriorist activities in his Maniktala residence. The 
renowned bomb explosion on 30th April 1908 at Muzaffarpur designed 
to kill the ill-famed notorious magistrate Kingford created a stir in the 
entire country and Khudiram Bose and Prafulla Chakki, the two patriotic 
terrorists of Maniktala group were arrested. Two days after this incident, 
police searched Maniktala residence and arrested Sri Aurobindo and his 
brother, Barindra Mohan. During the prolonged period of hearing of the 
case in which Chittaranjan Das appeared as counsel on behalf of Sri 
Aurobindo, Madhusudan provided legal advice at close intervals™. 

Sri Aurobindo was released in the year 1909 and launched a new 
journal named ‘Karmayogin’ in close association with sister Nivedita, 
spreading the message of spiritualism along with a feeling of strong 
nationalism. At this stage Madhusudan kept close contact with Sri 
Aurobindo under the cover of secrecy and came under the overpowering 
sublime influence of Sri Aurobindo. The activities of Sri Aurobindo 
aroused flutter in the governmental circle. Apprehending further trouble, 
Sri Aurobindo handing over charge of the journal *Karmayogin’ to sister 
Nivedita left for Chandannagar and finally reached Pondichery in the 
1910. A glorious period of contact came to an end. 

Some people emotionally associated with Madhusudan still call 
him as “ Utkal Gourav” the pride of Orissa. Though it was a fact that he 
was “History of Orissa incarnate” for nearly a period of half a century 
(1881 to 1934) and all the major incidents of Orissa revolved round his 
life, his area of contact and activity covered the entire country. He was 
first an Indian and then an Orissan. At the pedestal of political meetings 
and social gathering he worshipped Mother India by laying floral wreath 
with a Sense of great reverence. 

Madhusudan belonged to the group of stalwarts, a giant among 
the pygmies in the age of resurgence of India during the later part of 
19th century. He was a councillor of Undivided Bengal Legislative council 
and a member of Central legislature and also a member of Bihar and 
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Orissa Legislative Council in which he had a commanding voice. As 
such he was a popular figurc in the Hindi heart land of North India. 
While paying tributes to Madhusudan on 13th February 1953, Jawaharlal 
Nechry at the time of unveiling his statue of at Cuttack said “Madhusudan 
Das was a great leader and a great man not only of Orissa but whole 
India. I have been hearing his name for last 50 years. He was a great 
friend of my father and I have been seeing him from a distance™®_ 

There was a widening gap between Gandhians and moderates. The 
moderates firmly believed that independence would come to India through 
Administrative Reforms and gradual tansfer of power which ultimately 
became a reality, though the widespread effect of Non-cooperation 
movement propagated by Mahatma Gandhi resulted in speeding up the 
process. Madhusudan clearly belonged to the group of moderates like 
Motilal Nehru, Gopalkrishna Gokhale, Surendranath Banerjee and 
Chittaranjan Das, who supported the idea for carrying on administrative 
reforms and agitations within the constitutional ambit, for quickening the 
process of Indianisation of administration and ultimately for achieving 
the supreme goal of ‘Swaraj’. Madhusudan was an uncompromising 
radical in his ideal and thought and struggled hard for quickening the 
pace of progress of the country. 

As the pioneer in the Swadeshi Industrial Movement in the entire 
country, he was acclaimed as the main guiding spirit. In the words of 
Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray, Madhusudan as a pioneering entrepreneur 
in the Swadeshi Movement, “died a martyr for the eause of the industry 
and for upliftment of his countrymen”, As a vanguard in the field of 
amelioration of the deplorable conditions .of the untouchables and the 
downtrodden, he had no peer in the country till the arrival of Mahatma 
Gandhi®. 

In fact, Mahatma Gandhi drew inspirations from Madhusudan and 
held him in high regard.as a path finder in the realm of rendering 
benevolent services to the isolated group of untouchables and other 
downtrodden people. For Mahatma Gandhi, Madhusudan stood as an 
epitome of courage and adventure guiding him in the uncharted field of 
forlorm and digested society.. 

Madhusudan was deeply committed for providing the rightful place 
for women in the society. In the entire country Madhusudan was the 
prime mover and propagator for formation of states on the linguistic 
basis. As a precursor of the cooperative movement, he occupied an 
unrivalled position. 
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For all these unique achicvements and endearing qualitics, 
Icadership was thrust upon Madhusudan. As an infallible guidc of the 
masses his contributions were unparalleled. As a prolific and painstaking 
reformer in the economic field, as a Parliamentarian of rare exccllence 
and as a partriot of committed dedication he is still unsurpassed inn ny 
field of activities. 

In view of all these outstanding achievements, Madhusudan 
belonged to the age of Renaissance and had occupied an unrivalled 
position in building of the country during the period of resurgence. 

Endowed with unusual foresight, rare ingenuity and contemplative 
imagination his ideas and concepts were directed for building of a society 
free from exploitation. He was really a messiah of the under-privileged 
and downtrodden. For these memorable and unique contributions, 
Madhusudan was really the ° Pride of the Nation’, a lowering personality 
marked for his self-effacing dedication and unflinching devotion to the 
motherland, stood in the cffulgent light of early nationalism with its fu]l 
grandeur and magnificence. 

In the memorable year of 150th Birth Anniverary of Madhusudan 
Das, we are humbly paying tributes to the immortal soul of India, in the 
words of Shayama Prasad Mukherjee the nationalist leader of bygone 
days. 

“Madhusudan Das was a mighty Indian Nationalist first and 
everything else afterwards. And as such his career will be the shining 
example for all India Youths to profit by. May the life and career of 
such leader, of a men unselfish, honest and brave, serve to lead India 
of to-day to her pre-destined path of glory, progress and freedom”. 


References : 


Sahu N.K. and Mishra, P.K.. Madhusudan Das -The legislator, Rourkela 
: Pragati Utkal Sanghu, 1980, pp.287-88. 

Das, Soilabala, life of Madhusudan Das- As Scen by Many Eycs, Cuttack, 
1956,0.1 

Madhusudan Das- The Legislator,p.373 

Dash, D.K. Madhusudan Das- The Maun and his Mission, Rourkclea: 
Pragati Utkal Sangha, 1969,p.23 

Das Soilabala - A Look back & after 1950 p,60-61. 

Sahu N.K., and Mishra, P.K. Annual souvenir, [Ind Issue, Rourkela: 
Pragati Utkal Sangha, 1969, p.23. 

Ray Gourishankar - Utkal Dipika - 18.6 1898 

Utkal Dipika - 2.7. 1898 

Das N.K. Madhusudan’s Immortal Words, Cuttack: Kala Vigyan parishad, 
1956,p.15. 

Das S.N. Desaprana Madhusudan- Grantha Mandir p,94 

Mishra, A. Autobiography of Nilakantha Das (Oriya)- Nilakantha 
Granthavali, Cuttack: Cuttack Students Store, pp.71-72 

Madhusudan Das- The Man and His Mission p.42. 

Harijan - Village Tannery published on 7.9.1934 

Mohanty Surendra, Madhusudan Das - Book Trust of India,p.116 
Madhusudan Das- The Legislator, P.282 

Madhusudan Das- The Legislator, P.22 

Ibid P.74 

Madhusudan Das - The Legislator 

Jbid,pp:p.93-94. 

Hardinge Penburst, My Indian Years,pp.68-69 

Das, Naba Kishore- Utkal Gourab Madhusudan- Utkal University p.206 
Mohanty, Surendra - Kulabrudha- Lark Books, Cuttack. 

Das, Soilabala-Madhusudan Das-The Men of Mission,p.158 

a) Chaudhurani S.D. Jibaner Jharapata, (Bengali) p.134 

b) Bhuyan Krushna Chandra - “Kalikatare Madhusudan Das”, p. 31-32. 
Madhusudan Das-The Man and His Mission,p.77 

Life of Madhusudan Das - As seen by many Eyes,p.163 

Madhusudan Das-The Man and His Mission,p.77 

Life of Madhusudan Das - As Seen by Many Eyes,p.1 

Madhusudan Das-The Legislator,p. 279. 

Ibid P.280 

Das, Sailabala-Madhusudan Das-The Man and Mission p.198 

Life of Madhusudan Das- As Seen by Many Many Eyes,p.1 

Jbid., p.2 

M.P. Pandit-Sri Aurobindo- Publication Division. 

Nayak, J.K. Puspanjali- Sri Suryamani Centenary souvenir. p. 1-14. 
Pattanayak, Jagannath-Surymani Nayak - SAMBAD-19.5.95 

Life of Madhusudan Das- As seen by Many Eyes,p.A. 

Jbid., p.5 

Jbid.,p.10 


51 


MADHUSUDAN DAS 
The Second Tolstoy in the life of Mahatma Gandhi 


How closer and nearer Madhusudan appeared 10 all embracing 
vision and wide ranging intellectual perception of Count Leo Tolstoy, 
the mighty thinker and the giant among the intellectuals of the world. 
The similarity, between their spread of vision and thinking process was 
startling. They often breathed the same air, drew inspiration from the 
same source and spoke the same language though they were brought up 
in two different regions of the world and belonged to different cultural 
back grounds. The neighbourly feeling exuded by them have the same 
triumping pull and same pulsation of life. Mahatma Gandhi, the trusted 
disciple of Tolstoy projected the vision of his mentor in the following 
words ; 

“The divine law is, man must earn his bread by labouring with 
his own hands’. It was first stressed by a Russian writer TM. Bondaref. 
Tolstoy advertised it and gave it wide publicity”. 

Surprisingly, Madhusudan spoke in the same language, “the hand 
is supreme. The hand that eats the bread should earn it”. How forceful, 
and compelling his words were. 

Tolstoy was born on 28th August 1828 and Madhusudan was born 
only twenty years after the birth of Tolstoy on 28th April 1848. In the 
mental set up both belonged to that age of medieval tradition where 
thought was upheld in pristine purity, communion of Godhead with inan 
was spontaneous and the spirit of idealism was burning effulgently 
shedding light in the seething darkness. Both lived a rich and rewarding 
life like a king in the midst of affluence and in the end of their life they 
reached the stage of homelessness, devoid of any wealth and property. 

Stress of life had worn out Tolstoy. With the signing of the last 
will about property, Countess was gricvously wounded and threatened to 
commit suicide. Situation worsened. Tolstoy finding no alternative had 
to leave the liome and boarded a train. At the end of the journey he was 
found dead on the morning of on 5th Novemeber 1910, in his eighty 
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second year. Madhusudan diced in his cighty sixth year on 4th February 
1934, bcing declared as insolvent, almost in a homeless statc. 

Both often spoke in the same biblical language, but in it reigned 
the universal spirit in its supreme magnificence. Tolstoy excoriated church 
but people from all faiths assembled around him to find solace. 
Madhusudan was not a churchian yet he was drawing people from all 
walks of life. The extract from the book Mahatma Gandhi written by 
Louis Fischer relating to Leo Tolstoy is placed below : 

“Var and peace, probably the world's greatest novel, Resurrection, 
Anna Karenina and other works of art brought Tolstoy, colossal success 
and universal recognition. But his soul was always in torment. The 
discrepancy benveen Christ's message and man's way of life troubled 
him. Born in 1828 to wealth and an ancient title, Tolstoy abandoned 
high society and, at the age of fifiy-seven, adopted the simple life: he 
went barefoot, wore a plain muzhik smock and trousers, ploughed, 
harrowed and planted by the side of the peasants, gave wp smoking, 
meat-eating and hunting, and began to take long cross-country walks 
and bicycle rides. In 1891, in order to escape from ‘intolerable luxury’, 
he gave his ample properties to his wife and children and devoted himself 
to village education, famine relief and writing about vegetarianism, 
marriage and theology..... His attraction was his attempt to create, in 
his own way of life, a synthesis between creed and conduct. This involved 
manual labour, minimum needs, no holding of property, no killing. He 
called landlordism “a great sin. He taught in a village primary school 
and refused the Nobel prize because he did not accep! money. The 
Orthodox Church of Russia excommunicated him”. 

“The history of the church’, Tolstoy bluntly affirmed, “is the history 
of cruelties and horror.... Every Church, with its doctrines of redemption 
and salvation, and above all the Orthodox faith with its idolatry, excludes 
the doctrine of Christ”. 

Tolstoy was equally critical of governments, who in the name of 
religion were carrying on military operations. 

| During the period stay of Gandhiji in England from 1888 to. 1891, 
the ideologies of Tolstoy and Ruskin registered a deep impact on the 
psyche of English people. Gradually Gandhiji came under the 
overpowering influence of Tolstoy. Soon after Gandhiji arrived in South 
Africa, the writings of Tolstoy had practically inundated his imagination. 
In this connection Mahatma Gandhi wrote “three moderns have left a 
deep impress on my life and captivated me”. They were Raychandbhai 
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by his living contact, Tolstoy bv his book ‘the Kingdom of God within 
wy?’ and Ruskin by his ‘monumental work ` Unto theaLast’. 

While boarding a train at Johannesburg, a friend offered Gandhiji 
the book named ° Unto they Last”. In the train he read the book day and 
night without break, drawing ideas from the book like the parched earth 
absorbing a shower of rain and at the end of his journey, Gandhiji was 
a completely changed man. 

The idcas of Tolstoy captivated Gandhiji’s vision. Being impelled 
by an indomitable urge, Gandhiji addressed his first letter to Tolstoy on 
Ist October 1909. A new link was forged. Reciprocative correspondences 
ensued between the two intellectual stalwarts, bringing a rich haul of 
philosophical literature. The last letter addressed to Mahatma Gandhi by 
Tolstoy was drafted on 7th September 1910, but reached Mahatma Gandhi 
few days after the sad demise of Tolstoy on 5th November 1910. 

Rev. Herman Kallenbach, a close associcate and compatrist of 
Mahatma Gandhi bonght 1,100 acres of land near Johannesburg. On this 
land Gandhiji started the “Tolstoy Farm” on 30ih May 1910, 
experimenting the ideals of Tolstoy on community living. Tlie experience 
was rewarding. Gandhiji wrotc that “My faith and courage were at their 
highest in the Toistoy farm”. 

Nearly ten years after this experiment, Gandhiji came under the 
overpowering influence of Madhusudan who guided him in the uncharted 
field of social awakening and rural reconstruction. With the contact of 
Madhusudan, a new vista was opened up, providing immense possibilities 
in the sphere of serving the alienated and isolated group of impoverished 
untouchables and other weaker section of the community. For this a new 
agenda was added in the work schedule of Mahatma Gandhi. Giving the 
entire credit to Madhusudan, for bringing changes in his own vision and 
providing a new dimension in the field of social regeneration, and 
economic reorganisation Mahatma Gandhi said ; 

“It was during my walk in Orissa in course of my Harijan tours 
that it was clearly brought to me that the village industries must be 
revived, if Khadi is to be made universal. 1 could not have realised this 
in any tour by rail or car. 

As the late Madhusudan Das has said ‘our villagers were fast 
heing reduced to the state of brutes with which they work and live; as 
a result of forced idleness in which they pass, their days. 

If this continues in that state not even independence would 
improve the state of India’. 
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1 therefore, decided that I must in the evening of my life make a 
heroic effort to end this idleness and inertia. This may be considered 
quixotic but it was my firm faith that he who undertakes to do something 
in the name of God and full faith on him, even at the end of his days 
does not work were in vain and I am sure that the work I have undetaken 
is nof mine, it is Gods.” (Harijan-1.3.1935). 

It was certainty a heroic work. Providence had brought, Gandhiji 
near io his mentor Madhudusan. It was a divine intervention, the work 
undertaken was dedicated at the altar of the supreme. 

Gaining abiding strength in carrying on experiments with the truth, 
Gandhiji returned to India in the year 1915 and frequently visited Calcutta 
after the year 1917. Morcover, Calcutta continued to be one of the main 
centres around which the activities of Madhusudan revolved. It was not 
known when the first meeting took place between Madhusudan and 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

Madhusudan was far ahead of mahatma Gandhi in the 
implementation of the programme relating to Swadesi industrialisation. 
Rehabiition of untouchable and social reconstruction, Madhusudan had 
{taken up these programmes at the turn of the century, where as Mahatma 
Gandhi initiated these works in the third decade of the current century. 

The emblem of spinning wheel was often regarded as synonymous 
with ideologies and concepts propagated by Mahatma Gandhi. The 
memory of Mahatma Gandhi, as it is projected in the present day world, 
is inextricably linked up with the spinning wheel. With the advent of 
British colonial rule, the spinning wheel had disappeared from the Indian 
scene and was only available in some remote corners of India as forlorn 
and dejected objects. The extract from the autobiography of Mahatma 
Gandhi in this connection is given below. 

‘I do not remember to have seen a handloom or spinning wheel 
when in 1908, I described in Hind Swaraj, as the panacea for the growing 
Pauperism of India. Even in 1915, when I returned to India, I had not 
actually seen a spinning wheel. 

So the time passed on, and my impatience grew with the time. I 
plied every chance visitor to the Ashram who was likely to possess some 
informatiion about handspinning with questions about the art. But the art 
being confined to women and having been all but exterminated, if there 
was some stray spinner still surviving in some obscure corner, only a 
member of that sex was likely to find out her wherebouts. 

At last after no end of wandering in Gujarat, Ganga Behen, found 
spinning wheel in Vijapur in Barada State. Quite a number of people 


55 


there had spinning wheel in their homes, but long since consigned them 
to the lofts as useless lumber.’ 

This is how, Gandhiji came across with the spinning whecl and 
carried on experiments with it. 

But Madhusudan salvaged the spinning wheel from the obscure 
past and gave it a rightful placc in his system of Swadeshi 
Industrialisation. As carly as in 1902, the spinning wheels were plying 
regularly in the work shop of Orissa Artwares, establishing Madhusudan 
as Pioneer in the field. He introduced spinning wheel as a positive step 
towards the rural industrialisation. The extract from the book of the ‘Life 
of Madhusudan Das’ written by Soilabala Das, in this respect is given 
below : | 

“To produce cotton cloth, Madhusudan Das cultivated the cotton 
plants in his farm. The cotton from these plants was made into yarn and 
woven into cloth in his own factory. Various kinds of handlooms were 
brought from different places and even from Japan, and hand woven 
cloth was manufactured in his factory as early as 1902.” 

Srimati Ramadevi Choudhury, the niece of Madhusudan, while 
narrating the account of her younger days, in her autobiography, stated 
that she had learnt the art of spinning by means of Charakha, through the 
persuation of her uncle Madhusudan Das, before 1912. In fact, to the 
utter surprise of all, she presented a hank of yarn, prepared by means of 
charakha to Mahatma Gandhi, during his first visit to Orissa in the year 
1921. This was long before charakha was introduced in Orissa, as a part 
of the programme sponsored by Mahatma Gandhi. 

Madhusudan was using exclusively handloom fabrics and often 
khadi as the material for preparation of his dress before the begining of 
this century. Relating to the first encounter of Mahatma Gandhi with the 
khadi, the following narrative from his autobiography can be studicd 
with interest. This was an incident relating to the year 1915-16. 

“I now grew impatient for the exclusive adoption of khadi for my 
dress. My dhoti was still Indian mill cloth. The coarse khadi manufactured 
in the Ashram and at Vijapur was only thirty inches in width. I gave 
notice to Ganga Behen that unless the she provided me with khadi dhoti 
of forty-five inches width, with in a month, I would do with coarse khadi 
dhoti. The ultimatum came as a Shock, but she proved equal to the 

demand made upon her. Well within a month she sent me a pair of khadi 
dhoti of forty-five inches width, thus relieved me from what would have 
been a difficult situation for me.” 
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Spinning wheel was an obscure object in India, in the carly years 
of the century. But with the interst shown by Mahatma Gandhi on it, it 
soon underwent a change in its mooring and became a symbol of National 
Resurgence. 

Punjab suddenly came to the limelight on 13th April, 1919, and 
the mass massacrc of Jaliwanawalabagh had brought in its wake searing 
1nrest in the country which blew up into demonstrations and protest 
mai Ss. At this time Srimati Sarala Devi Choudhurani, wifc of Pandit 
Rama Bhuja Dutta Choudhury, a widcly renowned freedom fighter was 
stationed at Lahorc, spreading the message of Swadeshi and Swaraj, 
through her commanding and glowing personality. Clad in immaculate 
white khaddar sari, she presented a picture of sublime beauty charged 
with the intense feeling of patriotism. 

On reaching Lahore on 2nd November 1919, Mahatma Gandhi 
wrote a letter to Sabaramati Ashram in the following words, “In Lahore 
I am a guest of Srimati Sarala Devi Choudhurani and have been bathing 
in her deep affection. I first met Sarala Devi in 1901. She comes from 
the famous Tagore family. Of learning and sincerity too I got evidence 
in even sS0 many ways”. 

Being indebted to Madhusudan, who had played a significant role 
in shaping the early career of Sarala Devi, she in course of discussion 
with Gandhiji presented Madhusudan as a man of steadfast courage and 
luminous intelligence. 

While staying at Lahore, Gandhiji included the name of 
Chittaranjan Das, the outstanding legal practitioner of Calcutta as a 
member of the committee set up by All India National Congress to inquire 
into the incident of firing at Jalianawala Bagh. So Chittaranjan Das came 
under the overpowering influence of Mahatma Gandhi. Chittaranjan Das 
having a roaring practice in legal profession was leading a life of 
affluence, living in the cosy comforts of settled life. After coming into 
contact with Gandhiji, he was thrown into the turmoil of political life, 
where uncertainity prevailed at every step. Having differing angle of 
vision in their outlook and concept, a psychological barrier between 
Gandhiji and Chittaranjan continued. In the special session of the 
conference of the Congress held at Calcutta in the month of September 
1920, Gandhiji for the first time presented his revolutionary proposal of 
‘Non co-operation with government’ as the future startegy to be adopted 
for speeding up the pace of national struggle. Chittaranjan Das differed 
with the proposal and pleaded that abstaining from the election process 


57 


to the council and to local bodics would be detrimental to the cause of 
furtherance of democracy. Both drifted away from each other creating a 
stalemate in the proceedings. 

Poet Rabindranath decided to intervene and lcarning that 
Madhusudan could be able to exercise overpowering influence on 
Chittaranjan, invited Madhusudan to come over to Calcutta to sort out 
the differences. During the stay of Mahatma Gandhi, Madhusudan came 
over to Calcutta and met Poet Rabindranath and both had a joint 
consultation. Both agrced to break the stalemate and met Chittaranjan 
Das, who after great deal of persuasion had acceded to cooperate with 
Mahatma Gand keeping the national interest in the forefront. Message 
was accordingly communicated to Mahatma Gandhi staying at Birala 
Palace in Balligung area. On the next morning Madhusudan from the 
Grand Hotel, drove straight into the Birala Palace and met Mahatma 
Gandhi along with Sorojini Naidu. All seemed 1o be rapturously happy. 
Beaming smiles werc exchanged. On boarding the car, Mahatma Gandhi 
and Sorojini Naidu were seated in the rear seat, whereas Madhusudan in 
the front seat was found talking cndlessly with Gandhiji, about his 
endeavours and exercises in the sphere of Swadeshi industrialisation. All 
reached the Bhawanipur residence of Chittaranjan Das. Mahatma Gandhi 
still entertained certain doubts. 

After being seated in the drawing room, Madhusudan offered a 
plate of sliced fruits to Mahatma Gandhi. At this point of time Mahatma 
Gandhi cleverly stated that he would not touch the plate unless mission 
was fulfilled. In fact, Mahatma Gandhi frisked away the plate. At last the 
persuasion of Madhusudan prevailed and Mahatma Gandhi agreed to 
Share the plate with other guests. 

At this crucial moment Chittaranjan arrived dressed in immaculate 
khaddi attire, presenting a picture of serenity. Confidence was instilled. 
Radiantly happy, Chittaranjan exchanged greetings with Mahatma Gandhi. 
The differences between them soon melted away. A new irrevocable 
bond was forged between them, which stood the test of the time. Both 
jointly launched the historic proposal of Non Co-operation Movement at 
the session of the All India Congress held at Nagpur on 26th December 
1920, and the entire country embarked on a new phase in the struggle of 
freedom movement. Thus Madhusudan played a significant role in 
bringing the two stalwarts together in the National struggle. During these 
meetings at Calcutta Madhusudan had rare privilege of having discussions 
with Mahatma Gandhi and communicated his concept of rural 
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development in which untouchables had a significant and integral role to 
play. 

In the year 1921 Gandhiji launched the Non Co-operation 
Movement in a big way, engulting the entire country in a Spirit of new 
enthusiasm. Madhusudan joining as a Minister under Mont-ford Reforms 
in the Bihar & Orissa Government, drew the attention of the entire 
country by introducing a highly progressive legislation for constitution 
of local self-governments. Mahatma Gandhi later on said that “I would 
welcome men like Madhusudan Das and Jagnyeswar Chintamani 
joining the government as Ministers”. 

In fact, Madhusudan favoured for taking part in the democratic 
process of contesting in the elections to councils and corporations. 
Agreeing to this point of view, ultimately Chittaranjan Das and Motilal 
Nehru at, formed the ‘Swaraj? party in the year 1922, within the orbit of 
Indian National Congress. Madhusudan was one of the moving spirits 
behind the scene, and while paying tributes to Madhusudan, Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehmu said, “Mr. Madhu Sudan Das was a great friend of my 
father. I have seen him from a distance”. In fact being stationed at Patna, 
in the year 1922, Madhusudan was able to keep liaison with Chittaranjan 
Das and Motilal Nehru. 

Madhusudan resigned from the post of Ministership pleading to 
make it honorary, returned to Cuttack, his home town in the year 1923. 
During the period he was away at Patna, the affairs of the tannery were 
mismanaged. The debt burden was mounting up. The economic depression 
also severly hit this enterprise. 

In the mean time, Mahatma Gandhi had emerged as a precursor of 
Swadeshi Industries in a significant way, ofcourse after Madhusudan, 
Being free from the governmental assignment, Madhusudan Das proceeded 
to Sabaramati Ashram at Ahmedabad in the year 1924. After an interval, 
the relationship between Mahatma Gandhi and Madhusudan was revived. 
Madhusudan appraised about the affairs of Tannery to Mahatma Gandhi. 
Both talked endlessly on varied matters but in the discussion Tannery 
was the focal point of reference. 

Mahatma Gandhi was seated along with Madhusudan in the lawns 
of Sabarmati Ashram. In the evening, the sun shining slantingly from the 
distant sky, bathed the trees in the sunlight, spreading, their long shadows 
on the sprawling lawns of the Ashram. A pleasant southward wind was 
blowing filling ‘and surcharging the entire atmosphere with enchanting 
dreams. Mahatina Gandhi asked Madhusudan, about the strategies he 
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had adopted for rehabilitation of the untouchables. Madhusudan pausing 
a little said in a very soothing and embalming voice punctuated with the 
compassionate feelings. 

“The landless untouchable classes have been a source of anxiety 
to me from the early days of my industrial activities. Within the last 
few years there has heen an attempt to raise their social position, to 
place them on a level with the higher classes. 1 shall give you an 
account of the method I persued. I directed my attention to the economic 
aspect of the position of this class, I followed the principle by which 
General Booth succeeded in uplifting the fallen and the despised in 
other countries of the world. First give a man work by which he can 
earn enough to keep him comfortable and then talk to him of the 
moral and religious side of human nature. So from the year, 1897, I 
had employed the untouchables in the manufacturing of shoes and 
from the year 1905, I had fully engaged them in the remunerative 
enterprise of tanning”. 

Mahatma Gandhi, was hearing the heart rendering 1ialk of 
Madhusudan with rapt attention and congratulated him for his 
achievements. For Mahatma Gandhi, Madhusudan was a matured person 
mellowed with forty long years of rich experience, at his back in the 
field of Swadeshi industrialisation, whereas, Gandhiji was comparatively 
a new entrant in the field. Much before the arrival of Mahatma Gandhi 
in the Indian political scene, Madhusudan had long since implemented 
Gandhiji’s following programmes and ideologies with a spirit of total 
dedication. 

Swadeshi Industrial endeavour (1896-1930), reduction of Salt tax 
and revival of salt industry (1896-1930), removal of untouchability and 
rehabilitation of depressed community in the spehere of industrial 
undertaking (1898-1930), improvement in handloom weaving (1903 
onwards), Hindu-Muslim unity (1888), Charakha as symbol of rural 
resurgence (1902 onwards), preservation of the rights of the peasants 
(1912), Organisations of Praja Parishad - peasants Organisation (1912) 
integrated, and comprehensive growth of agricultural and industrial sector 
(1896 onwards), scientific processing of agricultural commodities (1904 
onwards), reservation for untouchables in the committee of management 
of Iocal bodies (1923) and assigning a place to the labour in the 
management of industrial undertaking- Utkal Tannery (1923) etc. 

In fact, Madhusudan had the last word in all the affairs of Rural 
industries. Gandhiji was hearing Madhusudan with a sense of awe and 
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viewed his project with a wide cyed wonder. At Sabarmati, Madhusudan 
extended his cordial invitation and Gandhiji assured to pay a visit to 
Cuttack to study minutely about the functioning of the Tannery. 

In the mean timc, Madhusudan had been to Patna on 17th Februrary 
1924 and dclivered his historic address on “Dignity of Labour’, at the 
Youngmen’s Institute hati. The talk was highly applauded. The message 
contained in the lecture was of great significance. In the later period 
Mahatma Gandhi was found often quoting from this lecture. 

Madhusudan waited for the arrival of Mahatma Gandhi at Cuttack.. 
In the mean time one year passed. In the month of August, 1925, 
Madhusudan réceived a t{clegram followed by a Icetter dated 12th August 
1925 from Mahatma Gandhi. The contents of the IJcetter run as follows ; 

148, Russa Road, 

Dear Friend, Calcutta. 


1 have your prompt replv to my wire. I had been constantly 
thinking of you. But till I was in Jamshedpur I conld not make up my 
mind to pay a special visit to Cuttack merely to see your undertaking. 
Having, however, gone to Jamshedpur, my conscience pricked me and 
told me that I must likewise go to Cuttack and see your Tannery on 
Tuesday by the Puri Express. x x 

I must collect from the Bengali friends there for the Deshabandhu 
Memorial, and you will of course, teach me how to spread the message 
of the spinning wheel in Utkal. Though the Congress has spent money 
like water there, it has made very little headway in Utkal. I have not, 
however despaired. 


Yours sincerely, 
M.K. Gandhi. 

It was a day of historic importance. Mahatma Gandhi was 
seized with an irresistable desire, - an anxious eagerness, for visiting 
the Tannery. 

He reached Cuttack on the early morning of 19th August 1925, 
and stayed as the personal guest of Madhusudan in his house. The 
welcome which awaited him was tremendous. 

On this occasion, the house of Madhusudan was converted into 
a building of artistic exuberence. The entire building was very aesthetically 
furnished and decorated with khadi fabrics, bearing exquisite designs. 
Each room turned into an omate gallery of swadeshi products, was really 
a visual treat for Mahatma Gandhi. Refreshingly enchanting, moving 
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round the arca, Mahatma Gandhi breathed an air of patriotism punctuated 
with a spirit of deeper commitment. After taking a little rest Mahatma 
Gandhi left for visiting Utkal Tannery. 

On that warm and invigorating morning of the late rainy season, 
Mahatma Gandhi visited the Tannery. On reaching the place, he moved 
round the vast expanse of the area of the complex. A strange excitmcnt 
filled in the air. With a thick cover of dense vegetation, the area presented 
a picture of subline beauty. Under the shade of green foliage of the wild 
trees, solitary worksheds were built. He moved round the worksheds and 
came across with the isolated groups of workers belonging to the 
untouchable community. Incidently the workers were taken as part of the 
management of the tennery with provision of allocation of shares. He 
talked incessantly with these workers with an iinpassioned zeal. 

Mahatma Gandhi found Madhusudan moving very intimately with 
these untouchable workers being impelled with a strong sense of parental 
feeling. An inalienable bond of cordiality and an intimate tie of 
reciprocity existed between the workers and Madhusudan. Mahatma 
Gandhi had never came across before a scene like this, in which a 
benefactor moved so closely and intimately with the untouchables. 

.Inspite of all these involvements Madhusudan Das was standing at 
a distance as a symbol of detachment. Such a fusing of knowledge with 
down-to-earth experience was rarely accomplished in a single person - 
Madhusudan Das. A strange expression of elation came to the eyes of 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

At this point of time Madhusudan joined Mahatina Gandhi and 
explained him about the vast potentialities that lay untapped in this sphere 
of Tanning industry and the manner in which depressed communities 
could be gainfully employed in this sector. Gandhiji was amazed to learn 
about this. His face lit up instantaneously. 

Madhusudan further continued his deliberation. Both talked 
inceassantly with a sustaining interest. Conversation tended to become 
engrossing and penetrating, revolving round the unique field of tanning 
industry. Following Mahatma Gandhi, a team of experts consisting of 
Satish Chandra Dasgupta, Rangalal Modi and Mahadev Desai were 
moving round, for preparing a scheme rehabilitation or the Tannery. 

Mahatma Gandhi moved to the other sheds along with Madhusudan. 
He was practically studying the entire process of tanning with a sense of 
inquisitive cagerness of a learner. Madhusudan explained the entire 
process with an expression of rare ingenuity. 
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Seated underneath the shade of a tree, discussions continued. Round 
the shade of the tree, the area was bathed in soothing but brilliant sunshine. 
The atmoshpherce was enchanting. Madhusudan recounted the tale of his 
thrilling entourage into the country of Germany, the land of giant industrial 
undertakings. He was moving round A factory manufacturing leather goods. 
Awe stricken he came across with a process in which hides extracted 
from animals dying in the natural process were being tanned. He sat 
dumbfounded. It was a new revelation for him. Every where in the world 
the hides extracted from live animals slaughtered were being tanned. All 
along in these ycars he was striving for finding out a process for tanning 
of the hides of the animals dying in the natural process such as the cows 
and other domesticated animals, but miserably failed. Now the search 
had ended. He felt an incredible sense of excitment - a joy of exhiliration. 
Brimming with enthusiasm, he studied the entire process of tanning to 
the minutest point of detail. Returning to Orissa he experimented with 
these process by replacing certain chemicals with the barks of specified 
trces. The result was a tremendous success. 

Gandhiji heard the narration of Madhusudan with rapt attention. 
He was practically catapulted to the land of adventurous undertakings. 
He was thrilled. It was a glittering fore noon suspended in the leaves of 
the trees absorbing the swelling heat of the sunshine. Seated under the 
shade Madhusudan paused a little and revealed the entire exploitative 
design of industrial imperialism, through the following narration, almost 
with a sense of dismay associated with it. In a softly pitched voice 
charged with deep anguish he said. 

“When I visited the huge factories in Germany, I saw how the 
ponderous wheels running thousands of miles away from India had laid 
the foundation of a commercial Empire here, how Germany levied a tax 
on all classes of men and women, from the child who played with the 
German toys fto the aristocratic lady who entertained her guestes with 
music of the piano. The commercial empire needs no police to prevent 
breach of the peace, no tax collectors to sell your moveables, to realize 
the arrears of taxes, no presonal feelings of retaliation against any 
person. The India's every day life was regulated by the Directors of the 
huge factories thousands of miles away”. i 

The conversion came to an end. Radiantly happy Mahatma Gandhi 
paid compliments to Madhusudan for his unique innovative achievements. 
Moving round the tannery, they reached the office. A special function 
was arranged and ovation was paid to Mahatma Gandhi along with the 
team of experts... ~~ 
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Mahatma Gandhi had left, but in his memory remained deeply 
etched the details of this highly rewarding visit. It was really a very 
cexhilirating and satisfying experience. In fact Mahatma Gandhi found his 
mentor in Madhusudan and held him in deep reverence. This is certainly 
a historic visit, in which Mahatma Gandhi came across with the strategies 
to be adopted for the amelioration of the conditions of untouchables 
along with the drawing up of schemes for streamlining the rural 
industries;. These ideas were soon incorporated and implemented through 
the programmes of All India National Congress. So this visit was really 
memorable for Mahatma Gandhi’s having his endearing experience 
fulfilled. 

In fact, on return from Cuttack, Mahatma Gandhi had carried on 
his experiment in right carncst in respect of tanning of the hides closely 
following the instructions imparted bv Madhusudan. As such Madhusudan 
was permanently enshrined in the memory of Mahatma Gandhi occupying 
an exalted position held with the dcep reverence. Two years after the 
visit to Cuttack, Mahatma Gandhi published a statement in the November 
issue of Young India in the year 1927. The statement ran as follows: 

“It is a fact that at present leather of good quality is being 
prepared by slaughtering live cattle. .... Madhusudan Das of Cuttack 
has carried on the experiment of preparation of leather of good quality, 
out of the hides extracted from of dead cattle, since many years. He 
told me that his experiment had been highly successful. At present 
I am also carrying on experiment on these lines”. 

Mahatma Gandhi being highly iinpressed on the strategies adopted 
by Madhusudan, carried along with him a copy of the lecture ‘Dignity of 
Labour’ delivered by Madhudusan. In an article written by Mahatma 
Gandhi on “ Young India” on 9th September 1926, he has published an 
extract of the above mentioned article and introduced Madhusudan in 
the following words; 

“Madhusudan Das a lawyer of distinction had not only not 
despised labour with hands but actually learnt handicrafts at a late 
period of his life not as a hobby but for the sake of teaching youngmen 
about the Dignity of labour. He was himself instrumental in establishing 
a Tannery at Cuttack”. 

In the year 1928, Gandhiji had setup an experimental tannery. For 
running this tannery he needed specialised instructions. To seek further 
guidance in the matter he addressed a letter to Madhusudan on 16th 
March 1928. A portion of the the letter is furnished below: 
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Satyagraha Ashram 

Sabarmati 

March 16, 1928. 
Dear Friend, 

After a great deal of thought and bother, 1 have established at 
the Ashram, a little bit of Tannery with out any power driven machinery 
and without skilled artisans, save that of a man who has received a 
rough-and-tumble experience in America who 1s a crank like myself. 
Though 1 did not succeed in sharing your trouble and taking the load 
off your shoulders, in connection with your own great national enterprise, 
your inspiration is partly responsible for the establishment of this little 
tannery at the Ashram. Can you please help me with a list of literature 
on the subject or handbook on tanning and the like ? if you think that 
there is nothing like it in English, will you out of your own wide and 
varied experience, write out something that may be of use for propaganda. 
Just a few hints. What is happening at the Tannery ? Who is in charge 
2? 

I may add that my idea is to make Ashram Tannery, a model one 
for the villagers, So that the villagers may be able to treat, their own 
dead cattle and make use of the hides themselves. I have asked many 
people without Success as to how I can skin the dead cattle ? Every body 
knowing any thing of tanning has something to say about hides after 
they are received from the village tanner, but no body has yet told me 
if I take charge of dead animal, I can skin the carcass economically and 
hygienically and make use of other contents, such as bones, intestines 
etc. for the purpose of manure. 

Yours sincerely, 
Sjt. Madhusudan Das M.K. Gandhi. 
Mission Road, Cuttack. 

From the letter it is revealed that Gandhiji wanted to deal directly 
with cattle dying in the natural process in the village and he needed 
advice in this respect. He knew, that Madhusudan was the only person 
equipped with the knowledege, in the entire country. Madhusudan 
complied with the request of Mahatma Gandhi. This is how a smaller 
replica of Utkal Tannery started functioning at Sabaramati Ashram under 
the inspiration and guidance of Madhusudan. 

Let us find out the sequence of events which followed after 
Mahatma Gandhi left Cuttack, visiting Utkal Tannery on 19th August, 
1925. 
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Just one month after this visit, Mahatma Gandhi wrote a fetter on 
27 September 1925 addressed to G.D.Birla, the famous industrialist of 
the country to take necessary steps for rehabilitation of the giant venture 
of Utkal Tannery, by purchasing sufficient number of shares in ‘his 
concern. But nothing materialised. 

But Utkal Tannery was writhing in trouble. Time was running out. 
Mounting debt burden, had severely hit the institution and crippled its 
fuctioning, ultimately bringing it to a halt . It was finally auctioned on. 
22nd November 1926. With this, the mighty national enterprise, faced 
closure and come to its tragic end. The dream of Madhusudan - the myth 
lay shattered. He had invested his life’s fortune in this tannery. The 
property which was valued-at Rs. 2.65 lacs was auctioned for a paltry 
sum of Rs. 65,000. i 

A disaster had struck. Out of the deep recesses of the financial 
crisis, the unit could not be salvaged and retrieved. Madhusudan was 
present at the site of auction. An excruciating pain in his stomach made 
him restless. Tight lipped and with hurt eyes, Madhusudan witnessed, the 
entire proceedings. 

Completely dejected, Madhusudan returned to his residence. In 
his life of perpetual struggle he had never yeilded to the adversity. But 
this time unconsciously he had surrendered before the calamity. Stress of 
life had emotionally paralysed him. Under the gaping jaw of crisis, as if 
he had been completely crushed. Exhaustion had brought him to a breaking 
point. At that moment he dropped down and lay unconcious. 

Six hours passed. Suddenly he got up completely refreshed and 
relaxed and looked like a newly blossomed flower in the early dawn. 
The entire stock of dejection being completely drained away, he was 
feeling invigorated. As if journeying through the deep abyss of dark 
valley, he had reached the sun lit hills. His faith in providence had 
helped him. After this he was never beaten in the life. 

The giant enterprise - the Utkal Tannery at last was lost to the 
nation. A great misfortune befell on the country. For Mahatma Gandhi, 
Utkal Tannery was regarded as a mighty national enterprise, never 
conceived and designed before, in such a stupendous scale. With the first 
and the only encounter of Mahatma Gandhi with Utkal Tannery, his 
vision underwent a radical change. The Tannery no longer existed. But 
for Mahatma Gandhi, it was a towering light house ‘spreading the light 
of guidance to all people for years to come. Really the tannery had 
fulfilled its objectives. The tanning process so tenderly developed by 
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Madhusudan with his ingenuity and contemplative imagination was a 
priceless treasure and this metliod was applied in thc future years in all 
the subsequent which had come up under the stweardship of Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

Misfortune came to Madhusudan in quick succession. After the 
*closurce of the Tannery, another misfortune hit the career of Madhusudan. 
He was declared insolvent on 4th August 1927, but he did not yield to 
this misfortunc. He was man of indomitable energy and unfailure courage. 
Earlier his residential house was put to auction and sold, only two months 
after the memorable visit of Mahatma Gandhi. Being homeless, he stayed 
in the same house as a tenant from 25th October 1925 onwards. He 
remained unfaltered on all the adverse situations of life. As if he was 
going through the same process which Count Leo Tolstoy had undergone 
in the last phase of his life; from home to homeless stage. How sprightly 
he faced the calamity undeterred. Personal tragedy never stultified him 
but the collapse of Utkal Tannery was indeed, a national calamity which 
had grievously wounded him. 

But at Sabarmati, Mahatma Gandhi held Madhusudan in high 
esteem and spread the message of tanning of Madhusudan through his 
innumerable articles published in ‘Nava jivan and Harijan’, the journals 
exclusively devoted for spreading the message of Mahatma Gandhi. 

Mahatma Gandhi arrived in Orissa on his marathon tour covering 
a period of néarly a fortnight. He entered Orissa on 3rd December 1927 
and finally reached Cuttack on 18th December 1927, after covering long 
distances in the journey. This prolonged heavy entourage in a speed of 
whirlwind had completely exhausted Mahatma Gandhi, adversely affecting 
his health. Blood pressure running high with a slight temperature in the 
body, he reached Cuttack and pined for Madhusudan. Congress workers 
had made arrangements for his stay. But Madhusudan joining Mahatma 
Gandhi at the point of this arrival had practically snatched him away. On 
reaching the residence of Madhusudan, Mahatma Gandhi felt relaxed. 
The very touch of his fingers gave him immediate relief. 

It was 18th December 1927, a day for observing silence. But 
coming near to his mentor, Mahatma Gandhi was determined to talk and 
to seek guidance. He broke his silence and talked with Madhusudan. 
Talking with Madhusudan had always been a thrilling experience - a new 
revelation. 

Mahatma Gandhi was steadly convalescing under the tendering 
care of Madhusudan and all the programmes at Cuttack were cancelled 
excepting a token one. 
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It was a cool winter morning in the month of December. Mahatma 
Gandhi was relaxing, sitting on the balcony of the first floor of the 
building. In front, the lawn was spread out, fresh and grecn. The deodar 
trees on the border of the lawn were going up straight into the pale bi 2 
sky, presenting a picture of serenity. Madhusudan sitting near Mahatma 
Gandhi was carrying on discussions. He said in a deeply moving voice 
often tending to be emotional, “it is not through the whirlwind and 
specially designed tours, you will be able to make an indepth study of 
the situations prevailing in villages. For this you must have direct 
encounters, coming in face to face with the real situations existing in 
the interior of the villages”. 

The conversation continued. Madhusudan stated in a stirring voice 
with a touch of anguish and melancholy in his tone. He stated that before 
the advent of colonial rule, agriculture in India was intertwined with the 
rural industry and handicrafts, making it an integrated composite whole. 
But with the imposition of colonial rule, the industries, those were holding 
their sway, were completely stripped off, from the rural sector causing a 
grievous wound which continued to bleed making the economy emaciated 
and impoverished. Agricultural operations being confined to a short 
duration of the year, the rest part of the year was spent in conuiplete 
idleness corroding the vitality of the rural sector. Inaction associated 
with its deadliest features of lethargy had paralyzed the economy in the 
villages. 

Mahatma Gandhi was hearing with rapt attention. He was 
practically visualising the real situations of rural India through the eyes 
of Madhusudan. Time seemed to stand still. The pleasant wind rustling 
through the leaves of the trees caused it to whisper. A rare sense of 
inquisitiveness had filled in the eyes of Mahatma Gandhi. 

Madhusudan had narrated all these accounts, as an introduction 
toa grave problem, which rural India was confronting. Pausing a little, 
he said in a commanding and compelling voice drawing the entire 
attention of Mahatma Gandhi. He said “in an agricultural village cattle 
is an all pervasive factor, inextricably and closely linked up with the 
living pattern of agricultural families. Living in close partnership and 

proximity with cattle, has its gnawing and degreding effect. A bullock 
is not a sprightly horse. It was the meekest creature of the world. The 
overpowering influence of cattle is continuously assaulting the tender 
sensibilities of villagers, contaminating the village life, driving away 
all the initiatives to face the challenges of the life. It has a corroding 
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effect, which has converted the entire community into a society of 
dumb, driven cattle. The beastly and animality character of cattle is 
gradually finding its way to the conscience; and fastly becoming an 
integral ‘part of the intellect of a villager. This is horrifying and 
degrading. The virus of idleness which has contaminated the villagers 
has a very depressing effect in the village”. 

Mahatma Gandhi was startled. Never before the realities of the 
situations prevailing in the villages had been présented in such gruesome 
terms 

From the early childhood days Madhusudan was found riding 
horses. In his ancestral house, horses were reared with great care and 
also cattle in the cow sheds. 

The residence of Madhusudan at Cuttack, was a veritable Zoo. 
Besides horses of superior brced and Burma ponies, Madhusudan had 
reared two tigers and a bear alongwith a number of wild and domesticated 
animals with tendering love and affection. He had cstablished close rapport 
with these animals and studied their psychological aspects in greater 
depth, being impelled by a strange sense of inquisitiveness. So the 
observations of Madhusudan in these respects of bore the stamp of 
authenticity. 

The deliberation continued. Madhusudan laid the stress that the 
remedy lay in the introduction of rural industries and handicrafts in the 
villages, which would have an invigorating cffect on the rural society. 
The application of the fingers, in producing an industrial product would 
have its immediate impact on the psyche of a person, keeping him alert, 
smart, intelligent and enterprising. 

After fully recovering from the illness, Mahatma Gandhi left 
Cuttack on 21th December to attend the All India National Congress 
Session being held at Madras. 

After returning form Orissa in the year 1927, the idea propagated 
by Madhusudan had a deeper impact on the mind of Mahatma Gandhi. 
Mahatma Gandhi had said about Madhusudan in an article published in 
the Hindu during in the year 1927, in the following manner: 

“Madhusudan was a brillant lawyer in Cuttack. The poverty of 
Orissa woke him from his dreams and he said that necessary as the 
work with plough and oxen in a our field was, we should soon be 
reduced to the status of bovine species, unless we add to our agriculture 
some industry, which called for the cunning of the hand and he has 
himself became a finished artist”. 
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The writings of Mahatma Gandhi published in ‘MHarijan’ were 
replete with the ideas propagated by Madhusudan from time to time. In 
an article published in ‘Harijan’ on 7th September 1934, a reference was 
made in respect of Madhusudan as follows :- 

“When village handicrafts disappeared, the villagers working 
only with their cattle on the field and with these idleness for six to four 
months in a year, nust in the words of Madhusudan Das, be reduced 
to the level of the beasts and be without proper nourishment either of 
his mental or of the body and therefore without joy and without hope”. 
How compelling and forceful the ideas of Madhusudan were, which had 
stirred the imagination of Mahatma Gandhi, for adopting definite steps 
for the amelioration of the degrading conditions of villages specially 
untouchables. 

To the utter surprise of Mahatma Gandhi, in the year 1932 the 
issue of the alienated depressed class of pcople surfaced into a major 
crisis, never witnessed before. The issue relating to untouchability and 
the representation of depressed classes in the administration of country, 
erupted with vehemence, shattering the entire fabric of society. To resolve 
the crisis Mahatina Gandhi had to go on fast unto death on 20th September 
1932. On this occasion Mahatma Gandhi was reminded of Madhusudan. 
After the fast was over he paid tributes to Madhusudan, by writing a 
Special article on 15-11-1932, in the following manner; 

“Madhusudan Das, a great philanthropist and had himself learnt 
the modern process of tanning, had prepared statistics to show what 
the country was losing annually owing to the superstition of 
untouchability, masquerading under the name of religion. Harijan 
workers can learn the method and acquaint the tanners with it in so 
far as it as it is practicable”, 

In February 1933, Gandhiji still in prison, started Harijan sevak 
Sangha, a society to help the harijans only. A new weekly named ‘Harijan’ 
was introduced in place of ‘Young India’. 

By following the path set by Madhusudan, Mahatma Gandhi 
reached the state of self effacement. With the unfoldment of his mental 
faculities, he had a realisation of glowing visualisation of an all enbracing 
vision. This was reflected in the following memorable statements given 
by Mahatma Gandhi at Nellore. 

“J was at Nellore. I met untouchables there and prayed that day, 
as I have done today that if I have to be reborn I should be born an 
untouchable so that I may share their sorrows, sufferings and affronts 
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levelled at them, in order that I may endeavour to free myself and 
them from the miserable condition. I pray that if 1 should die with my 
desires unfulfilled, with my services to the untouchables unfinished, 
with my Hinduism unfulfilled, I may be born again amongst 
untouchables”. 

The ideals of Madhusudan relating to Swadeshi movement were 
compatible with that of the views of Mahatma Gandhi. In fact, Gandhiji 
drew inspirations from the ideologies propagated by Madhusudan, these 
ide’ zies ultimately forming an integral part of the concepts, and views 
expressed by Mahatma Gandhi. He had indicated a number of times how 
deeply he was indebted to Madhusudan. So, both had identical purposes 
and common ultimate objectives to be realised. An unity was forged 
between thesc two stalwarts of national awakening. The philosophy behind 
their vision found its sincere and faithful expression in the book “ Small 
is beautiful! ” written by E.F. Schumancher. The following extract from 
the book breathes the same air and projected the Gandhian Ideology and 
Madhusudan’s concept of rural reconstruction in a refreshing manner, 
which were deeply grounded on the harsh realities of present-day-world. 

“As Gandhi said, ihe poor of the world cannot be helped by mass 
production, only by production by the massess. The system of mass 
production, based on sophisticated, highly capital-intensive, high energy- 
input dependent, and human labour-saving technology, presupposes that 
you are already rich, for a great deal of capital investment is need to 
establish one single workplace. The system of production by the masses 
mobilises the priceless resources which are possessed by all human 
beings, their clever brains and skilful hands, and supports them with 
first-class tools. The technology of mass production is inherently violent, 
ecologically damaging, self-defeating in terms of non-renewable 
resources, and stultifyving for the human person. The technology of 
production by the masses, making use of the best of modern knowledge 
and experience, is conducive to decentralisation compatible with the 
laws of ecology, gentile in its use of Scarce resources, and designed to 
serve the human person instead of making him the servant of machines”. 

(Small is beautiful p/143). 

The sophisticated mass production is associated with the painful 
druggery which hurts both the soul and the physique of man reducing 
him as inseparable part of the dreadful mechanism which continues to 
grind without any scope for respite or escape. Count Leo Tolstoy had the 
same message to communicate. Voicing the same concern, as expressed 
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by Madhusudan and Mahatma Gandhi, this idca found its faithful 
presentation in writings of Leo Tolstoy. The same is as follows; 

“I sit on a man’s back, choking him, and making him carry me, 
and yet assure myself and others that I am very sorry for him and wish 
to ease his lot by any means possible, except getting off his back” 

Mahatma Gandhi carried the message and had drawn up startegies 
for rural industrialisation. Madhusudan expired on 4th February in the 
year 1934. Mahatma Gandhi was decply aggricved and paid homage to 
the departed soul, Further acknowledging his decp respect and 
indebtedness towards his inentor who blazed a new trail in the field of 
Swadeshi undertakings he paid tributes. The statement was published on 
7th September 1934 in the Journal - “Harijan” as follows : 

“The divorce of intellect from body labour, has made us perhaps 
shortest leved, most resourceless and most exploited nation on the 
earth. The state of village tannery is perhaps the best proof of my 
indictment. Jt was late Madhusudan Das, who opened my eyes to the 
great crime against a part of humanity. He sought to make reparation 
by opening what might be called an educational tannery”. 

Mahatma Gandhi came to Orissa, soon after the death of 
Madhusudan and conducted his tour into interior parts of the state from 
15th May 1934 till 8th June 1934. This time it was not a whirlwind tour 
undertaken by means of speedily moving vehicles but in keeping with 
the message delivered by his mentor Madhusudan, it was a walking tour 
- “ padavatra®,. The voice of Madhusudan, which was ringing in his ears 
was - “our villagers are fastly reducing to the state brutes with which 
they worked and lived the forced idleness in which they pass the days”. 

In fact, during this tour, Mahatma Gandhi covered the village of 
Satyabhamapur and visited the home of Madhusudan, as a mark of deep 
respect. He appealed to Srimati Rama Devi, the niece of Madhuduan 

who being shocked at the sad demise of his uncle was passing her days 
in grief. His words were “For a nation server, there is no time for 
grieving and to observe mourning. Her entire time is an offering for 
the cause of the country”. 

Complying to the earnest appeal made by Mahatma Gandhi, Srimati 
Rama Devi Choudhury joined in the historic march, commanding and 
guiding the rest part of the Padayatra. A new link was forged with 
Mahatma Gandhi. She soon turned into the sole driving and guiding 
force of Mahatma Gandhi’s mission in Orissa, in the sphere of rural 
reconstruction, occupying an endered place in the mind of Mahatma 
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Gandhi, as a ringing and haunting symbol of total dedication and sclf 
effacement. Through Srimati Rama Devi Choudhury, the niece of 
Madhusudan, Mahatma Gandhi implemented the cherished programmes 
conceived and visualised by his mentor. 

Four years later, Srimati Rama Devi Choudhury, invited Mahatma 
Gandhi, to coimce over to Orissa, in conection with the celebration of 
annual function of ‘Gandhi Seva Sangha’. On 25th May 1938 while 
inaugvrating the rural industrial cxihibition organised under the auspices 
of Gandhi Seva Sangha at Delang in Puri district, the memory of 
Madhusudan resurged as if with a vehemence, keeping Mahatma Gandhi 
convulged and surchaged in the ideas propogated by his mentor. Before 
the large gathering of people, Mahatma Gandhi said in an enchanting 
voice ; 

“Man differsfrom beast in several ways. As Madhusndan Das 
had said, one of the distinction is the differing anotomy of both. Man 
has feet and hands with fingers that he can use intelligently and 
artistically. 


If man depended wholly and solely on agriculture, he would 
not be using the fingers that God has endowed him with”. 

The magic of fingers had deeply enchanted and engrossed 
Madhusudan, to which idea Mahatma Gandhi was later on inducted. For 
Madhusudan and Mahatma Gandhi, the magic of the fingers can bring 
deliverance to the country from the clutches of the poverty. 

The same idea is reflected in the book “small is beautiful” in the 
following manner ; 

“A technology with a human face, is in fact possible, that it is 
viable; and that it reintegrates the human being with his skillful hands 
and the recreative brain, into the production process. It serves production 
by the masses instead of mass production”. 

This idea found its faithful representation in the speech of 
Madhusudan ‘The culture of Rand is agriculture and the culture of hand 
is industry.’ 

Mahatma Gandhi paid tributes to Count Leo Tolstoy and 
Madhusudan for their revoluationary ideologies which provided guidance 
for bringing about lasting changes in the rural economy. Tolstoy born in 
the western world, found solace and deliverance in the oriental vision of 
all pervading universalization and Madhusudan born in orient, deeply 
entrenched in the inuian soil drew inspiration and sustenance to great 
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extcnt from western conccpt, ideas and technologies, yet remained 
essentially an Indian all through. The ideologies of both the mentors, 
Tolstoy and Madhusudan had inundated thc mental arcna of Mahatma 
Gandhi resulting in flowering of highest contemplative imagination in 
respect of rendering of services to the humanity, His words are as follows 


“J will give you a talisman. Whenever you are in doubt, or when 
the self becomes too much with you, apply the following test. Recall 
the face of the poorest and the weakest man whom you may have seen, 
and ask yourself, if the step you contemplate is going to be of any use 
to him. Will it restore him to a control over his own life and destiny 
? In other words, will it lead to Swaraj for the hungry and spiritually 
starving millions ? 


Then you will find your doubt and your self melting away”. 
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TRIBUTES 
AND 
MEMORIALS 
IN THE NOBLE MEMORY OF 


MADHUSUDAN DAS 


Mahatma Gandhi 
A great Patriot 

I had the privilege of meeting the late Madhusudan Das. He was 
a great patriot. He held most Liberal views about religion. Though 
he professed christianity, he had same regard for Hinduism that he 
entertained for his own faith. He wore himself out in teaching the youth 
of the country the dignity of labour and gave practical proof of his 
teaching by establishing at great sacrifice a tannery in Cuttack. 
(Tributes paid on the sad demise of Madhusudan Das) 


As a redeemer of untouchables 
Madhusudan Das was a great philanthropist and had himself learnt 
the modern process of tanning. He prepared statistics to show what the 
country was losing annually owing to the superstition of untouchability 
masquerading under the name of religion. Harijan workers can learn the 
method and acquaint the tanners with it in so for as it is practicable. 
(Statement given to Bombay chronicle on 15-11-1932). 


Artistic skill of the fingers 

Man differs from the beasts in several ways. AS Madhusudan 
Das has said, one of the distinction is the differing anotomy of both. 
Man has feet and hand with fingers that he can use intelligently and 
artistically. ' 

Jf man depended wholly and solely on agriculture he would not be 
using fingers that God has specially endowed with. 
(From the lecture delivered at Delang in Orissa while opening an industrial 
exhibition on 25-3-1938). 
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Message of Spinning wheel 
1 have been constantly thinking of you. I am going to Cuttack. I 
like to put up with you. ..... You will of course teach me how to spread 
the message of spinning wheel in Utkal. 
(From Gandhiji's letter to Madhusudan dated 12th Aug, ‘19253). 


As a Mentor and Path finder of Mahatma Gandhi 

As late Madhudan Das has said that our villagers vere fast being 
reduced to the state of brutes with whom they worked and lived, and as 
a result of forced idleness in which they pass their days. If they continue 
in that state, not even independence would improve the state of India. 
I therefore, decided that in the evening of my life, to make a heroic 
effort to end this idleness and inertia. This may be considered quixotic 
but it was my firm faith that he who have undertaken to do something 
in the name of God and in full faith on Him even at the end of his day 
does not were in vain and I am sure that the work, I have undetaken is 
not mine, it is God’s. 
(From the speech delivered by Mahatma Gandhi at Nagpur on 23rd February 
1935). 


Sri Aurabindo 
A highly spirited leader 

As with backward communities so with backward provinces is 
vitally important to nationalism that they should be awake...... We welcome 
any sign that the awakening has begun. It is for instance a cause of 
gratification that Orissa, is beginning to feel its separate consciousness 
and to attempt to grow into an organised life under a capable and highly 
spirited leader. 
(Statement on the role of Madhusudan, in the sphere of national awakening of 
India - published on 17th December, 1907 in the issue of ‘Vande Matram') 


Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 


A Great Leader of India 
Madhusudan Das was great leader. He was a great man not only 
of Orissa but whole of India. I have been hearing his name for last fifty 
years. He was a great friend of my father. I have seen him from a 
distance. Whenever affairs of Orissa come up for discussion and 
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consideration, the name of the Madhusudan Das also arises there with all 
the sublime qualities, he stands for. 


(Speech delivered on 13th February 1953, while unveiling the statue of 
Madhusudan Das at Cuttack). 


A Pioneer 
Madhusudan Das was a great Indian leader who did many 
pioneering works from uplift of the indian social and economic conditions. 
By confining his activities to a particular region of India, Das placed 
and ideal before all other different regions of the country and it was 
worth emulating. 


Fakir Mohan Senapati 
A Mighty Incarnation 
The entire Oriya nation was being swept away in the surging 
flood waters of the mighty ocean. Oh’ Madhusudan! you have delivered 
the nation, by desending from the heaven. 

For the deliverance of the dejected land of Orissa, Oh’ 
Madhusudan! you have appeared as the mighty incarnation of Lord 
Narayana. 

(Fakir Mohan Scnapati was one of the founding fathers of modern Oriya literaturc 
and a saver of the oriya language) 


Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
A tribute of Love and Respect 

1 first met Mr. Madhusudan Das when he came to preside over the 
Bihar Students’ Conference which was held at Motihari. We travelled 
together on our way to Champaran and the conversation / had with him 
in the train and on the steamer left an indelible impression on my mind 
about his personality, intellectual depth, fearlessness and love and 
devotion to country. 

In a long life full of varied activity he was ever striving to serve 
the people and as he told me, although he ruined himself financially he 
never sent his hat round for public help. It was a matter of deep regret 
that the Utkal Tannery on which he spent so much and to which he was 
so much attached as a child of his creation could not prosper on account 
of lack of finaicial support. His public career commenced long before 
men like me were born and he always struck an original line of his own. 
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1 remember how when as a Minister he was on a visit to Chapra 
and lcarning that I was ill he came to see me and how by the incre touch 
of his soft fingers I felt a sort of relicf. Just towards the end of his all 
too brief ministrial career he told me that he had done his best to give 
a liberal Local Self-Government Act to the province but he was afraid 
there were forces acting against it and we should be on our guard to see 
that no tampering with the popular rights contained in it was allowed or 
tolerated by the public. He was not afraid to speak and do the right, 
regardless of consequences and every one knows what hard times awaited 
him towards the evening of his days when he had to carry on practice at 
the Bar at an age which is rarely reached by men in this country and 
which hardly ever turns out to be an active period in the life of any man. 
But he faced it, and faced it boldly and well. 

(Dr. Rajendra Prasad was the first President of Indian Republic). 


Shyma Prasad Mukherjee 
Mighty Indian Nationalist 

My earliest recollection of Madhusudan Das goes back to a period 
now nearly twentyfive years ago when 1 was about 11 years of age. 
Madhusudan Das came to see imy father, Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee, in 
Calcutta. He must have came to our house many a time before this but 
I believe this is my first remembrance of his visit. I was struck by the 
respect and affection shown by my father to an elderly gentleman, thinly- 
built but with keen penetrating eyes and beaming with energy, who was 
talking to my father with a natural air of authority. As the interview came 
to a close, I saw my father leaving his hall of study, littered with books, 
files and papers, and going downstair with his visitor apparently to see 
him off. He came back to resume his work. As he came up, one could 
see how satisfied he felt at having done something which was at once a 
pleasure and a duty. He saw curiosity in my eyes; indeed, I was eager to 
know who this gentlemen was. My father said, “Do you not know him 
? He is my old guru Mr. M.S. Das, the great man of Orissa”. My first 
impression of Mr. Das was thus naturally very profound - I saw him as 
the acknowledged guru of my father who was my adored ideal in every 
respect. 

As years rolled on I heard of the intimacy that existed between 
our family and that of Madhusudan. With delight and gratitude my father 
often described his assogiation with Das and told us how much he owed 
to his former teacher. “He not only taught me English but also inspired 
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mie to regard character and indepennence as vo of the supreme virtues 
in man”, he used to say. Such was the force of Mr. Das’s personality and 
s9 genuine was the understanding between these two great minds that the 
swect relationship between the teacher and the pupil well stood thc passage 
of years and change of environments and never did it grow dim or state. 
XxX 

In 1923 my father was passing through one of the most disturbing 
periods of his life at home, suffering froin a domestic sorrow which, as. 
events showed, dealt him a deathblow, and in public life subjected to the 
fury of a deep-rooted conspiracy which threatencd to destroy his beloved 
university. Mr. Das, who knew without being told that his pupil needed 
his comforting company, came to Calcutta and spent hours with him. 
One does not know what exactly transpired at such meetings but there 
can be no question that both drew from each other best that either could 
give, thus deepening their mutual affection and understanding. Two of 
Mr. Das’s characteristics are evident in many of his letters. One was his 
determination to fight adversity and not to be overcome by it; the other 
was his unalterable faith in Providence which he knew would never 
ultimately allow a just cause to suffer. 

An intimate biography of Mr. Das will be studied with profit and 
interest not only in Orissa but in all parts of India. His career will show 
how it is possible for one man endowed with practical statementship, 
with indomitable will, energy and courage, to raise the level of his 
province and usher in a new era of hope and progress. He is rightly 
called the maker of a new Orissa; for this, generations of her people will 
cherish his name with reverence and affection. But Mr. Das was a mighty 
Indian Nationalist first and everything else afterwards. And as such his 
career will be a shining example for all Indian youths to profit by. During 
the brief periods of his ministership in Bihar and Orissa under the 
Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, he gave abundant proof of his patriotism, 
his administrative capacity, his constructive powers to reshape the destinies 
of his province in accordance with truly national demands. All this he 
did with success; and he did something more. He carried out his duties 
fearlessly in the truest sense of the word. He stood firm Like a rock, troe 
to his principles and ideals and never compromised his position or prestige 
for a mess of pottage. Some of the letters which passed between him and 
the Governmental authorities of the day will disclose his independence 
of outlook and strength of conviction. They deat with several matters of 
constitutional importance and will be studied today with profit by Indians 
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belonging to all shades of political opinion. Whether as a social worker 
or a promoter of educational and industrial expansion or a champion of 
political rights and privileges he never adopted any method which his 
opponents might describe as unclean or unworthly. Mr. Das was a God- 
fearing man, a man who would never dream of abandoning the path of 
truth or righteousness. May the life and career of such a leader of men 
- unselfish, honest and brave, serve to lead the India of today to her 
predestined path of glory, progress and freedom. 

(Shyma Prasad Mukherjee, son of Ashutosh Mukherjee, was remembered as the 


outstanding national leader of the country). 


Acharya P.C. Roy 
A Martyr of Swadeshi Industry 

Mr. Madhusudan Das had realised at a time whenever, countrymen 
had no such awakening that unless we would revive and create new 
industries, there will be no economic salvation for our people who are 
solely dependent on the income from agricultural pursuits..... Mr. Das 
died a Martyr to the cause of industry and upliftment of his countrymen. 
(Acharya Prafulla Chandra Roy was the renowned Swadeshi industrial 


entrepreneur). 


Manmath Nath Mukherjee 
A Maker of Modern Orissa 


In the history of modern Orissa, to be written, the name to which 
greatest prominance will be given, will that of Madhusudan Das. To him 
primarily and only secondarily to the band of other patriots, who came 
in his wake, she owes her gradual rise and her proud position as an unit 
of Indian federation. 

(Manmath Nath Mukherjee was former Chief justice of Calcutta High Court). 


Nilamoni Senapaty, 1.C.S. 


Uncrowned King of Orissa 
When Sir Ramsay Macdonald (later Prime Minister of England), 
declared in his book on the visit to India that Madhusudan Das was the 
“Uncrowned King of Orissa”, it is not merely the opinion of a foreigner 
but the opinion of all Oriyas’. 
(Nilamoni Senapaty was the former Chief Secretary to Government of Orissa). 
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Sir Walter Lawrence 
Champion of Oriyas’ 

1 entircly sympathise with you on your patriotic hopes regarding 
Orissa and 1 may say that the Oriyas are to be congratulated on having 
such an able and cultured champion as yourself. 

(Sir Walter Lawrence, Private Secretary to Lord Curzon). 


Dr. Harekrushna Mahatab 


The Foremost National Builder 

Madhusudan was an advocate of social reforms. Against caste 
system he wrote “Give up the variety of castes and merge yourself in 
the sca of nation”. Female education, he said, was indispensable for a 
nation, for women “are indeed the springs which swell the life-blood of 
a nation”. At his inspiration, his adopted daughter Shoilabala started a 
widow training centre at Cuttack. Madhusudan was in favour of the rapid 
spread of Western education. The first Girls’ High School was started in 
1908 in Orissa by his adopted daughter, at his instance. 

Madhusudan was inspired by two cardinal virtues of Christianity- 
humility and forgiveness. Though a Christian, he believed in the essential 
quality of all religions. 

Though his activities were mainly confined to Bengal, Bihar and 
Orissa, he was out and out a nationalist. Regional loyalty did not stand 
in the way of his loyalty to the cause of Indian nationalism. In one of his 
speeches he said, “The mother Utkal (Orissa) is an incarnation of 
mother India. It is difficult to form the national life”, he said, “When 
individual life has not lost its importance”. 

Though Western oriented, he was critical of the English ways. In 
his opinion, the English were materialists and did not realise the spiritual 
aspect of life. 

Press and platform were his methods of communication of ideas. 
He edited a weekly.paper, ‘The Oriya’, to present the grievances of the 
people to the authorities. His important contributions in “The Oriya” 
were “Industrial Development”, ‘Industrial Awakening”, “ War is business 
and business is war”, “Freedom from Industrial Captivity” etc. In his 
writings he fearlessly criticized the policies of the British Government. 
He also wrote a few patriotic poems in Oriya. 

Madhusudan was a forceful speaker in English and Oriya alike. 
His speeches were imbued with genuine national fervour. 
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Madhusudan thought of industrial development of India on Western 
model. To give stimulus to industrial growth, he started the Utkal Tannery 
and the Embroidery works. He laid emphasis on the économic 
independence of India, which as he believed was the prerequisite for 
political independence. He wrote, “we are now crying for Swaraj, hut 
we do not realise how much we depend upon others for the petties. ‘or 
our necessaries”. Madhusudan Ied a simple and unostentatious life. He 
realized the dignity of labour in his personal life. Hc used to say that the 
hand is more important than the head. This aspect of his life impressed 
Gandhiji very much. Charity was the air he breathed till his last breath. 

The closing years of the nineteenth century and the early years of 
the twenticth century witnessed the rapid modernization and reformation 
of Indian society which set the stage for the emergence of militant 
nationalism in the later period. Though chronologically, Madhusudan 
Das died a little later than the said period, yet historically he will be 
remembered as one of the foremost national builders of the formative 
phase of Indian Nationalism. 

(Dr. Harekrushna Mahatab, was the former Chief Minister of Orissa and former 
Minister of Central Cabinet, Govt. of India). 


Biswanath Das 
Madhusudan, “Creator of Modern Orissa” 

The late lamented Madhusudan Das wilt always go to history as 
the renovator of Orissa. x x Like Surendranath, Tilak, Ranade, 
Ajodhyanath, he was the creator of Modern Orissa and has to his credit : 
a number of youthful self sacrificing disciples plcdged to devote to the 
service of the motherland like the late lamented Gopakandhu Das and 
Abhiram Bhanj of sacred memory. As a politician and a patriot, he realised 
the necessity of greater Orissa as a distinct unit in the Indian firmament 
and inaugurated the Utkal Union Conference and thereafter,the movement 
for a separate Orissa Province. It was not given to him to see the fruition 
of his labours of past 40 years, before his death. The name of 
Madhusudan, his help, sympathy and co-operation, active or passive, 
will be found in the pages of the history of every institution that has 
sprung up in Orissa during the past 50 years calculated to increase the 
wealth or enhance the prestige of Orissa. He was a pioneer in the field 
of industry and was the first to call for Praja Sabha (peasant’s organisation) 
which has been to-day a very powerful organisation in India. Madhusudan 
combined in him the imagination of a poet, eloquence of an orator 
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and the keen perception of a debater. He was thus a force by himself, 
in the long and glorious period of his existence in the Central Legislative 
Assembly called imperial Council and Provincial Legislature called 
the Legislative Council. He combined in him the greatest critic of 
British imperialism and the greatest believer in the self-governing India 
in the British common wealth of nations. A Christian by faith 
Madhusudan was the most tolerant Christian in action. 

Office, wealth or title never captivated him. He was one of the 
few mofussil practioners in India that has earned millions of rupees and 
died as an insolvent, living on his own earning till his death. He earned 
and spent like a prince. He was selected as a Minister by the Government 
of Bihar and Orissa under the Montford dispensation. Hc was the solitary 
instance among Minister in India who resigned his office of position and 
the pay of Rs. 5,000 a month on the ground that a Minister for Local 
Self-Government having to deal with honorary workers in the field of 
local autonomy, should have his option of serving the country as an 
honorary worker. 

A lifelong dyspeptic Madhusudan always took pleasure in giving 
best of dinners. He was regarded as the endeared host, where hospitality 
is manifested itself. A lover of boys, a sympathiser of wvomen-folk, the 
greatest critic of youthful young men, Madhusudan was the ido! of his 
country for 50 long years. “Madhu Babu” is thus the household word in 
Orissa. 

The writer was one of those who took his inspiration from the 
illustrious life of this great soul. I distinctly remember the day when 
Madhu Babu wanted me to take to politics and inculicated in me the 
necessity of devoting wholly and solely to the service of the country. If 
I am anything to-day it is due to the soothing, softening and shaping 
influences of two illustrious souls of Orissa, the late lamented Madhusudan 
Das and Gopabandhu Das. 

(Biswanath Das, was the former Chief Minister of Orissa.) 


M.G. Hallet, C.LE., 1.C.S., 
Indianisation of Administration 
On the inauguration of the constitution of 1919 Mr. Madhusudan 
Das was appointed Minister of Self-Government in the province of Bihar 
and Orissa. It wds a heavy portfolio, especially during the early years of 
the new constitution, for the Minister. Apart from being responsible for 
the public heaith and medical relief throughout the province, he was 
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faced with the duty of amending the Municipal and local self-government 
Acts so as to make them morc consistent with democratic principles. It 
was a task of which many younger men might havc fought shy, but Mr. 
Das, though well advanced in years, threw himself into the work with 
zeal, vigour and enthusiasm. I was the secretary to the Government uf 
Bihar and Orissa during this period and having in this position to work 
directly under Mr. Das 1 can claiin to have intimate knowledge of his 
work. He never spared himself, and dealt with the greatest care with the 
probleins which came before him. He was, I think, particularly interested 
in problems of medical relief and public health, for he had studied 
medicine in his younger days. I will quote one instance. Plague was a 
disease from which Mr. Das’s native land of Orissa has fortunately been 
free; he realised, however, it was still a menace in Bihar, through not to 
the same extent as 10 or 15 years earlier, and he set himself to become 
personally acquainted with the problem of how to deal with that disease 
which was still prevalent, in particular in parts of Gaya district. In the 
middle of the hot weather he visited plague-stricken villages in that 
district and thereby got first-hand knowledge of that epidemic and also 
of the step which were being taken to deal with it. 

In dealing with these problems they had a keen and enthusiastic 
leader in their Minister, Mr. Das. Political critics tend to overlook and 
to depreciate the work of the Councils set up by the British Government 
as the first step towards responsible government, and the services of the 
Ministers who undertook the duty of administering the transferred 
departments have often not received adequate recognition. Historians of 
the future will I feel sure, see the events of these years in their true 
perspective and will recognise that it was not those who followed the 
barren and sterile policy of non-co-operation who paved the way for 
further advance, but those who like Mr. Das and his supporters, 
recognised the great opportunities which they had of furthering the 
political progress of India. Their work also had practical results and 
from my experience of these years I can assert that in the province of 
Bihar and Orissa great advances were made and nich was done to deal 
with that terrible problem, the alleviation of human suffering. 

To strike a more personal note, I shall always remember with the 
greatest pleasure of my association with Mr. Das. Difference of opinion 
between a Minister, trained in the school of politics, and a Secretary, 
brought-up to regard “efficiency” as all important, are inevitable; in fact 
such differences are healthy. But I always found Mr. Das ready to listen 
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with sympathy and attention to the views which I or other officers, with 
whom he was brought in contact, put forward, and if we were successful 
in solving his doubts and removing his difficulties he woutd be ready to 
reconsider his opinion and support proposals which he had previously 
condemned. Work in such an atmosphere of friendly co-operation can 
not but be pleasant. 

(Sir Maurice Hallet C.I.E., 1.C.S.,was later the Governor of Bihar) 


Sir Hugh Macpherson, K.C.S.l., 1.C.S. 
My Oldest Indian Friend 

With the exception of Mr. Jnanendra Nath Gupta, 1.C.S., Bengal, 
whom 1 knew in my Oxford days, the late Mr. Madhusudan Das was my 
oldest Indian Friend. x x 

My acquaintance with Mr. Das very nearly had a tragic ending for 
me, early in my Indian career. He kept in his stables good horses, one 
of which had been the charger of a Falstaffian Colonel of the Madras 
Regiment stationed at Cuttack. The horse had a reputation for bolting 
but could be calmed by Mr. Das with pieces of sugar-cane. 1 was rash 
enough to ride him once on returning from an expedition to Khandagiri 
with my Collector, Mr. George Stevenson, and party. The sugar cane 
trick did not work as 1 mounted; the rest 1 knew was then I awoke 48 
hours later to find the Civil surgeon, Colonel Zorab, by my bedside that 
- the horse had impaled himself on the back shaft of a bullock cart 
somewhere between Chandaka bungalow and the Katjuri river and 1 had 
been thrown on to the metalled road, but saved by a stout topee. Mr. Das 
was deeply concerned over my accident and came to see me daily till I 
recovered. He would never hear of my compensation for the loss of his 
horse.x X 

There were two causes that were always peculiarly dear to the 
heart of Mr. Das. One was the welfare of the cultivating raiyat, the 
other was the independence of Orissa. Although he was the retained 
legal adviser of many Orissa Chiefs and Zamindars of the Magulabandi, 
he never wavered in his support of the cultivator’s rights. After I left 
Orissa in 1894 in the Santal Parganas, I lost touch with Mr. Das, till 1 
was again brought into contact with the agrarian problems of Orissa as 
Director of Land Records in 1907-1912. Orissa tenancy law, whichup to 
then had been linked with the Bengal Tenancy Act, came under extensive 
review during the revision settlement operations of that period. After 
long deliberation in the Bengal Legislative Council during the winter 
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session of 1911-1912 and again in the new Bihar & Orissa Legislative 
Council of following ycar, the Orissa Tenancy Act (B & O Act II of 
1913) was passed, conferring on the sub-province the boon of self-agrarian 
code. Mr. Das was a member of both these Councils and took a prominent 
part in the proceedings, When any question arose affecting the rights 
and interests of the cultivators, he always championed their cause. 

(Sir Hugh Macpherson. K.C.S.1., 1.C.S. was an officer of Senior Indian Civil 


Service, who acted as the Governor of Bihar, for some time). 


M.Yunus : 
A great Indian Patriot 

He was a great Indian patriot, prepared to sacrifice all for the sake 
of his principle and his people and on personal sacrifice hc tried to 
foster many Indian industries, one of them namely the Utkal Tannery, 
may be prominently mentioned. He was noted for his political sagacity 
and independence of thought. Fearless of all, unmindful of favours and 
frowns, he was a man of high principle. As a lawyer he was noted for 
legal acumen and masterly advocacy. 
(Mr. M. Yunus was ex-premier of Bihar). 


Sachchidananda Sinha 


A benefactor of Harijans 
As a benefactor of the Harijans (the depressed classes), 
Madhusudan had no peer in Orissa. His work received appreciative 
acknowledgement from Mahatma Gandhi. 
(Sachchidananda Sinha was ex-vice chancellor of Patna University). 


Sir Courtney Terrell, Chief Justice 


Rarest product of Indian social life 

Madhusudan Das was one of the rarest products of Indian social 
life for he loved his fellow-men. His moral and intellectual stature was 
far higher than that of his countrymen and his whole life was devoted not 
to the emphasis of that fact, nor to realising a personal ambition based 
on his superiority, but to the effort to raise his people to a higher level. 
And yet rarer was the vision which enabled him to see ‘that this ideal 
could best be achieved by effecting improvement in their material welfare. 
(Sir Courtney Terrell, was the Chief justice of Patna High Courd). 
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Brajabandu Das 
The builder of new Orissa 

Madhusudan may be compared with Bismarck who unified the 
German speaking pcoplce of Prussia, Bavaria, Sax-Coburgh into the 
German Empire and also with Garibaldi, Cavour and Mazzini who raised 
the problem of Italian Irrendenta and formed a strong and united Italy 
uniting all the Italian speaking tracts on the Mediterranean Coast, He 
had not to wield a sword for the purpose, his pen worked wonders. 

It may be mentioned in this connection, that when Sir George 
Grierson was entrusted to carry on the work of linguist survey of India 
he had to consult Madhusudan in respect of the Oriya speaking people. 

Madhusudan directed the attention of the Congress to economic 
problems of India including stress on the farin and factory and the revival 
of the Cottage Industries. For this purpose he sailed for England in 
1897 when sometime thereabout Dadabhai Narojee was a member of the 
British Parliament and there he delivered a series of lectures before the 
British public and issued pamphlets in the British press, and raised the 
question of taxation, customs duties and tarrifs So that Indian-managed 
industries of India could compete with the industrial concerns of England 
which exported the machine made articles to India. He composed a 
book called “Unrest in India” and thereby his view on industrial 
improvement of India attracted the attention of British Politicians and 
industrialists of England. No Indian Leader before him took such a step 
for economic regeneration by pleading the cause of India in British 
political circles. | 

Mr. Madhusudan Das went to England in 1897 and had talk with 
the Secretary of State Lord George Hamilton regarding the amalgamation 
of Orissa amongst other matters relating India as a whole. Lord Hamilton 
gave an assurance that he would have correspondence with the succeeding 
viceroy of India, Lord Curzon on the matter. Mr. Das sought an 
opportunity to present the subject matter of Orissan amalgamation before 
Lord Curzon. For this purpose he had been to Simla in the summer of 
1900 and apprised him of the local situation by showing him the relevant 
historical documents and Grierson’s survey of India appertaining to 
Orissa. Curzon promised to pay a special visit to Orissa. He came to 
Orissa on the 16th December 1900 and visited Puri and Bhubaneswar 
temples from outside the compound in company of Mr. Das and Mr. 
Das explained to him all about the artistic importance of Orissan 
Temples. Lord Curzon also conceived there an idea of starting a 
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department for preservation of artistic monuments. By the bye Mr. Das 
had a talk in detail with Lord Cuzon on Orissan unification. 

(Brajabandwu Das, a leading lawyer and a close associate of Madhusudan Das, 
assisting him in his venture for the creation of the separate state for Oriya 


speaking people). 


Nilakantha Das 
His Last Words 

Madhusudan Das did not talk to me any more. It seemed he could 
not and he had nothing more to say. But one thing he repeated every now 
and then during the whole of that afternoon. He would say referring to 
the attendants who were always careful to keep his person clean, “ They 
are cleaning the outside of my body, but are not cleaning the inside”. 
This he is used to utter in a delirious mood and tone. 1 believe he was 
sure, fast approaching his last moment on earth, and he was constantly 
thinking of his soul. The temple of God must be kept clean, that was his 
idea, and he anxiously wanted that. it should be so kept for God to take 
possession of it. 

The little incident that followed is significant in this connection. For 
after he fell into silence and a kind of expressive absent mindedness, into 
which he was often found to lapse, I waited for a time and then came out 
into the verandha. Then came students-mere kiddies with their teacher to 
pray for him. This time I was suprised to hear from outside that voice of 
Mr. Mudhusudan Das, to which the country was so accustomed. His only 
appeal to the children was that they should remember that here was an 
Oriya who never feared power and who was never lured out of right path. 
Independently he only sought the help of God. Even when he said that his 
voice was so loud that anxious and alert sisters, Miss Das and Miss Hazara, 
felt nervous and both of them tried to intervene and to tell Mr. Das that the 
children came to pray for him. Thereupon he folded his hands and closeq 
his eyes in silence and the children with their teacher began to pray. This 
was the last I saw of Mr. M.S.Das, the history of Orissa incarnate, so to 
Say, for over a generation. To the last he thought of his country and thought 
of independence and manhood as the only way to success. God he forgot 
not. 

A great son of Orissa, the greatest of his age, thus passed always 
leaving a gap which it is very hard to fill. May his soul rest ih peace. 
(Nilakantha Das, the erudite scholar of Orissa was also cherished as a Political 


leader of great renown) 


88 


B.C. Mukherjee, L.C.S., 
My head is alive 

I still remember vividly my first meeting with the late Mr. 
Madhusudan Das. That was in 1927 when 1 was on settlement training 
at Cuttack. Mr. Das then already a very old man and looked much older 
than he really was. 

Accompanied by a friend who knew Mr. Das fairly well (Mr. N. 
Senapati, 1.C.S.) 1 called on the Grand Old Man of Orissa. What impressed 
me most on that occasion was the amazing vitality of the man and his 
mental alertness in spite of old age and very bad health. Outwardly he 
was insignificant enough, a small dark man with white hair, short in 
stature and extremely emaciated. His face was deeply lined and bore 
traces of both physical and mental suffering. But as he talked I! noticed 
that his eyes glowed like live charcoal, and that a certain grimness at the 
mouth betokened the real man beneath the surface. As he himself said on 
that occasion, <I am dead from shoulders dowmvards ; only my head 
is alive”. If by head he meant his brains, will power and mental energy, 
all these certainly remained very much alive right up to the time of his 
death. 

(B.C. Mukherjee 1.C.S., was formerly, the Chief Secretary of Orissa). 


P.C. Ray Chaudhury, M.A., B.L., 
His Study Room 

A lean and thin man with the time-honoured Hukka by his side 
and a table littered with papers and books in his front and breaking into 
a child’s laugh in the course of conversation, and that was late Mr. Das 
in his study. To this study appeared men of all walks of life, from the 
Rajas and the Maharajas down to the street beggar, and this very busy 
man never had a refusal for any one, A brilliant conversationalist, it was 
a treat and a lesson to hear him talk. Probably he was an encyclopedia 
in himself he could talk and talk sensibly and capture the imagination 
and sentiments of the people that clustered round him. On his table you 
could have seen the latest publication about the political tangle of some 
country in a corner of the world, the latest research on mental deficiency 
and also the effusion of some obscure. poet from a corner of Orissa. 
Hours and hours he would pass in his study poring over books, pamphlets 
and magazines, not to speak of his briefs. 
PC. Ray-Chaudhary was formerly editor of Bihar Gazette) 
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Soilabala Das 
A Good Entertainer 

In the carly days of his stay at Cuttack he used to entertain his 
fricnds at a musical party once every week. He was a lover of music. He 
had most of the musical instruments in his house and every Saturday 
evening his colleagues in the profession and friends would come to his 
place and listen to good music. After the music the guests would be 
entertained to dinner at which the most delectable dishes made by a 
Kashmiri Brahmin cook were served. He had the reputation of keeping 
the best table at Cuttack and was famous for his hospitality. Great in 
mind and large in heart, he did everything on a grand scale. 
(Soilabala Das was the adopted daughter of Madhusudan Das). 


Justice S.B. Dhavlie, 1.C.S. 
A Pioneer in many Fields 

When, some years afterwards, he became our first Minister under 
the Montagu Chelmsfold Reforms, my work as Secretary to the new 
Legislative Council brought ine into closer contact with him, and more 
than once he told me of the difficulties he had to contend with in the 
earlier years of his public life, and many a talk he had with the late Mr. 
G.K. Gokhale, with whom he had worked in the Imperial Legislative 
Council. 

Mr. Das’s talk were remarkable for the selfless partriotism and 
faith that permeated his whole being and were enlivened by a rare humour. 
I have heard him give more than once happy quotations from Persian 
and recite not only Oriya but also Bengali poetry composed by himself. 
No task, however novel, seemed to deter him and the representation that 
he had in order to show that there was nothing in our law to prevent a 
lady graduate in law from being allowed to join the profession, gave 
unmistakable evidence of his lifelong habits of research and his adoption 
of the motto of being thorough. 

He was a pioneer in many fields, and at a public meeting in the 
Town.Hall in Cuttack referred to himself as a ‘back number’ because he 
had taken his Degree at the Calcutta University over 50 years previously. 
Mr. Justice Sadasiva Ayyar, who was in the chair on the occasion, 
neatly turned the tables on him by quoting a couple of verses from the 
10th chapter of the Gita and showing how the first Oriya graduate had 
maintained his first place in the manifold activities of his later public 
life. He was a born fighter or he would not have taken up so many 
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problems that an average man wonld have put away as hopeless. His own 
health he mastered to an incredible degree by means of a strong will and 
a remarkable control over his diet. I remember how at one of the 
meetings of the Select Committee on the Bihar and Orissa Municipal 
Bill of 1921 we got him in the recess to turn out his pockets for his 
lunch to find a few grains of puffed rice which he told us was all the 
solid food he permitted him-self to take in those days. And yet with 
Such a diet he was working 15 or 16 hours a day at the age of 72 or 
73 and regularly taking his daily walk of 4 or § miles. Misfortune 
overtook him later on which hic mct with singular vigour and fortitude, 
and one could not help being struck by the stout heart that he carried in 
a frail body. His ideas were cast in a large mould, and his unceasing 
labours for the upliftment of Utkal, are at last beginning to bear fruit, 
though alas ! he passed away too soon to see Orissa a separate province. 
(Justice H.B. Dhavle, 1.C.S., was one of the Judges of Patna High Court) 


Mr. D.E. Reuben, 1.C.S. 
Madhusudan Das “As a Lawyer” 

Madhusudan Das was a very conscientious man, and felt that he 
was not giving full value, unless he gave his client the best that he was 
capable of. He never appeared in my Court in any case in which he was 
not throughly acquainted with the whole record, and in which he had not 
studied the relevant law in all its aspects. When I met Mr. Das for the 
second time he was an old man. In spite of this, lhe used to put more 
work into his cases than any other lawyer that I have known. 

The energy of the man was amazing. When he was over 80 years, 
he would stand up in a Court and argue for hours without faltering and 
without becoming inaudible or indistinct. To the end his brain remained 
crystal clear. 1 particularly remember one appeal case, in which he 
appeared. The subject matter of the case was taking possession of some 
land that was in dispute. Before coming to the Court I glanced at the 
record. The case appeared to be an easy one, and I wondered what it 
would be possible to urge in favour of the appellants. Mr. Das appeared 
for the appellants. He did not waste time, over the facts, but made a 
brilliant argument on the right of private defence. His speech for the 
appellants lasted for about an hour and a half, and at the end of it I was 
wondering how I could have thought there was nothing to be said for the 
appellants. 

(Mr..D.E. Ruben, 1.C.S., was acting as a Judge in different courts) 
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Mr. Henry W. Nevinson 
Marvellous and Saintly Man 

1 came to Orissa in the autumn of 1907 in answer to a heart- 
rending appeal from Mr. Madhusudan Das, a highly educated man, though 
belonging to the ancient and separate Oriya race, which understands no 
human tongue but its own, and whose script looks like a wire-netting of 
circular hoops. x x 

His unlimited generosity and a passionate sympathy with his own 
people had gained for himself some of sanctity’s privileges during his 
own lifetime. I have seen a man suffering from a frightful running 
sore entreat him for the loan of the eighth part of a penny that he 
might touch the sore with it and be healed. Another came with a brass 
bowl imploring Mr. Das to dip his finger into the bowl and that the 
moment he dipped his finger in, the child was safely born. Association 
with such a man was like a return to those enviable Middle Ages, when 
the laws of Nature were not so stiff and obstinate as to refuse 
compliance with wishes of holiness. 

Mr. Das accompained me through the district of Orissa lately 
devastated by floods which had brought down depths of sand which 
covered the fields and killed all the rice crops, leaving the 300,000 
population in a state of starvation and extreme misery. 

(Henery W.Navinson was the representative of Glasgow herald News paper and 
wrote a memorable book on his visit to India namely “New spirit of India”) 
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WORDS OF 
MADHUSUDAN DAS 


(EXTRACTS FROM HIS SPEECHES AND WRITINGS) 
ON HIM SELF 
On Honour 


* Personally I do not put any value to the invitation to dinners or 
other functions. From an early age 1 was taught by my dear mother not 
to seek honour by ineans of association with men of higher stations of 
life. The grass around the rose plant does not acquire either the sweet 
Scent or the colour of the flower. i 
(Letter to H.E. Governor of Bihar & Orissa on 6.2.1921) 


Knowledge is Honoured 

+ A long vista of future life appeared before me. I realised the truth 
of the sanskrit couplet “A king is honoured in his dominion, but 
knowledge is honoured every where”. 1 learnt to distinguish between 
inherited respect and self acquired respect and I decided to live the rest 
of my life in the pursuit of respect earned by merit. 

(From his incomplete biography reflecting the problems faced by him while 
prosecuting studies in the High School at Cuttack). 


On health 

* In a healthy constitution, age insidiously introduces its infirmities. 
But in a person who has a constant companion of an incurable disease 
for nearly forty years’ time makes havoc on the physical constitution. 
The body becomes a drag on the soul’s onward march. It is an obstruction 
to fulfilment of soul’s ambition. 

(From his incomplete auto-biography. During his student's career Madhusudan 
had to proscute his studies with much hardship, which had adversely affected 
his conditions of health). 
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On Mother and Motherland 

* Personally I associate my love for iny country with my mother. It 
was my mother who presented me as her offering to my country. When 
1 was in the dark chambers of my mother’s womb, I drank and drew my 
mother’s blood. She starved herself to give me nourishment. This was an 
object-lesson on self-denial to me and with this lesson of self-denial 
ingrained in my nature she presented me as a sacred offering to her and 
my country. This lesson on the importance of self-denial was reiterated 
every moment of my childhood, for she nourished with blood from her 
heart-blood whose colour and taste, her sacred love had changed -blood 
changed into milk. When I grew stronger and looked for stronger 
nourishment than mother’s milk, my country fed me and clothed me. 
Now that it has pleased God to take away my dear mother to the happy 
abodes above, when my energies fail, when life is extinct, my motherland 
will receive my remains in her tender embrace. 

(From the presidential address delivered in the Bihar Students' Conference held 
at Motihari in the year 1912, organised by Rajendra Prasad, (the former President 
of India) during his student's career). 


Value of Gold 
* I have always looked upon gold as a handful of dust, which a man 
must throw from his hands, still be a man - a being with a divine spark 
in him. 
(From the speech on the floors on Bihar & Orissa Legislative Council). 


Movement of Awakening 
* When I take a retrospective view of the whole agitation what do 
1 find ? There was no (Oriya) nation when I started this movement. 1 
found only heaps of dry bones—bones, bones nothing but bones. 1 
undertook tremendous work to infuse life, to give muscles and arm my 
people with ammunitions with help from none but the Father above. 


1 stand here to-day to see that my long cherished desire has been 
fulfilled. We have gone through very difficult periods since I started this 
movement. I had to face people who were powerful in money, resources 
and intellect. With God overhead and conscience within, 1 fought single- 
handed. One day it struck me that God had something in his mind when 
he gave me, the first Graduate of Orissa, the thought of unifying the 
Oriya race. I thought of it and found that history was behind me which 
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would do credit to any nation in the world. I had to do something for my 
nation. I was alone. Even the Oriya Rajas were ashamed to call 
themselves Oriyas and Oriya school boys called themselves Bengalis. 
(From his last momentous speech delivered to the Oriya speaking people on 
12th February 1933, just one year before his sad demise). 


C.LE. Title 


* “I know that certain people consider a title a discount on a public 
man’s fidelity to the interests of the people and consider a proof of 
subserviency to the wishes of the officials. I was not without fear that the 
kind intention of Government might be misconstrued by some men. 1 
consulted some friends (The Maharaja of Mayurbhanj, Babu Jogesh 
Chandra Ray, M.A.,and a few more) on the advisibility of declining the 
honour in a suitably respectful manner. 1 also spoke to the Chief Secretary 
of Bengal at the time. But the association of the names of Iswar Chandra 
Vidyasagar, Dr. Ras Behary Ghosh and the announcement of decoration 
of the Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale in the same Gazette were pointed out to 
me”.... 

(His statement relating to his reaction on conferment of C.J.E-(companion of 
Indian empire) title, published in the Utkal Dipika in the year 1906.) 


On Office 


* 1 did not seek the office 1 am in now. I accepted it, as it was 
accompanied by an eloquent and forcible appeal by an illustrious 
countryman of India just before he started to take charge of this office 
as a Governor. 

(A letter to H.E. Governor of Bihar & Orissa on 6.2.1921 explaining the 
circumstances under which he accepted the post of Minister at the invitation of 
Lord S.P. Sinha, the first Indian Governor). 


Honorary Service 


* Jn an organisation in which all the workers are honorary, 
a salaried minister mars the symmetry and harmony of the organization. 
The office of the minister of Local self government ought to be an 
honorary. To convert this office into an honorary one, the present official 
machinery needs addition or adjustment. | 
(Speech on the floors on the Bihar & Orissa Legislative Council on 21.2.1922 
imploring to make iis post of minister of local self government, honorary). 
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His Identity 

* “I am the first M.A. of the Oriya race, the first Oriya Vakil and 
now the first Oriya Advocate, the first Oriya visitor to Europe, the first 
Oriya Member of the Provincial and Visceregal Legislative Councils, the 
first Oriya Minister and the first Indian Minister to resign Office. My 
race is the most backward and yet the first graduate of no race in India 
did all I have done......! am now in my eightieth year and have been 
adjudicated an inso Went, but though I am eighty years old, my mission 
of life to-day, is what it was half a century ago and that mission is to 
bring Utkal to the notice of the world. Utkal Tannery landed mc on 
insolvency but it earned for Utkal the admiration of the whole civilized 
world”. 

(His message to the conference organised by the all Orissa Student's organization 
in the year 1926.) 


His Last Words 
* Here was an Oriya who never feared power and who was never 
lured out of right path, independently he only sought the help of the God. 
(His immortal last words on the death bed). 


On India 
(The related problems of the country) 
On Swaraj 
+ “The poor peasant who does not get two proper meals a day, paid 
his mite for getting Swaraj. What does Swaraj mean to him ? It means 
to him the dawn of an era, when he would live more comfortably, when 
he would earn higher wages, in a word to him Swaraj means an iniproved 
economic condition”, 
(From his speech delivered on ‘Dignity of Labour’ at Patna on 17-02-1924.) 


Pillars of the Government 

¢ “I ord Bacon says, when any of the pillars of the Government 
is rudely shaken or weakened (which are religion, justice, counsel and 
treasure) men have to pray for fair weather..... To break law is one thing, 
but a wilful disregard of law by one entrusted with the sacred duty of 
enforcing it amounts to suspension of law. The trial of Surendra Nath 
Banerjee, so far as the procedure followed, as has been published in the 
newspapers, points to a state of things which suggests an anology to 
suppression of Nature’s Laws”. 
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(From his speech delivered at Cuttack on unlawful imprisionment of S.N. Banerjee 
in the year 1906). 


Salt is Vital 

* “Salt tax in India has always been considered as a blot on the 
fiscal policy of Government of India. Salt is not a luxury. Being a poor 
man unable to buy salt, if he takes a little saline dust (where saline 
earth is found) he is sent to prison for three to six months and the man 
who sends him to prison gets a reward; whereas if a cow impelled by 
hunger to trespass on a farm, the cow is only taken into the pound and 
not sent to jail. Here is the enormity of the Tax”. 

(From his speech delivered on the floors of the Central Legislature on 7-3- 
1916). 


Blood Suckers 
+ “Government had an exhibition in Calcutta to show the industrial 
products of Germany and Austria which found their way to India. 
Austria and Germany have been sucking the blood of India like the 
Americans, but which while it sucks human blood, actually fans its 
victim with its wings. Xt has been discovered that they are blood suckers”. 
(From his speech delivered on the floors of the Central Legislature on 21-3-1916). 


Duty of a Legislator 

* At a psychological moment like this, if we realize the importance, 
the far-reaching significance, of this resolution and imagine to ourselves 
that outside this Chamber there are millions and millions of people of 
whom it has been said, and sympathetically said, and very often said, 
that they do not get a full meal twice a day, that their hands are paralysed 
and frittered, that they are the children and grand-children of those very 
men who were the architects of all the beautiful edifices that we see in 
India, when we realize these facts and also that in this Council Chamber 
we have non-official members of India representing the interests of 
millions, and also official members most of whom are Englishmen 
representing the traditions, the history and the glorious past of England, 
then I feel, Sir, that this is a meeting, the real significance and far- 
reaching consequences of which are very great. It is a pity that we do not 
like to see one another’s weaknesses..... 

I suppose, Sir, before the invention of mirrors, before mirrors 
were introduced into the world, every woman thought she was the prettiest 
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woman in the world, and every man thought that he was the most 
handsome man in the world. Mirrors soon showed them their real features. 
Consequently, on occasions like these, psychological mirrors are very 
much needed. Crimination and recrimination will not bring about th: 
co-operation between Government and the people. 

(From his speech delivered on the roles to be played by the official and nonofficial 
members of Central Legislature - on 21-3-1916). 


» On Tariff Protection 

* “A sleeping sickness, if I may say so, overtook industrial India, 
and nozv that she rises from this sleeping sickness, she finds here industrial 
hands are paralysed, and the artisan cannot compete with the iron hand 
of Europe and.ether countries. The slow hand of the artisan cannot keep 
pace with the machine; and the real state of things is that India is 
awakening .to a sense of her duty in this particular matter after the 
devastating ‘and prostrating effect of a revolution. ‘And therefore in the 
present circumstances of the country; we need some sort of protection. 
1 know that the very idea of protection of any kind seems ridiculous to 
the English mind. The Englishman is not accustomed to seek any kind of 
protection. The Englishman, living in a canvas house, considers that 
his castle. But then we Indians have been long accustomed to have our 
most precious things within walls of the zenana. We are accustomed to 
walls, and a tariff protection wall would admirably suit for us. .... 


Sir, India has not gained commercially by her contact with 
England. All that we ask for is a sacrifice on the part of England. What 
is the sacrifice ? It is not a sacrifice of money; it is a sacrifice in the 
form of a slight modification of the Englishman’s proud “free-trade 
principle”. Tariff reform is not altogether a new thing to England”. 
(From his speech emotionally dolivered on 17-3-1913 in the Central Legislature 


on creation of protective tariff walls for harnonious growth of Indian industries). 


On Railway Link 
* “Inhalation and exhalation are very necessary in human existence. 
We perform them every moment, and we could not exist for a moment 
without these processes, and what-these processes are to the body, import 
and export are to a country. With inhalation we take in what we want, 
and with exhalation we send out what we do not want. So what we want 
we import: What we do not want we export. Just as a human being 
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cannot live without these necessary processes, So a country cannot prosper 
without export and import. And not only do railways promote trade, but 
they serve the purpose of circulation; and what circulation of blood is to 
the system, that railways are to the prosperity and growth of a country. 
If a part of the body does not share in the circulation, of course that 
part of body suffers from atrophy or paralysis; so also if the fwo parts 
of a country are not connected by communication, the result is that 
one part must suffer”. { 

(From his speech delivered in the year 1913 in the Central Legislature inploring 
for laying railway lines in the interior parts of Orissa, connecting Orissa with 
other parts of the country). 


Kalapahada 


* “This is the lamentable result of the present system of education, 
because the present system does not train the hand with the head and 
therefore it is necessary to remove the false impression. Hand should 
be trained with head. Sir ! tradition says, that when ‘Kalapahad’ went 
to Orissa, at the news of his march, hands of the idols dropped of. It 
seems that as soon as education enters a village, the hands of the 
artisans drop off”. 

(Speech deliverd in the Bengal Legislative Council in the year 1897). 


Annihilation of Self 


* “When a man 5s a representative, he represents not his wishes, but 
the wishes of those, the wants of those, the rights of those, who elected 
him as their representative. Very often people when they get a 
representation in local bodies or even.in a Council Chamber seem to lose 
sight of the fact that as soon as they accept the representative position, 
their self is annihilated. They must fight for the rights of others. That is 
the beginning of self-government. When a man comes in as a 
representative, first of all he has to govern himself. He must say to 
himself; my wish is nothing, my wants are nothing, my demands are 
nothing, first of all, all that is mine must be postponed.to what belongs 
to my electors, my rights must yield to what is within the rights of 
those whom I represent”. 

(From his speech delivered on 27-7-1921 in the Bihar Legislative Council on 
the responsibities assigned to the elected representatives of the local bodies). 
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Germany in India 

* When I visited the huge factories in Germany I saw how the 
ponderous wheels running thousands of miles away from India had laid 
the foundation of a commercial Empire here, how Germany levied a taxg 
on all classes of men and women, from the child who played with the 
German toys to the aristocratic lady who entcrtained her guests with 
music of the piano. The commercial empire needs no police to prevent 
breach of the peace, no tax collectors to sell your moveables, to realize - 
the arrears of taxes, no presonal feelings of retaliation against any person. 
The India’s every day life was regulated by the Directors of the huge 
factories thousands of miles away. 


On An Insensible Judge 

* The work of a Judge is practically an easy, if not a pleasant one. 
It resembles the feat of the vorcious cater who has spread out before him 
a large table, elaborately laden with dishes of all kinds - good, bad and 
indifferent, which a dozen cooks worked hard to produce. The position 
of the Ex-King of Oudh, who had a dinner time daily brought before him 
hundreds of dishes served before him, these dishes having been cooked 
by his 250 wives. It was his pleasant duty to select some out of these 
numerous dishes, and he claimed and got more credit for them than his 
wives got for cooking them. The lawyers place before the Judge all the 
facts and law connected with a case, and his duty is to select and swallow 
some, and let alone the rest, but he claims great credit for them and in 
this respect he is worse than the Ex-King of Oudh, for the latter fed and 
clothed his wives, and therefore in some sense his arrogance was 
pardonable, whereas a Judge does not do any such thing to a lawyer. 
This makes his conduct unpardonable. Even in thus very work of selection 
he errs and swallows the stuff which he cannot digest, and the .gppellate 
court administers purgative of a very better kind 

(Extract from his letter written to Soilabal Das on 2nd September, 1906) 


Hand and Land 
* The peasant’s assets are his hands. The Zamindar’s assets are his 
lands. Culture of land is agriculture. Culture of hand is industry. 1 am 
aware that agriculture has been called an industry, but differentiation on 
the basis of their essentials should not place agriculture in the category 
of industries. A branch of manual labour which affords facilities for a 
progressive culture of the hand securing higher wages at successive stages, 
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should be properly called industry. This is not the case with the hand 
working on land. The man who drives a plough, sows seeds or weeds the 
ficlds, will not carn higher wages by the culture of the hand. There is no 
scope for attainment of a morc remuncrative Skill in the agriculturist’s 
occupation. 

(From the speech delivered on 17-2-1924 at Bihar Youngmens’ institute hall on 
dignity of labour. The extracts from this lecture was often quoted by Mahatma 
Gandhi on several occasions). 


National History 

+ “The development of national consciousness should be the chief 
object of these conferences..... A nation has its history, which is a record 
of the achievements of the ancestors of the present generation. You can 
not create a nation. The chief object of a national gathering is to draw 
its inspiration from the national history and the achievements of our 
ancestors. Each student must feel that behind him stand his ancestors, 
before him are his progeny and his object of life is to connect the past 
and the future so that the result is a homogeneous whole”. 

(His message on the occasion of the Annual conference of the All Orissa Students’ 
Association held on 28th September 1927). 


On Roaring Cannon 
It is easier to face the roaring cannons than to face the mounting 
dissatisfactions of the people and to take a decisive step to resolve it. 


National Life 

Unless personal life is sacrificed (extinguished), national life cannot 
emerge. When a mango stone (seed) is put inside the soil, it must die or 
go through the decaying process, so that the plant would arise. So from 
which the national life emerges must die or go though a decaying 
process. If one mango stone dies, there would be luxuriant gvowth of 
a mango tree with a bumper harvest of mangoes. So at first a mango 
stone must die so that, the species of the mango tree is preserved. 
(From his speech delivered in the Annual conferecne of Utkal Sammilani held 
in the year 1908 ). 


On Orissa 
Orissa Indenta 
The history of Orissa is a development of a unique type of 
civilization. This unique character of its social and political institutions 
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in the past, is in a considerable measure duc to the insular position of the 
country. The sea, the Vindhya hills and the jungles and the hills of Orissa 
made communication with the neighbouring tracts impossible, The people 
were naturalty thorwn on their own resources. Hence they developed a 
type of civilization, which they may justify-claim as their own. 


Temple of Juggernath 

The temple of Juggernath was built by a Hindu King of Orissa, 
who saw in those early times the necessity of weakening the hold on 
caste system had on socicty. Notwithstanding that India has been governed 
by the British nation for over a century and attempts at social reforms 
have been made by men educated in western literature, and science, the 
division of India’s population under caste rmles presents, at the present 
moment, great impediments to the introduction of constitutial reform. 
Any impartial student of history can not fail to notice in the people, who 
built the temple, a progressive spirit in the field of social reform, which 
was ahcad of the rest of India by several hundred years. 

The Oriya people had seen the pernicious effects of the caste 
System, if was a disintegrating social force, which found a safe place of 
refuge in the temple of religion. The builder of the temple of Juggernath 
sought to dislodge it from its inaccessible place of refuge and expose the 
enemy to brotherhood of man to public gaze. The foundation of the 
temple of Juggernath was laid on the ruins of the caste system. 
(Extract from the journal ‘The Oriya’, published in the month of October 1918). 


Mother India and Mother Utkal 
* There is no difference between the Mother India and Mother Utkal. 
If any part of the body is affected by pain, the affected part is to be 
treated. With the treatment of the affected part, there is perceptible 
improvement in the system of the entire body. Therefore, the treatment 
of the Utkal certainly means the improvement in the overall condition of 
India. 

“The Mother Utkal (Orissa) is an incarnation of the Mother 
India. To do good to Mother Utkal is also doing good to Mother India” 
(From his speech delivered in the year 1904 in the conference of Utkal 
Sammilani). 


Sunlit Hills 
* “Orissa has also a past, which is not lacking in grandeur and like 
other parts of the province, Orissa likewise looks with eyes of hope and 
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faith to the sunlit hills, we arc proceeding to, after passing though the 
dark vallcys of the past”. 
(From his speech delivered in the Bihar & Orissa Council on 20-01-1913 after 
the creation of Bihar & Orissa province). 
The Landless Untouchable Class 

* The landless untouchable classes have been a source of anxiety to 
me from the early days of my industrial activities. Within the last few 
yern*< there has been an attempt to raise their social position, to place 
them on a level with the higher classes. Their friends have appealed to 
feelings of humanity, to reason, to the state of things in other countries. 
It is not my province to test these methods by the actual results achieved. 
I shall give you an account of the mcthod I persued. I directed my 
attention to the economic aspect of the position of this class, 1 followed 
the principle by which General Booth succeeded in uplifting the fallen 
and the despised in other countries of the world. First give a man work 
by which he can earn enough to keep him comfortable and then talk to 
him of the moral and religious side of human nature. 
(From lecture delivered on Dignity of Labour at Patna on 17th February, 1924). 

The Dawn of a New National Life 
* “The Utkal luminary which illuminated the Indian firmament has 
set and has gone down the horizon. But an observer can see the rich 
colours reflected in the Western sky. We all wish to see the great luminary 
rise once more and give us the dawn of a new national life”. 

“The beautiful colours in the western sky must be fully appreciated, 
loved and admired before the youthful mind is aglow with a desire to see 
the dawn of a new national life”. 

(His message to Prof. Artaballab Mohanty, the erudite scholar for his unique 
success in publication of classical literary books through Prachi publication 9- 
6-1932). 


On the role of Women 

In Orissa man has treated woman as if she had been created to do 
service to man and God did not assign to her any special duty in 
composition of nation. The advice of any man is irrelevant. A few women 
have joined man in political agitation of the day. They serve man in his 
political ambition. Whether woman serves man in domestic life or political 
life it is a subordinate position. Both ignore the Divine object in creating 
woman. You should enquire who has made European nations what they 
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are, father or mother and then decide what is your duty and what should 
be your line of action. 
(From his message on the occasion of the Annual conference of the Orissa 


Womens’ Association held on 1-8-1931). 


The purpose of Life 
* “Life is a race, the world is the race-coursc. Birth is the starting 
point, death the goal and duty is to move along the fence to keep us 
straight in the way..to that goal.... 

It should be the aim of our young men to realise the presence of 
a soul within them, to feel that life is a mission, the object of life is‘ not 
the pursuit of pleasure for ones’ sclf, but to seek opportunities and means 
to make others happy”. 

“Life is a chase after honour and happiness. Youth is the time 
when this chase is started. Each of you has been sent to the world with 
a mission from your creator. Find out your post”. 

Take your stand there with heart within and God over head, and 
do your duty without caring to know how the world views your conduct. 
When God first breathed Life into you, you were in your mothers womb, 
having no connection with the world around, when you would be lying 
in your death-bed and your eyes will fail to see, your ears will fail to 
hear, your tongue fail to speak, you sill have no connection with your 
conscience, and if at that finish of the life’s race your ¢onscience says, 
you have done your duty, whatever the world might say of you, rest 
assured your creator will address you in these words:- 

“ Well done my child, thow hast been faithful unto death. I will 
give thee a crown of life”. 

(Collected from the speeches of Madhusudan) 


On Culture 
East and West 
* You have no doubt heard the saying “East is East, West is West 
and never the twain skall meet”. I am not sure that public opinion on 
the subject has gained in clearness of ideas by the frequent repetition 
of these words. The East and West have met. The East had a type of 
civilization of its own; the West had a very different type of civilization. 
The two are essentially different beacuse the environments of life and 
the incentives to man’s advancement in the East and West were altogether 
different, if not of an opposite character. The rising sun inviting 


104 


slumbering life into cheerful activity, the smiling face of Naturc reflecting 
her refreshing verdurc on the blue sky, the soft and luxuriant fields of 
Ceres and flora- in short, Nature clad in the beautiful attire of a loving 
mother, received man in her tender embrace, and man, over-powered by 
feelings of gratitude, went down on his knees and began to pray in the 
words of Milton- “ These are my glories, Almighty Father, Thyself how 
glorious then \” (Cheers). 

Thus it will be seen that the environments of life in the East 
proved an incentive to the development of man’s spriritual nature. The 
same nature assumed a different attitude towards man in the West. Mists 
and fogs enshrouded the face of that orient luminary- the Sun. Nature, 
stripped of her foliage, stood before man like a bereaved widow in 
mourning. The sea threatened to bury hin among its angry waves; the 
cold-biting wind threatened to chill his blood. Nature frowned upon man 
in the West. Man saw his only remedy lay in fighting against nature, and 
accordingly, he prepared himself for the great battle of life. In the East 
man worshipped, Nature In the West man fought against Nature. The 
result was that in the East man attended to his spiritual culture; in the 
West he attended-to the culture of his physical nature. The development 
of the physical nature of man is characteristic of occidential civilization; 
the development of man’s spiritual nature is characteristic of Indian and 
Eastern civilization.-“ England and India have met. Western and Eastern 
civilisation have been brought face to face by a divine dispensation”. 
(From the speech delivered in the Bihari Student's Association at Motihari in 
ihe year 1912). 


On European Culture 


* France supplies colour and shape to the whole civilized world. 
The frenchmen decides what colour will catch the eye, he decides the 
shape, trimmmings, cut of the dress of both sexes, and all civilised nations 
pay him for it. It is the value of the Frenchmen’s cultivated eye. The 
Frencheman has cultivated his tongue and French Cooks are employed in 
even the respectable hotels of India and a French cook, I believe, presides 
over the Viceroy’s kitchen. These are the taxes which India pays to the 
Frenchman’s cultivated tongue, or more properly speaking, to the tongue 
and nose combined. Similarly, the German has cultivated his ear and 
supplies music in a large measure to the world. The Italian has cultivated 
his throat and Europe pays very large sums for Italian vocal music. 
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Youth of India 

* Young students are the future hope of India. You are the rising 
sun. I appeal to you to remove the dark mists which enshroud the social 
atmsphere (Hear, Hear). If you wish to raise India to the rank of ‘civilized 
countries, realise the importance of indigenous industries. (Hear). 
Remeniber you will have to compete with Europc. It is a war in which 
the odds are against you, but remember you have to compete with other 
countries of Europe and America, and the help that comes from the 
Indian Government will not make up for the odds against you. It is 
especially within your sphere of life to raise the social position of the 
artisan class. Try to realise from this age the dignity of labour. Labour 
hews the wood, shapes it, puts it together to form the vessel which 
carries treasures and men to distant countries Labour digs the ore, melts 
it and produces from it the precious metat which supplies the tiny needles 
and the roaring canon. What the hand is to the individual, skilled labour 
is to a nation. If the direction in which the current of education is now 
running is not diverted, we shall, in the near future, have graduates 
with emaciated limbs, clothed, in academical customes, hammering on 
barren rocks to strike blood out of stone. 

(From the speech delivered in the Bihari Student's conference in the year 1912). 


Heritage of Satee’s Blood and its Inspiration 
* My great-grand-mother in the direct line of ascent was a Satee. 
She offered her mental frame, a living sacrifice on the funeral pyre of 
her husband. This took place before my birth. But in my childhood my 
grand-mother, that is my father’s mother used to describe the event in 
language, whose worth which prepared my impressionable young heart 
to receive her narration with the impression which the event which she 
had withnessed, had produced in her mind. x x 1 have a vivid recollection 
of her graphic narration of the event. The Satee’s husband was ill for 
four days. He refused food. He felt he had the final call from his 
Creator. The wife (Satee) ministered to her partner-in-life in his sick 
bed. She took no food. He expired at dawn, as he expired she gave 
orders for erection of the funeral pyre. Her eyes were dry, she shed no 
tears. She went through the ceremonies becoming a bride before she is 
taken to the altar by her father to be given away. She had ordered my 
grand-mother to make two garlands of flowers. One of them at her bidding 
my grand-mother (her daughter-in-law) put round her neck. At this moment 
she spoke a few solemn words to my grand-mother installing her as the 
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mistress of the house. The other garland she took in her hand. The 
household party went to the funeral pyrc. Where they mct the residents 
of neighbouring villages assembled. All stood in solemn silence. There 
was no music, no cheering, no cry of any kind. The funeral pyre had 
been raised. It consisted mostly of sandal wood over which ghee (clarified 
butter) had been poured in profusion. On the pyre was laid deceased. 
The Satee saluted, circled round the pyre three times, ascended it and 
put the garland on her husband’s neck, sat at the foot of her husband 
with folded hands and ordered the pyre to be lighted. The fire had been 
supplied by an aquibotri. The fire was used to light the funeral pyre. 
In the twinkling of an eye there was a huge flames of fire which 
went up to the heaven. Smoke charged with frank incense to announce 
of her journey to her departed husband’s soul in heaven. The scene 
represents the wedding of souls of two persons who were husband and 
wife in the heart of the spectators. 
My grand-mother took a delight in painting the scene to me and 
I must have heard it at least fifty times while yet a child. When she 
enacted a particular parts of the event she used to press me to her bosom 
which I found all wet with tears. They were tears of joy. She was proud 
of her mother-in-law. The narration set iny imagination aglow. Every 
time I heard the narrative, I felt my imgination as it were in fire. The 
sentiments found their way to my impressionable heart and thence the 
arteries carried them through the whole system. A feeling grew upon 
me that the Satee’s blood was running in my arteries and veins. 
Even at my advanced age I feel it my sacred duty not to taint 
the Satee’s blood by diverting from the path of duty from fear of 
personal injury, or loss of any kind. 
(This is an autobiographical account of Madhusudan, which kept him inspired 
throughout his entire life). 
Lines from the patriotic songs 
composed by Madhudan Das. 
(Translated from Oriya) 
“Nation’s history is perennial stream, 
Which nation’s life sustains, 
Whose waters drunk becomes the blood, 
That runs in nation’s heroes veins” 


“If you give your life to nation, 
Nation's life is yours, 
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It's never got by aimless search, 
Carried on for years” 


Awake ! arise! Ye sons of Utkal, 
How long will Ye slumber ? 

The valour and glory of your Sires, 
Say, will Ye not remember” 


(Translated by : Pareswar Mohanty} 


A Son’ Appeal 

* Burdened with a heavy heart and filled with a deep sense of 
anxiety, I searched for my mother everywhere but I could not be able to 
find any trace of her. I raised a clarion call, seeking my brothers. What 
a pity ! but none responded. A sense of desolation had spread everywhere. 
I moved round the entire country in search of my mother, but every 
where I found the foot steps of my mother, deeply graven on the earth; 
but nowhere I could be able to find my mother. 

1t was written in the scripture that Sita Devi being insulted, found 
her abode inside the earth. Oh! similarly affronts being levelled at her, 
my mother found her resting place, spreading herself inside the earth. 
Because of that, my country Utkal had been converted into a sacred 
land. 

My mother will certainly emerge from the earth, if millions of her 
sons will be able to call her, by raising their solemn voice with a tone 
of intense supplication. 

Oh Brethern ! let your offering to the mother be total and integral. 
Sacrifice all your wealtli, honour and belongings for the cause of the 
mother, by lighting the sacrificial fire for self effacement. Forgetting 
all the differences, dance round the sacrificial fire, embracing each 
other, with an intense brotherly love. 

Then oh Brethern ! you will certainly come across the thunderous 
earthquake, deeply stirring the earth and breaking the crust of the 
upper layer. Out of that deep cavity will emerge the Almighty Mother 
with a thousand hands, resplendent, in all her magnificence. 

Indeed she is your mother, your deliverer and your protector. 
Adore her, worship her feet with deep reverence. 

(Translated) 
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1848 


1860 


1866 


1870 
1873 


1874 
1875 


1878 


Important Events in the life of 
MADHUSUDAN DAS 


(1848-1934) 
CHRONOLOGY 


Orissa, a powerful empire(for a period of one thousand years) 
till the middle part of sixteenth century lost its independence. 
Being dismembered it was an annexed to the adjoining states 
of Bengal, Bihar, Madhyapradesh and Madras. 

South Orissa was occupied by the East India Company ( part 
of Madras presidency) “° 

North Orissa ( the main heart land), was occupied by the 
East India Company (part of Bengal Presidency). Western 
Orissa (part of Madhya Pradesh). 

Madhusudan Das born at Satyabhamapur village in the district 
of Cuttack in Orissa ( 28-4-1848) as the son of Raghunath 
Das, a persian knowing pleader - mother Parvati Devi, a lady 
of deep compassion and strong determination. 

Prosecuted studies in the Cuttack Govt. High school. Passed 
Entrance (Matriculation) Examination in 1864. 

(i) After a brief service career at Balasore, left for Calcutta 
by steamer from Chandbali Port. At Calcutta prosecuted 
studies with much hardship. 

{ii) Orissa under the severe grip of deadliest famine of the 
century stripping away one fourth of the population of Orissa - 
( Naanka Durvikhya). 

Graduated from the Calcutta University. 

Passed M.A. (English) - Married to Soudamini Devi of 
Calcutta- Acclaimed as a successful English teacher. 
Published the book “Model questions” for students. 
Organised a Labour Union at Matiabruz (Calcutta) and 
organised a night school for the workers. 

Qualified in Law- Started practising in the law courts of 


1881 


1882 


1883 


1884 


1886 
1887 


1888 


1893 


1894 


1895 


1896 


1897 
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Calcutta - Associated with Cultural and political life of 
Calcutta - Joined with Surendra Nath Banarjee ( Indian 
Association) - Established contact with W.C.Banarjce and 
other founding fathers of Indian National Congress (1884- 
1885) - Untimely death of his wife Soudamini Devi (1878). 
Returned to Cuttack - Joined the bar as one of the outstanding 
lawyers - Associated with cultura! life and Press at Cuttack, 
particularly witli Gouri Sankar Ray, editor of the Utkal Dipika. 
Organised the Orissa Association (Utkal Sabha) the premier 
nationalist organisation of the state for cultural and economic 
resurgence and for the merger of Oriya speaking arcas. 
Joined as honorary law lecturer (part time) till 1890. 
Organised Odissi and Classical musical nights as a part of 
cultural resurgence. 

Attended the second session of A.1.C.C. at Calcutta. 
Conducted the famous Jaganath temple case - Established 
the first sophisticated permanent stage for drama at Cuttack 
- As vice-president of Cuttack District Board took initiative 
in spreading of primary education and athletic training in 
rural schools. 

Concerted efforts for establishing railway lines in the East 
Coast { Orissa) - Agitation for removal of salt tax - 
Established cordial relationship between Hindus and Muslims 
through ‘Fouzi Ama’ Organisation. 

Committed determination for his exclusive use of Swadeshi 
Goods - A precursor of Swadeshi Industrial Movement. 
Preliminary arrangements for establishment of Orissa 
Artwares, the first Swadeshi industrial undertaking - Laying 
of railway lines in Eastern Coasts (Orissa) started. 
Abolition of Oriya,as the court Language from Central 
Province ( Sambalpur) - Strong protest - Submission of 
memorandum with the viceroy of India - published six articles 
on language problem of Western Orissa. 

Elected to the Bengal legistative council till 1912 with a 
short break in between. 

Left for London - Met the secretary of state for India - Gorge 
Hamilton and placed the demand on behalf of Oriya speaking 
people - At London organised the first Swadeshi Industrial 
exhibition - Pleaded for protective tarrif cover for indian 
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1899 


1900 


1901 


1902 
1903 


1904 


1907 


Successful functioning of Orissa Art-wares - Established the 
first co-operative society of India, the Cuttack co-operative 
store. 

As a militant champion for Swadeshi Movement launched a 
powerful campaign for exclusive and committed use of 
country made goods - Obtained pledges from the conscious 
citizens in this respect. 

Met Lord Curzon, the Viceroy of India and effectively and 
emotionally placed demand for merger of Oriya speaking 
areas - On his invitation Lord Curzon visited temple 
cities of Orissa (Puri & Bhubaneswar), taking the advantage 
of first railway link to Orissa - Lord Curzon pledged for the 
preservation of the ancient monuments and for redressing 
the grievances of Oriya speaking people. 

Met lord Curzon for restoration of Oriya as court language 
in the Sambalpur district. 

Historic meeting of Oriya leaders at Rambha. 

(1) Re-introduction of oriya language in Sambalpur district 
(1.1.1903). 

(1). Conference of Oriya leaders at Berhampur (12-4-1903). 
(111) Issue of Risley Circular of Govt. of India for according 
approval for the proposal of the merger of Oriya speaking 
areas ( 3-12-1903). 

(iv). Holding of historic Ist session Utkal Sammilani 
presided over by Maharaja Sri Ramchandra Bhanjadeo (30- 
12-1903) - Establishment of Utkal Sahitya Samaja and Orissa 
Chhatra Sammilani (1903). 

Conferring of C.L.E. title - Establishment of premier Atheletic 
Association of the state - ‘Orissa sports Association’ & 
‘Orissa youngmens’ Association. 

(i). Establishment of export oriented leather industry of 
the country, Utkal tannery providing gainful employment 
to untouchables in the sphere of Swadeshi Industrial 
undertaking. 

(1). Merger of Sambalpur district, Kalahandi, Patna, 
Sonepur, Rairakhol, Bamara (from Madhya pradesh), 
Gangpur and Bonai (from Bihar) to Orissa division, on 16- 
10-1905. 

Second visit to England - Met Lord Morely, secretary of 
state - published the book “ Unrest in India “ - Returned to 
Orissa, pi: rticipated in relief operation in the flood affected 
areas. 


1909 


1912 


1913 


1914 


1915 


1916 
1917 
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1919 
1920 


1921 


1923 
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(11) Arranged scholarships for Oriya students studying in 
Calcutta - The scholarships availed by the prominet Oriya 
leaders during their student career. 

(iii) Emotionally associated with ‘Vande Matram’ movement 
of Sri Aurobindo - established closer contacts. 

Organised a widely based labour organisation at Calcutta, 
including a night school. 

Elected to the Bihar & Orissa Legislative council till 1924. 
Fought valiantly for the protection of rights of the peasants 
of Orissa in the Bengal legislative council - Creation of 
Bihar and Orissa province. 

(ii) Establishment of Praja Parishad (the first peasants 
organisation) - Delivered presidential address in the Bihari 
students’ conference. Attened A.I.C.C. session at Patna. 
Elected as the member of Central (Viceroys’) Legislative 
Council till 1917. 

Holding of historic Utkal Sammilani at Paralakemendi 
organised by Maharaja Krushna Chandra Gajapati- published 
patriotic songs. Jatiya Sangita. 

Held the post of the President of All India Christian 
Association for three annual terms till 1917 (2nd to 4th 
Session). 

Started legal practice in the Patna High Court. 

Submitted memorandum before Mont-Ford Commission at 
Calcutta. Edited the paper ‘Oriya’ an English weekly. 
Holding of annual conference of all India Christian 
Association at Cuttack. 

Presided in the All Orissa Chattra Sammilani at Puri. 
First meeting with Mahatma Gandhi at Calcutta. - 
Associated with Chittaranjan Das, in his political career. 
Brought Chttaranjan Das and Mahatma Gandhi closer. 
Launching of Non-cooperation movement by Mahatma Gandhi 
at Nagpur. 

Joined as the Minister of Bihar & Orissa Government under 
Mont-Ford Reforms (Diarchy). } 

(1) Promulgation of Local Self-govt. Act for Bihar and 
Orissa. 

(ii) Conferring rights to women of India to practise as 
lawyers in the Legal Courts of India. 

(iii) Resignation from the post of Ministership. 

Gave evidence before Philiph-Duff Committee. Delivering 
speech on “Dignity of labour” at Patna. Meeting with 
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1927 


1928 


1929 


1930 


1931 


1933 


1934 
1936 


Gandhiji at Sabaramati Ashram at Ahmedabad. 
Mahatma Gandhi visited Utkal Tannery on 19-8-1925 at 
Cuttack as the Guest of M.S. Das. Mahatma Gandhi was 
deeply moved by the enormity of the endeavour for 
rehabilitation of untouchables through establishment of 
tannery - Successful tanning of the skins of dead cattle as a 
significant measure for protection of the cows. His residential 
house was put to action (25.10.1925) 

Declared as insolvent (4-8-1927). Mahatma Gandhi visited 
Cuttack and stayed at his residence 18th to 21st December 
1927. 

Visit of statutory commission to Patna on 12-12-1928. 
Submission at Memorandum. 

Visited Jamshedpur along with Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
and restructured Labour Unions. 

Submission of report by Attlee sub-committee for creation 
of the state of Orissa. 

Visit of Maharaja K.C. Gajapati to London for attending 
Round Table Conference - setting up Boundary (O’ Donnell) 
Committee for Orissa. Gave reception to the Boundary 
(O’donell) committee at his residence at Cuttack ~ gave 
evidence before the committee. 


(i) Last momentous address to the Oriya speaking people on 


12.02.1933. 


(ii) 4t his instance Maharaja visited England to finalise the 


creation of the Orissa province. (2nd May 1933). 


(iii) Final declaration of creation of Orissa State. (24-9-1933) 
(iv) Participated as a member in the Orissa Administrative 


Committee. 
Expired on 4.2.1934 - Tributes and homage paid. 
Creation of the new state of Orissa on Ist April,1936. 
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AFTER THOUGHTS 


In the monentous address delivered at the largely 
‘attended conference at Segaon in Wardha on 22nd Octo- 
ber 1937, the highly applauded concluding remarks which 
rang out from the lips of Mahatma Gandhi in a impas- 
sioned and deeply stirring voice were : 

‘The late Madhusudan Das was lawyer but he was 
convinced that without the use of our hands and fegs, 
our brain would be atrophied and even it worked, it 
would be a home of satan. Tolstoy had taught the same 
lesson through many of his tales.’ 

This was certainly a proverbial statement of historic 
importance, in which Mahatma Gandhi had paid glowing 
tributes to two of his most adored and revered mentors 
who had exerted overpowering and deeply engrossing 
influence on his life. 

Madhusudan belonged to the rare class of people in 
whose sphere of activities, there was no gap or interlude 
between thought and action, creed and conduct or spell- 
ing out of a programme and its, implementation. Tested 
and tempered by the fire of knowledge and experience 
Madhusudan possesed a highly incisive and analytical 
mind in which pragamatic application of ideologies and 
concepts acquired top most priority in his plan of action. 

However apart from of all these, ‘Madhusudan was 
to Orissa, what Mazzini was to Italy’, the ultimate result 
of which led to the redrawing of the lines in the map of 
India on linguistic basis. 

After all the factual details of his eventful life had 
faded or slipped away, the two outstanding characteristic 
features of Madhusudan which stood majestically with 
all their resplendence were his undaunted fearlessness and 
his committed concern for the down trodden - the weaker 
section of the community. 

‘Fearless of all and unmindful of favours and frowns, 
Madhusudan was a man principle (M.Yunus)’. He was 
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not afraid to speak and to do right things regardless of 
consequences, which he faced and faced it boldly.’ 
(Rajendra Prasad) 

‘Madhusudan was a great Indian leader, who did 

many pioneering works for the uplift of Indian social 
* and economic conditions.’ (Pandit Nehru). His relentless 
struggle for redressing the grievances of the under privi- 
leged was unrivalled. ‘Whenever any question arose 
affecting the rights and interests of cultivatators, 
Madhusudan always championed their cause’. (Sir Hugh 
Macpherson) 

His delivery of poignant and enthralling speeches 
on the floors of the legislative councils for safeguarding 
the interests of impoverished tenants and workers, his 
setting up of a chain of industries as a measure for 
rehabilitation of the exploited artisans and craftsmen, his 
wagging of startegic struggle for deliverence of embar- 
rassed and frustrated untouchables from social inhibi- 
tions and expolitations had earned for him a place of 
supreme eminence unsurpassed by his contempories. 

In fact such wide spreading unfoldment of the il- 
lustrious and epoch making career of Madhusudan Das 
encompassing, breathtaking expenses of wide ranging 
activites was rarely achieved in this country. . 

Oh! he was really proverbial and monemental in 
his adventurous encounters in that age of national resur- 
gence. 


